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Original Letters, written during the Reigns of Henry VI. Ed» 
award IV. and Richard 11I. by various Perfons of Rank or 
Confequence. Digeftec’ in Chronological Order; with Notes, 
Hiftorical and Expiar:tory ; and authenticated by Engravings 
of Autographs, Fac Similies, Paper Marks, and Seals. By 
Sir Fohn Fenn, Knigh, M. A. and F. A.S. Vols. LI. and 
IV. gto. 21. 25. in ) ae Robinfons. 


N our former accdaul of the two firft volumes (Crit. Rev. 
vol. LXIII. p. 454.) we mentioned fir John Fenn’s defign 
of publifhing a Selection of Letters and Papers, written durin 
the reigns of Henry VI. Edward IV. and Richard HI. This 
is now executed with the fame elegance, the fame care, and 
ornaments by no means inferior. In reality, we perceive thé 
manners of that zra delineated with no lefs fpirit than fidelity. 
Letters written in the moment of the tranfattions defcribe the 
feelings with undiminifhed force ; and in familiar ones, the mind 
feeks for no palliation, and is not reftrained by thofe ideas of 
decorum which influence the language in more public fituations. 
The period too in which thefe Letters were written is one that is 
little underftood ; for amidft the clamour of contending zealots, 
the picture is coloured only with the brighteft or the darkeft © 
hue; and; if a few characters rife above the fury of faction, we 
generally find that what cannot be deftroyed is leffened, and 
what party cannot blot it will attempt to fully. In this conti- 
nuation the Letters are either of a public or of a private na- 
ture; either fubfervient to hiftory, in its minuter and lefs im- 
portant objects, the delineation of character; or ufeful, as they 
illuftrate the mode of life and manners of that period. The firft 
paper which occurs of the former kind is very interefting. 
Warwick, the governor of Henry the Sixth, was m a dangers 
ous fituation. ‘The young king had two uncles, able, politic, 
and ambitious His office was fcarcely limited; and his con- 
du& was expofed to the mifreprefentation of difappointment, or 
the miftakes of ignorance. He wifhed to have his duty moré 
firictly defined ; and his reprefentations on that fubjeét fhow his 
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caution, his good fenfe, and his judgment.. The queftions are 
referred to the council. 


‘ Iteni, the faid carl defircth that where he fhall have 
avy perfon i in his difcretion fufpect [ /u/pecfed] of mifgovern- 
ance, and not behoveful nor expedient to be about the kine, 
except the eftates of the houfe, that he may put them from ex- 
ercife and occupation of the king’s fervice, till that he fhall 
m we have fpeech with my lord of Bedford, of Gloucefter, 
and with the other lords of the king’s council, to that end that 
the default of any fuch perfon known unto him {hall mowe or- 
dain thereupon as them [¢t/ey] fhall think expedient and behove- 
ful. 

‘ Anfwer, it ts agreed as it is defired. 

‘¢ Item, the faid ‘earl defireth, that forafinuch as it fhall be 
neceffary to remove the king’s perfon st divers times into fun- 
dry places as the cafes may require, t at he may have power 
and authority to remove the king br. gis difcretion into what 
place him [4c] thinketh neceffary tor i health of his body and 
iurety of his perfon. iF 

‘ Anfwer, it ts agreed as it is defired. 

‘ Item, to the intent that it may be known to the king’ 
that it proccedeth of the ailent, advice, and agreement, of my 
lord of Gloucefter, and all my lords of the king’s council, that 
the king be chaftifed for his detaults or trefpailes, and that tor 
awe thereof he forbear the more to do amifs, and intend the 
more bufily to virtue and to learning; the faid earl defireth 
that my lord of Gi oucefter, and my faid other lords of the coun- 
cil, or great part of them, that is to fay, the chancellor, and 
treafurer, and of everych [ew ery] eftate in the council fpiritual 
and temporal fome come to the king’s prefence, and there to’ 
make to be declared to him their agreement in that behalf. 

¢ Anfwer. When the king cometh next to London, all his 
council fhall come to his prefence, and there this fhall be de- 
clared to him. 

‘ Item, the faid earl, that all his days hath above all 
other earthly things defired, and ever fhall, to keep his truth 
and worfhip unblemifhed and unhurt, and may not for all that 
fet [ pr event] malicious and untrue men to make informations of 
his perfon, fuch as they may not, nor dare not ftand by, nor 
be not true; befeecheth pooner my lord-of Gloucefter, and 
all my faid lords of the counc?! , that if they or any of 'theng 
have been informed of any thing that may be or found to his 
charge or default, and namely in his occupation and rule about 
the king’s perfon, that the faid earl may have knowledge there- 

of, tothe intent that he may anfwer thereto, and not dwell in 
heayy or finifter conceit or opinion without his defert, and with- 
out anfwer. 

‘ Anfwer, it is agreed.’ 


The curious orjginal articles of impeachment againft the duke 
2 of 
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of Suffolk are alfo inferted. The duke of Norfolk’s accufation 
of the earl of Somerfet is found too in this collection. 

At this period we find complaints of the partiality of judges, 
fheriffs, and juries, circumftances with which we are happily 
unacquainted. Even chief juftice Pafton, who, for his equity, was 
ftyled the good judge, is arraigned of having received retaining 
fees; anda petition is preferred againft him to parliament on 
this account. Juftice Yelverton writes almoft in the ftyle of a 
retainer to fir John Faftolfe. Members of parliament were 
chofen without their appearance ; and yet, from more than one 
letter, it feems, that inftead of burthening them with a labori- 
ous and expenfive office, the fheriff, in his return, feems to con- 
fer a benefiton them. On the other hand, the earl of Oxford 
writes to the fheriff of Norfolk to prevent him from quafhing the 
indictments againft fomegof thofe who were concerned in Cade’s 
rebellion, which it was expected that he would have done. 
Many other evidences ¢f partiality in judges, and inftances of 
procuring verdicts, by she more powerful nobles appearing in 
court with a train of armed men, occur in thefe volumes. It is 
highly creditable to the earl of Oxford, who in his former let- 
ter expreffes his wifh to cafe the commons, that in a future one, 
after ftating fome circumitances to the chief juftice, relative to 
his tenants, ‘ he requefts him to impannel a jury, and that they 
be directed to do as confcience will, and to efchew perjury.’ 
The lord Scales, in a more private tranfaction, proceeds with 
equal honour and difintereftednefs. Some cattle on his eftate 
had been impounded; he requefts that they may be fet free, 
and that aday may be fixed for a reference, where any damage 
that law or reafon may affign fhall be paid. But this modera- 
tion, this forbearance, and this attention to equity or law, are 
not very common in thefe times: power was often in the place 
of right, and a violent feizure fuperfeded a more exact enquiry. 
The old buildings, fecured by draw-bridges and moats, had not 
always thefe diftinctions for fear of the enemies of the country 
alone. 

As the judge refided on the eaftern fide of Norfolk, we find 
piratical depredations not uncommon, and at that period the 
national marine was not very powerful. Ships were victualled 
by a kind of voluntary fubfcription, when defigned to fecure 
the coaft againft thefe temporary attacks, or for the more gene- 
ral fervice of the nation. ‘The fubfcriptions were paid in mo- 
ney, in corn, in ftores, or in other provifion, according to the 
inclination of the fubfcribers. 

In the next reign, during the convulfions which attended the 
feizure of the crown by Edward the Fourth, every act of  vio- 
lence was more frequent, and perfonal fecurity was fometimes 
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obtained only by-a conftant force ready to repel attacks. Ed. 
Ward’s journey through the kingdom, which was undertaken with 
a view to conciliate men’s minds to his government, is well de- 
fcribed in the letters before us; and the obfervations of the king, 
when applied to, fhow much moderation, judgment, and good 
- fenfe. The warrant granted by him to an individual to levy 
arms is preferved ; and an order for full payment of expences 
to fome of his followers, is alfo inferted :4f the latter be referred 
to the zra of the temporary reftitution of Henry, for the date is 
doubtful, it is equally curious. It is hinted in the notes, and 
fome fupport is found in different paffages of the Letters, that 
the animofity between individuals, from the contefts of York 
and Lancafter, were not very lafting. (pOf the condué of the 
wars we have no account; but, in a affivate conteft, the fiege 
of Caifter affords fome curious circffmftances. Caifter was 
in the poffeffion of fir John Pafton, ai,executor to fir John Faf- 
tolfe ; but this caitle had been bought My the duke of Norfolk, 
at a time when the feller poffeffed no \¥ght of conveying it. 
The caftle was confequently retained ; | the duke, according 
to the fummary mode of redrefling grievances then employed, — 
befieged it with three thoufand men. He took it, or at leaf it 
capitulated on terms, after a brave defence. The defender, 
however, the brother of fir John Pafton, was in great danger, 
in confequence of an appeal, from the widows of two men killed 
by the defenders. He would have been tried for murder, if it 
had not been for a circumftance equally fingular in our eyes. 
The duke brought one of the widows to London, and perfuad- 
ed ber to become his waive, or vaflal, for one year, by which 
he feems to have acquired a right to profecute the appeal for 
her. The ftroke was warded off during the firft year; and in 
the fecond, inftead of again courting the protection of the duke, 
fhe chofe that of another hufband, and the appeal was no more 
‘heard of. In the preparation for that fiege four foldiers were 
recommended to John Pafton, and our readers will probably be 
pleafed with feeing their qualifications. 240 


SIRT Om: DRT ee 





‘Right well beloved brother, I commend me to you, let- 
ting you wee: thar I have waged for to help you and Dawbeney 
to keep the place at Caifter, four well affured'and true men to 
do all manner of thing what that they be defired to do in fafe- 
guard, or inforcting (frevgthening) ot the faid place ; and more- 
‘over they be proved men, and:cunning (expert) in the war, and 

“qn feats ofarms, and they can well fhoot both guns and crofs- 
bows, and amend and ftring them, and devife bulwarks, or any 
things that fhould be a flrength to the place, and they will as 
_meed is, keep watch and ward, they be fad (/erious) and well 
advifed men, faving one of them, which is balied (ald), and 
‘called William Peny, which is as good a man as goeth on the 
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earth, faving a little, he will, as I underftand, be a little cop- 
fchotyn (high creed), but-yet he is no brawler, but full. of 
courtefy, much upon (much dike) James Halman.; the other 
three be named Pervn Sale, John Chapman, Robert-Jack’s 
Son Jack/in), faving that as yet they have none harnefs\ $s come, 
but when it cometh it fhall be'fent to you, and‘in the'ffican 
while | ¢ J and Dawbeney to purvey them fome.’ 


One ot Greamwfance, which we confider as curious, and is 
of a public fiature, we fhall extract: it relates to the exporta- 
tion of wool. 


‘I fuppofe Playters thall be with you on Sunday or on Mon- 
next. oming if he may. ye have ‘many good prayers of the 
pote people that God fhauld. fpeed you ‘at. this parliament, for 
they live in hope. that ye. (iiould: help.to fet a way that they 
might live in better peace in this country than they hive done 
before, and thar wools.fhould be purveyed for, that they fhould 
not s6.eut of this land, as it hath been fuffered to do before, 
and ken fhall the poor peop!e more live better than they have 
done by their occupation tnerein. Thomas Bone hath fold all 
our wool here for 20d. a ftone, and good furety found to you 
therefore to be paid at Michaelmas next coming, and it is fold 
right well after thate(decaufe) the wool was for the moft part 
right feeble.’ . 


The Letters in thefe volumes are, as the editor obferves, 
more frequently of a private kind, and defcriptive of the made 
of living and of the manners of the times, rather than of poli- 
tical tranfactions. Though written in the middle of the thir- 
teenth century, the language is free, eafy, and unaffected. 
Little compliments are delicately turned, and, except when the 
fubject appears to be ftudied, we find no affected refinement of 
expreffion, no aukward inverfion of the phrafeology. When 
John Paton gives directions about his ftockings, vol. ii. p. 225; 
_ when converfation is written down, as in p. 139, of the fecond 
volume, if a word or two be occafionally changed, it will ap- 
pear to be the natural language of the prefent era: * making a 
letter,” inftead of writing it, isa phrafe which we find ftill pre- 
vails on the fea-coaft. Some of the more modern contradictory 
words are occafionally avoided, and Margaret Pafton very pro- 
perly orders * neck kerchys,’ inftead of neck and kerchiefs. 
Left we fhould omit it, let us here remark, that 31. 6s. 8d. was 
thought a good price for a Latin Bible, printed by Fuft, in the 
original rude ftyle in 1462. But we fhall now purfue more re- 
quay. the information cafually picked up from the Letters be- 

ore us 

In private life, young ladies were educated at home, or more 
generally in the fuite of ladies of rank and fortune. © Their 
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education confifted ‘in the ufeful and ornamental parts of needle- 
work, as well as in the prattical ceconomy of houfekeeying. 
They feem to have been treated with an indelicate feverity. 
Chaftifement was not uncommon ; and one of the daughters of 
Agnes Pafton, but by no means her favourite, is faid to have 
had her head frequently broken. ‘The education of wards was 
very advantageous, and fought after, as is well known, by 
every method, without regarding what was either juft, honeft, 
or honourable. The poffeflion of the ward’s perfon gave a 
claim to the management of the eftate; and therefore it was 
guarded with the moft anxious caution. When removed, fome 
one to refemble the ward accompanied, while the real ward was 
conveyed by night, or by the moft unfrequented road; fo that, 
in cafe of an attack, the fictitious minor was only feized. To 
prolong the advantages derived from this charge, it was not 
uncommon to delay the majority by a fictitious computation of 
his age, or to fecure the eftate by an early marriage with one 
of the guardian’s own family. To grant a wardfhip was often 
the price of public or private fervices from the prince. Mar- 
riage, if it was fuitable, was not unfrequently follicited by 
the. young lady’s friends; and, if the family of the Paftons be 
the criterion by which we are to judge of the manners in this 
refpect, proper fettlements in that way feem to have been looked 
for with much anxiety. A jointure of five marks annually 
(31. 6s. 8d.) was confidered as handfome; and three or four 
hundred pounds conftituted an ample fortune. Land, at that 
time, feems to have been eftimated at fourteen or fifteen years 
value ; a reward of five marks yearly is offered to a perfon who 
fhould procure a place,. during the time it is held. 

The medical arrangements of that era feem not to have been 
very fcientific, We hear of the Leech of Orwall, without any 
particular character ; and, at another time, a phyfician is fent 
for from Cambridge, fo far as Norfolk: he is defcribed as a 
« right cunning man and a gentle.’ ‘Treacle feems to be a re- 
medy of great importance; and to have the treacle of Genoa un- 
adulterated, was an, object of anxiety. Margaret Paiton employs 
much time and attention to afcertain the comparative genuine- 
nefs of different pots, and to defcribe them, fo as not to be 
miftaken. Chardequins are recommended for unwholefome 
air; but we cannot difcover what is meant by this title. Dates 
and cinnamon are fent for a lying-in woman, and green ginger 
of almonds is ordered, perhaps as a food in Lent. 

The fummary proceedings in the fiege of Caifter feem to fhow 
that law was fometimes fuppreffed by force; but fir John Fenn 
has very properly preferved every hint relative to the legal pro- 
cefles. The neceflity of preferving the different papers is in- 
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ited on, and is a‘fufficient proof of the general regularity of 
the proceedings. Lawyers were fo delicate that they would un- 
dertake no caufe againit the widow and fon of a judge; and the 
antagonilt applied to the court to be allowed counfel. 

We have no very fatisfa€tory account of the religion of that 
era. The profeffors of religion do not feem to have been very 
careful of their own condu&t, for the vicar of Pafton denies his 
agreement after fir William’s death; and what perhaps we 
fhould {carcely fufpeét, mafs was no fanétuary for a debtor at 
that time. We find by fome hints; that the confeffors in great 
families had very powerful intereft, and fometimes employed it 
improperly. A fermon of that age is however preferved, and 
is by no means a defpicable performance: itis very fhort. The 
order of the temple of Syon fent an invitation to J. Paiton, in- 
viting him to a temporary refidence in their convent; and we 
perceive that temporary retirements were not uncommon, fome- 
times for tke fake of religion, and at others for the purpofes of. 
ceconomy, fince houfekeeping at the caltles was broken up, and 
the fervants put on board-wages. 

Of the mifcellaneous circumitances we can fele& only a few. 
he hour of dinner feems to have been between nine and ten, 
The valuables were often cautioufly concealed in unfufpected 
houfes, and five hundred marks in money, (3361. 6s. 8d.) with 
as much in jewels and plate was confidered as a very large for- 
tune. ‘I'wo pewter veffels, two ewers, and twelve candlefticks, 
were ordered by Margaret Pafton, becaufe there was not enough 
of thefe utenifils. 3 

Of the tamily to whom thefe Letters relate, there are fome 
particulars waich may appear interefting. Of fir William Paf- 
ton we meet with nothing but what would conftitute an honeft 
worthy man. His fon, however, feems to be a very inferior 
character. His loyalty is fufpicious: even his honefty, in neg- 
leCting the affairs as executor of fir John Faftolfe, may per- 
baps be called in gueftion: the maffes for the repofe of his fa- 
ther’s foul, and of the knight’s, are very irregularly paid for. 
Of Agnes Paflon, the mother of John, and wife of fir William, 
we fhall preferve the following excellent and tender letter, feem- 
ingly written foon after her hufband’s death. 


* To my well beloved Son, Foln Pafton, be this delivered in hafte. 

¢ Son, I greet you well, and let you weet, that for as much 
as your brother Ciement. letteth me weet that ye dejire faith- 
fully my bleffing; that bleffing that I prayed your father 
to give you the laft day that ever he {pake, and the bleffing of 
all faints under heaven, and mine mote (mz/f?) come to you all 
day8 and times; and think verily none other but that ye have 
it, and fhall have it, with that (o” condition) that I find you 
: B4 kind 
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kind and willing to the weal of your father’s foul, and to the 
welfare of your brethren. 

‘ By my counfel difpote yourfelf as much as ye may to have 
lefs to do in the world; your father faid, ‘* in little bufinefs 
lieth much reft.”’ This world is but a thoroughfare, and full 
of woe; and, when we depart thcretrom, right nought bear 
with us, bit our good deeds and ill; and there knoweth na 
man how foon God will clepe (ca/l) him ; 3 and therefore it is 
good for every creature to be ready. Wkom God vifiteth him 
he loveth. 

¢ And as for your brethren they will I know certainly Ja- 
bour all that in them lyeth for yoy, Our Lord have you in 
his blefled keeping, body and foul. Written at Norwich, the 
29th day of October. 

¢ By your Mother, 


‘ Acnes Paston.’. 


Margaret Pafton, in early life, feems to have been mild, 
gentle, amiable, and obedient. She commends herfelf to her 
hufband with all * her fimple heart ;” and when he is ill in Lon- 
don, urges him to return, for fhe ‘ had rather have him under 
her own care than a new gown, though it was of fcarlet’ In 
more advanced life, however, this mildnefs is not fo confpicu- 
ous. Yet jn every part of her conduét fhe appears fhrewd, dif- 
cerning, attentive to her own and her children’s intereft, active, 
and judicious. We fhall extract part of a letter, where fhe ap- 
pears in the amiable charaéter of a peace-maker ; the lait para- 
graph we add as a trait of human nature, which in every age is 


the fame. 


‘I greet you well, and fend you God’s blefling and mine, 
letting you weet that I have received a letter from you, the 
which ye delivered to matter Roger at Lynn, whereby I con- 
ceive that ye think-ye did not well that ye departed hence with- 
out my knowledge, wherefore I let you weet I was right evil 
paid with you, your father thought, and thinketh yet, that I 
was affented to your departing, andthat hath caufed me to have™ 
great heavinefs ; 1 hope he will be your good father hereafter, 
if ye demean you well, and doas ye ought todo to him; and I 
charge yeu upon my blefling that in any thing touching your 
father that fhould be (zo) his worfhip, profit, or avail, that ye 
do your devoir and diligent labour to the furtherance therein, 
as ye will have my good will, and that fhall caufe your father 
to be better father to you. 

¢ I was told me ye fent him a letter to London, what the in- 
tent thereof was I wot not, but though he take it but lightly, I 
would ye fhould not fpare to write to him again as lowly as ye 
can, befeeching him to be your good father ; and fend him fuch 
pre as be in the country there ye be in, and that ye be ware 

of your expences better and (#han) ye have been before this 
time 
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time, and be your own purfe-bearer, I trow ye fhall find it mok 
profitable to you. 

‘I would ye fhould fend me word how ye do, and how ye 
have fhifted for yourfelf fince ye departed hence, by fome truf- 
ty man, and that your father have no knowledge thereof; I 
durft not let him know of the laft letter that ye wrote to me, 
becaufe he was fo fore difpleafed with me at that time. 

‘Item, I would ye fhould fpeak with Wykes, and know his 
difpofition to Jane Walfham, fhe hath faid, fince he departed 
hence, but (unlefi) fhe might have him, fhe would never (de) 
married, her heart is fore fet on him ; fhe told me that he faid 
to her, that there was no woman in the world he loved fo well; 
I would not he fhould jape (deceive) her, for fhe meaneth geod 
' faith ; and if he will not have her, let me weet in hafte, for I 
fhall purvey for her in other wile.’ 


The eldeft fon of Margaret feems to have been idle, .inatten- 
tive, and diffolute; but his brother was able, aétive, and brave. 
Of the daughters we can only diftinguifh Mary, who with be- 
coming fpirit perfifted in her attachment to Richard Calle, a 
retainer indeed of the family, but apparently an able and an 
honeft man. A retainer in thofe times was by no means a fer- 
vant,’ but fometimes a relation, or more frequently a depend- 
* ant. 

We have dwelt too long on this fubjeé&t ; but it is fo feldom 
that we can catch’an artlefs pi€ture of the manners of remote 
ages, that we have copied its outlines with great care. We 
muft now leave the work, with our acknowledgments tothe very 
attentive and accurate editor, who has done every thing that 
could have been expected in his department; an office which 
may appear of inferior rank in the paths of literature, but 
which requires induftry, knowledge, and, above ‘all, an un- 
wearied and patient attention. 
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de Account of the principal Lazarettos in Europe; with various 
Papers relative to the Plague: together with further Obfer- 

_ wations on fome Foreign Prifons and Hofpitals; and additional 
Remarks on, the prejent State of thofe in Great Britain and Ire- 
land. By John Howard, F. R. 8S. 4t0. 155. in Boards. 
Cadell. 


FUROPE and Afia have long fince obferved and applauded 

the benevolent labours of Mr. Howard: eager, aétive, 
and unwearied, with a zeal approaching to enthufiafm, and 
a {pirit raifed above the moit impending dangers, he has 
followed the objects of his purfuits in Turkey, and the bale, 
ful atmofphere of an hofpital or a lazagetto. ‘This yolume, 
containing the refult of his enquiries, is illuftrated by nume- 
rous 
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rous plates, which do not, however, appear to have enhanced 
the price of the work: they are executed by foreign artifts 
with a freedom and clearnefs which merit our commendations, 
As the contents, however, of the book are a little mifcellane- 
ous, we fhall give a fhort account of them, and enlarge on 
What may appear moft ufeful and new. 

Our author firft goes to Marfeilles, the port where the 
commerce of France in the Levant is chiefly carried on: the 
firft engraved plan of the lazaretto at this place is given by 
Mr. Howard. It appears, on the whole, to be well regulated, 
and the different arrangements to be obferved with that anxi- 
ous attention which the importance of the fubject demands. 
{t is, however, to be obferved, thatthe quarantine of the men 
is too ftrict and too long, that of the goods too fhort and too 
carelefg,. If a fhip has been from a.fufpedéted port forty- eight 
hours, the confinement of the men need not exceed five Gays, 
with the precaution only of bathing and putting on frefh 
cloaths, while their former habits perform the reft of the 
quarantine forthem. Even in this fhort period we give them 
full time for the appearance of infection. ‘The next lazaretta 
which Mr. Howard vilits, is that of Genoa; another belong- 
ing to the Genoefe is alfo in the port of Spezia. At Leg- 
horn are three lazarettos, extremely well conducted under the 
government of Leopold, whom Mr. Howard, in common with. 
every traveller, calls the true father and friend of his country. 
At Malta this inftitution is of two kinds ; at one, fhips with 
clean bills perform quarantine; at the other, thofe which 
have foul bills: but the government of the grand- matters 
does not feem to be exemplary in any of its branches: the. 
union of religion with civil and military government. da, 
not fucceed very well in this zra, and perhaps they have been, 
always equally unfuccefsful. The lazarettos at Zante, Corfu, 
and Caftel Nuovo in Dalmatia, are alfo detcribed very fhortly, 

At Venice Mr. Howard determined to have the fulleft in- 
formation, by performing quarantine himfelf; and he went 
from Smyrna to that city in a veflel which had a foul bill. 
This kind of Quixotifm would have only been exceeded by 
fuffering himfelf to catch the plague, in order to be a better 
judge of the feelings of thofe who experience that diforder. 
We call it Quixotifm, for we do not perceive one fingle good 
effec refulting from it, except that the Venetians are preju- 
diced againft white- liming the rooms of a lazaretto. That 
thofe who are confined in thefe.clofe and-dirty rooms may be 
fabject'to flow fevers, is afcertained from various parts of this 
work arid many other obfervations, The particular officers 
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and their different duties are well defcribed ; but thefe might 
have been eafily known,’ and do not appear to have been de- 
sived from the forty days confinement: the expurgation of 
goods feem to be conducted with great care and with great 
judgment. From al) his enguiries, Mr. Howard feems to 
have conftructed his rules for performing quarantine and 
building lazarettos, which he ftrongly recommends to the no- 
tice of government: a letter from {ome very refpectable mer- 
chants and confuls at ditferent ports of the Mediterranean is 
alfo introduced, in which the fame plan is fupported by much 
able argument. ‘They think that the decline of the Turkey 
trade is owing to there being no lazarettos in England; and 
that if thefe hofpitals were con{tructed, cotton may be import- 
ed from the Levant directly, without the intervention of Hol- 
land, very advantageoufly, fince the Turks would receive our 
manufactured goods in exchange; and the advantage would 
be greater, as from the negligent method of performing qua- 
rantine in Holland, we are always in danger of importing the 
plague with our cotton. | 

The third fection contains papers relative to the plague; 
and confifis of anfwers of feveral phyficians converfant with 
the fubject, to different queflions: but fuch is the glorious 
uncertainty of medicine, that thefe gentlemen are inconfiftent 
with each other, and with themfelves. With the affiftance of 
our medical aflociate, we fhall extract the fubftance of the 
beft founded obfervations. ‘The plague appears to“be com- 
municated by the touch alone, not that to touch an infe&ed 
perfon or object, infallibly gives the difeafe, for the contagion 
may be received and remain latent till it is difcharged with 
the excrementitious fluids, or is called into ation by the 
concurrence of fome exciting caufe: thefe exciting caufes are 
conftantly of the debilitating kind. It certainly is not com- 
municated by the air, except the perfons are very near toeach 
other, for the contagion is not volatile unlefs combined with 
odoriferous bodies. ‘fhe noxious diftance is, according to, 
Giovanelli, within five geometrical paces, and according to 
another phyfician, within two ells ; but this is fubject necef- 
farily to‘variation, as the wind blows to or from the infected 
objet, or according to the degrees of infection. It is faid to 
prevail moft in hot feafons and incold; but Dr. Ruffel, if we 
miftake not, obferves, that it often ceafes during the hotteft 
weather ; and M. Luigi fupports thisopinion. On the fymp- 
toms and the treatment we find many vague and trifling de- 
fcriptions and remarks. Nothing.can be drawn from thefe 
authors which we do not find more advantageoufly detailed in 
others, Convalefcents do not generally relapfe ; but on this 
fubject 
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fabje& too, the doctors differ: it is better, we believe, te 
truft to the former opinicn, that a relapfe during the fame 
epidemic is uncommon, though having had the difeafe is no 
fecurity during a future epidemic. The plague from differ- 
ent places feems, by thefe authors’ accounts, to differ at leaf 
in.violence, and fomewhat perhaps in fymptoms. The pro- 
portion of deaths varies from two to five-fixths. From the 
mode of prefervation, we cannot extract a fingle particular 
not generally known, thatis to be depended on: thefe gentle- 
men fay nothing of iffues, or of keeping up the fecretions un- 
diminifhed. — - 

Of the foreign prifons and hofpitals ovr author’s account is 
not always advantageous, The Hotel Dicu he found clofe 
and offenfive ; two were often in a bed, and the windows were 
carefully fhut, while the curtains, put on in wfnter, were 
adorned with fringe, fitted to retain fmells and infection. In 
the galleys at Toulon, he obferves that there are about 1600 
prifoners, diftinguifhed by the colour of their caps according 
to the crimes they have committed. 


* Thofe galleys had only one deck. Many of their win- 
dows in the roots were open ; and b ing fwept twice every day, 
they were clean and not offenfive. The flaves alfo were kept 
clean, and their clothing was neat, even in that galley which 
is appropriated to the aged and infirm. Some of them had 
been confined forty, fifty, and even fixty years. All have a 
coat, waiftcoat, troufors, two fhirts, and a pair of fhoes, given 
them every year; and a grest Coat every two years. ‘They 
had good brown bread, well baked, in loaves weighing a 
poundand three quarters. All had fome little allowarice in 
meney, and to thofe who worked, was granted an additional 
allowance of three fous every day for wine. In each galley there 
Were two cantons (little rooms), one for wine for thoie who 
worked for government, the other for the fale of white bread, 
greens, &c. 

-4¢ Many worked at their own trades, as fhoe makers; bafket- 
makers, &é.:but none were allowed to keep fhops on fhore as 
formeily at Marieilles; nor have they the fame convenience 
they had then for the fale of their work. Forty were at work 
in La Place (the fquare) in the city, digging and removing the 
foil for the foundation of a houle for the intendant. Thefe 
were chained two and two, and when one whecled the mould 
the other carried the chain; but in digg ging, fawing, and other 
flationary employments, both wo: ked. Many were at work in 
the arfenal; and employed, fome in moving, hewwing, and 
fawing timbet ; and others in the cotton and thread manufac- 
tory. The number of thofe engayed in the laft of thefe em- 

‘oyments was about two hundred. Phey were lodged in an 
adjvining hall, and I obferved that when they left off. work, 
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they were fearched to prevent their fecreting any of the mas 
te\ials. All were loaded with chains of fome kind or other : 
thofe employed in the manutactory (and fome others in the 
arfenal) had only a ring on one leg; bur this, and likewife che 
choice of irons, I tound to bea diftinGion which might be 
purchsfed. The {laves who worked out of the arfenal were 
jouded with heavy chains, and sew are able to efcape: if any 
do efcape, they are punifhed, when retaken, in various ways. — 
Some by a confinement und-r heavicr irons—Some by a recom- 
mencement of the term of their confinement—Some by whip- 
ping, and fuch as had been condemned for life, by hang. 
ing. 

‘ Proteftants are not compelled to attend at mafs. The lat 
perfon who was confined for his religion was releafed about 
eight years ago. ‘There is b t one flave here who now profef- 
fes himfelt a proteftant, and his name is Francois Condé. He 
has been confined in the valleys forty-two years, for being 
concerned with fome boys in a quarrel with a gentleman (who 
loft his gold-headed cane) in a private houfe in Paris. The 
boys were apprehended, and this Condé though only fourteen 

ears of age, and lame of one arm, was condemned to the 
galleys for lite. After four or five years he procured a Bible, 
and learned by himfelf to read ; and becoming, through clofe 
attention to the fcriptures, convinced that his religion was 
antichriflian, he publicly renounced it, and declared and de- 
fended his fentiments. Ever fince he has continued a ftead 
proteftant, humble and modett, with a character irreproachable 
and exemplary, refpected and etteemed by his officers and fel- 
low prifoners. I brought away with me fome mufical pipes of 
his turning and tuning. He was in the galley appropriated to 
the infirm and aged ; and thefe, befides the ufual allowance of 
brea’, have an additional allowance from the king of nine fous 
(4id.) a day.’ 

The hofpitals of Italy are airy and fonvenient; thofe of 
Malta, like their lazarettos, dirty and ill managed. The 
hofpitals and prifons in Turkey are of different kinds, often 
well regulated ; but the hofpitals of Conftantinople are dirty 
and neglected. In Germany our author purfued the fame obe 
jet, and hofpitals and prifons were his chief inducements: 
indeed it has been jaid that he has more than once paffed 
St. Peter’s at Rome, without deigning to glance at its in- 
fide. 


‘In the Great Prifon at Vienna, in December 1786, I found 
very few of the dungeons empty: fome had three prifoners in 
each dungecn; and three horrid cells I faw crowded with 
twelve women. All the men live in total darknefs, and are not 
permitted to male any favings from their daily allowance (of 
four creutzets, about -3d.) tor the purpofe of procuring light. 
They are chained to ihe walls of their cells, though fo ftrong, 
and 
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and fo defended by double doors, as to render fuch a fecurity 
needlefs, No prieft or clergyman had been near them for eight 
or nine months ; and this is reckoned, even by thefe criminals, 
fo great a punifhment, that they complained to me of it with 
tears, in the prefence of their keepers. 
¢ I recollected a dungeon in which, at my former vifit, I had 
feen aprifoner dying; and on mentioning this, one of the 
turnkeys faid, ‘¢ Yes, he died about a year ago ;” which an- 
other confirmed. ‘This, however, mutt have been a different 
perfon, for eight years had elapfed fince my former vifit. 
¢ The torture-room lies nine fteps deeper than the dungeons ; 
but I will fay nothing of this room, nor of the inftruments of 
torture, becaufe the emperor has fhewn his humanity and 
wifdom by abolifhing this fhocking practice. 
¢ All the prifoners in the old prifon juft mentioned, are to be 
foon removed into a prifon lately built by the emperor. le 
conlifts of forty roums, and alfo twenty dungeons ‘at the depth 
of twenty-two fteps below the furface of the ground, boarded 
with thick planks, in which are flrong iron rings for the pur- 
pofe of chaining the prifoners. Thefe dungeons are larger, 
and in other. refpects (though horrid enough) lefs horrid than 
thofe in the old prifon. They were empty, but above them 
were two hundred and fourteen criminals crowded into a few 
rooms. Their daily allowance is four creutzers. I was pleated 
‘to find here a fet of rooms for trying the prifoners, 


¢ The hofpital in the fuburbs, called the General Hofpital, 
is very large, and contains feveral courts. Moft of the wards 
are feventeen feet high, fixty-one feet long, and twenty-feven 
broad, with oppofite ‘windows, and twenty beds in every ward, 
with ‘ebinneien between them three feet wide, in which tables 
were placed : fome of the wards were much larger.—They were 
all furnifhed with bafons, towels, &c. and great attention feem- 
ed to be paid to cleanlinefs. ‘To each ward three nurfes are 
aligned, and a room of a moderate fize, with a fire- -place for 
wafhing and other purpofes, The roof has windows in it, but 
unhappily they are glazed, and confequently the free efcape of 
the foul air is prevenied, and much evil muft be produced. 
¢ At the back of this hofpital there are twelve neat rooms, 
with every thing in them proper for lying-in women—a bed— 
drawers with white child-bed linen—a toilet—tea things—and 
a bed for the nurfe. Theie rooms are for thofe that pay one 
florin (25. 3d.) aday. There are other rooms with five or fix 
beds in each, for fuch as pay half a florinaday. The former 
advance at entrance the pay of eight days, and the latter the 
pay of four days. There are rooms alfo for thofe that pay ten 
creutzers (33d. nearly) aday, Allin this department was clean, 
calin, and quiet. Women are admitted at any hour through a 
_ private door and paflage, and no queflions are afked at their: 
eoming in or going out.’ 
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The military hofpital is not kept fo clean, and is not fo 
wellregulated. ‘The general hofpital contained 813 perfons, 
the lying-in hofpital 111 women and 23 children, the lunatic 
hofpital 251. There are various other benevoleat inftitutions 
at Vienna, which are in general conducted with attention and 
humanity. The range of the thermometer obferved from 
1780 to 1786 was from 95° to —4° of Fahrenheit; its range 
in one year was from go3,too. ‘The average is from 89° to 
8 very nearly. In Holland the moft important circumiftances 
relate to the regulation of arrefts for debt. An apartment in 
a private houfe cannot be entered, nor can a man be arrefted 
on his own premifes, While a wife is lying-in, a hufband 
cannot be arrefted ; and any difturbance near the good wo- 
man’s houfe would be feverely punifhed. A board, with lace 
on it, is in fuch circumftances put over the door. 

The prifons in Scotland meet generally with Mr. How- 
ard’s cenfure; and his remonftrance to the lord provoft on 
the ftate of the Tolbooth is at once fpirited and juft. ‘The 
prifons and the hofpitals in Ireland are, with a few exceptions, 
managed very properly. The blue-coat hofpital at Cheiter is 
warmly commended, and the'rules of the Quakers inititution 
at Ackworth, drawn up, we believe, by the late excellent 
Dr. Fothergill, one of the earlieft promoters, and for fome 
time the chief fupport of that valuable feminary, are tran- 
{cribed, as far as they relate to the becoming demeanour and 
proper regulation of the boys. 

In England, Mr. Howard again goes over his former traét, 
and mentions the improvements which have refulted from his 
former labours, as well as where his obfervations have been 
neglected or difregarded. His obfervations on the internal 
conftruétion and the ceconomy of the London hofpitals are ufe- 
ful and inftructive. Huis idea of a perfe& hofpital contains 
much (we fufpect, very ufelefs) refinement, but, as it is the 
refinement of Mr. Howard, we fhail tranfcribe it. 


¢ The fituation of an infirmary or hofpital fhould be on ele- 
vated ground, near a ftream of water, and out of atown.—The 
wards, if only one tor each fex, tobe from twenty-five to thirty 
feet high, arched, and without apartments over them; other- 
wife the building to confift of only two {tories befide the cellars, 
and the area extended as far as neceffary upon this plan, that, 
the inconvenience of higher rooms may be avoided. The firft 
floor raifed tour or five fteps from the ground, and the afcent 
made eafy to the entrance. ‘The wards fifteen feet high to the 
cielings, and diftinct ones for medical and chirurgical patients. 
Two doors to each ward, one of them iron latticed, or canvas, 
Staircafe of ftone, fpacious, convenient, and eafy, as in Italy, 
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Marfeilles, Malta, &c. No room to.contain more than eight 
beds. The windows lofty and oppofite, or large circular aper- 
tures (as at Leeds infirmary) opening into paffages not lefs than 
fix feet wide: hafps and ftaples to the upper fafhes to prevent 
their being fut at improper times : one of thefe windows fhould 
open from the cieling to the floor, either as folding doors, or 
like thofe at Guy’s hofpiral : a ftone gallery for more readily 
opensng and fhutting the windows, as in the Italian hofpitals, 
"The cielings lathed and plaftered, and proper apertures in them. 
The fire-places in the middle of the longer fide of the wards : 
the beds in fpacious receffes, as at Toledo and Burgos; or to 
each bed a recefs with curtains, as at Genoa, Savona, &c. The | 
bed{teads, iron, painted, and with a fcrew that the backs may 
be eafily raifed or lowered: the beds on varnifhed boards or 
laths, with hair matraffes. In each ward a ciftern, bafon, and 
towel for the patients. Vaults onthe outfide of the wards, and 
water-clofets as at Guy’s hofpital: for every improvement that 
may render fuch places lefs offenfive, fhou'd be carefully 
adopted in all houfes containing a number of inhabitants. Airy 
rooms and refectories for convalefcent patients : one {pare and 
unfurnifhed ward; each ward to be taken in fucceflion, and 
called the fpare ward. The kitchen, wath-houfe, brew-houfe, 
and bake-houfe out of the houfe: but if the kitchen be in the 
houle, it-fhould be lofty, as in Chrift’s hofpital, (not under 
ground) and the entrance through the fervants’ hall, A con- 
venient bath with an eafy defcent into it. A piazza and {pa- 
cious walk to induce patients to take the air and exercife. The 
wards wafhed once a week, fcraped and lime-whited at leaft 
once a year. (The machines at Northwich for fupplying the 
falt mines with frefh air, being ona fimple conftruction, would 
be of admirable ufe in hofpitals, efpecially if fituated in clofe 
and confined places.) The patients wafhed, at their admiffion, 
in the cold or warm bath, and te conform firiGly to the rules of 
nicety and cleanlinefs.’ 


In ovr author’s tour through England, many circumftances 
occur which require amendment. Conftant ventilation from 
windows opening above * in infirmaries, as well as fpacious 
paffages; and in jails bathing, conftant cleanlinefs, and the 





* We area little furprifed that he has neglected mentioning the propri- 
ety of the windows being continued down to the floor. If M. Maret’s ob- 
fervation of the fpecific gravity of infectious miafmata be difregarded, yet 
they are certainly of fervice in rendering the ventilation more complete. 
Ourauthor’s favoured architect, Mr. Blackburne, has, we believe, emp!oy- 
ed them, and feems to think that they fucceed better when they are not 
directly oppofite, but alternate. We are not certain that thefe low wine 
dows can be adopted fo as to make the room fufficiently warm; perhaps 
fmaller apertures, which may occafionally be opened and fhut with accu- 
racy, would be more ufefal. We would only add a hint, that in’ Mr. How- 
ard’s large vaulted wards, a triangular chimney in the middle, with three 
ftoves, might be more ufeiul than one fire-place on the longeft-fide. 
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fuppreflion of taps are frequent fubjeéts of our author’s remarks. 
The low fever of jails, it is often obferved, arifes from con- 
fined air, indolence, and low fpirits, independent of infeétion. 
Mr. Howard often finds reafon to difapprove of infolvent a&ts, 
from his obfervations on the places of confinement for debtors, 
and fnuff and tobacco which are often allowed by authority, 
are cenfured feverely, and with great propriety, for they cer- 
tainly have no particular.influence in preventing infe@tion in 
places where free ventilation is allowed. 

The obfervations on the confinement in the bulks, and re- 
marks on penitentiary houfes, conclude the volume. The for. 
mer are more healthy than thofe would expeét who are préju- 
diced againft damp fituations; and the latter are dropped in 
favour of the ‘ ruinous and deftructive fcheme’ of banifh- 
mentto Botany Bay. We have always endeavoured to oppofe 
it; but if Mr. Howard has been unfuccefsful, no advantage 
can be reaped from our difapprobation. The obfervations on 
penitentiary houfes, which would have been the object of a 
legiflator not hurried away by partial views and the interefted 
motives of individuals, are very valuable. Our author has 
not, probably, written in vain, fince there muft be a time, and 
that time is probably at no great diftance, when the other 
plan will be univerfally reprobated. A bill to prevent any 
Jiquor being fold in jails would, we think, be highly falutary. 
The antifeptic quality of {pirituous liquors cannot for a mo- 
ment be infifted on; and if neceflary to health, they may be 
occafionally allowed by the furgeon. 

Tables of the number of prifoners at the period of our aus 
thor’s different tours, of the number of convitts ordered for 
tranfportation, of the number committed for capital crimes 
in Scotland, of fees due to the clerks of affize, of felons de- 
livered from Newgate to be tranfported, with fir Theodore 
Janffen’s table of condemnations, executions and pardons, 
with fome fimilar ones, are fubjoined. On the whole, the vo- 
lume contains many facts of importance, and many obferva- 
tions of real utility. Its ornaments we have already mentioned, 
and we leave it with the beft founded expectations that our, 
author’s paft and future labours will not be wholly in vain. 





The Poems of Ferdofi. Tranflated from the Perfian. By Fofeph 
Champion, Efq. Vol, d. 4t0. 125. in Boards, Cadell. 


ERDOSI, as appears from an effay on his life and writings 
prefixed, was a native of the kingdom of Khorafan, and 
patronifed by Mahmoud the fultan of Ghezny, the Auguftus of 
Afia, whofe court was the feat of magnificence, arts, and {ciences. 


Vou. LXVUI, Fuly, 1789. Cc The 
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The hiftorical annals of Perfia, originally collected by command 
of Yezdegerd (we fuppofe the fame monarch whom we call 
Ifdegerfes), were preferved by an Abyflinian, when the royal 
palace at Ifpahan was plundered by one of Omar’s generals. 
They were refcued from the flames contrary to the mandate of that 
illuftrious enemy of literature, whoappears to have fhewn aslittle 
mercy to the library of the Perfian monarchs as to that of the 
Egyptians at Alexandria. The king of Abyflinia, to whom this 
hiftorical colle€tion was prefented, ordered it to be tranflated 
into that language. It afterwards found its way into Hindoftan, 
and from thence to Khorafan. ‘The governor of that province 
fent an envoy to tranfcribe the original manufcript, which was 
chiefly written in the Peihlouvi language : the fame we appre- 
hend as that commonly known among the Perfians by the name 


‘of the Pehlvi, now a dead language, but fuppofed to have been 


introduced by Kiumers, the firit king of their firft dynafty ; ta 
have been fpoken in the time of Zoroafter ; and in which differ- 
ent treatifes compofed by him are faid full to exift. Many 
hiftorians and poets (we fear that circumitance will not heighten 
its hiftorical credit) ‘ were engaged in adding to, and embellith- 
ing this invaluable work.’ Mahmoud, delighted with fome 
poetical verfions taken by his commands from different parts, 
was defirous that the whole fhould be tranflated and digefted 
into a feries of heroic poems. 

Ferdofi felt a confcioufnefs of being equal to the undertaking, 
and by the affiftance of fome friends, was fupplied with thofe 
manufcripts that contained an account of the wars of Feredoor 
and Zohak. From thefe he formed a poem, which we fuppofe 
makes the fourth book of the prefent performance. Mahmoud 
heard of his fame, admired his talents, and fhewed him parti- 
cular marks of favour. This, as may be expected in a court, ex- 
cited envy; and Ferdofi, as ufual, when art and malice combine 
againft merit, fell a victim to it. His fall was immediately owing 
to an improper petulance, or generous refentment (the circum- 
ftances may be confidered in either light) conceived at a fuppofed 
indignity offered to him.. On the completion of his labours, 60000 
filver dinars, inlicu of the fame number of * gold ones, his ftipu- 
lated payment, were delivered to him. ‘The grand vizier, his 
enemy, had defignedly made this miftake. The bard, who was 
bathing at the time he received the donation, enraged at the 
deception, ‘ gave immediately twenty thoufand to the keeper of 





* The dinar is about eight fhillings and fix pence, and he was promifed 
adinar for every line. In another place, however, we are told that the 
poem confifted of rooocolines ; but admitting the former number, it more 
than doubles the liad and Odyffey united. 
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he bath, twenty thoufand to a fruiterer who attended, and 
wenty thoufand to the flave who delivered him the money. 
The poet confoled himfelf with the laurels of immortality, and 
he has beautifully defcribed his hope of paradife from the con- 
fcioufnefs of a life well fpent. <* I wrote for fame,”’ faid Fer- 
dofi to the flave, ‘* not for the attainment of riches !’? The 
flave repeated to the fultan the whole ftory.’ 

The grand vizier had art fufficient to divert the refentment of 
Mahmoud, firft excited againft himfelf, on the bard: Mahmoud 
though, 
the Mufe’s friend 

himfelf a Mufe 
for he delivered an extempore poetical encomium on receiving 
Ferdofi’s * pearls of eloquence,’ {till retained the pride and fe- 
rocity of an Afiatic defpot. Any gift from him ought to be 
confidered as an honour, and received with gratitude. ‘ The 
foot of the elephant, exclaimed the irritated prince, fhall teach 
the refractory a leffon of obedience.’ Ferdofi, by fubmiffion, 
fomewhat foftened the monarch’s refentment, but trufted to 
flight for fecurity. His poetical abilities acquired him new 
friends and patrons, more generous, at leait lefs capricious than 
Mahmoud ; who, galled by his fatirical invectives, fometimes 
perfecuted him, and fometimes, afraid of being *‘ damned to 
everlafting fame,’ folicited a reconciliation. The poet at length 
retired to his native city, and the 60000 dinars were fent to 
him a few days after death had rendered the fultan’s favour or 
enmity indifferent. His daughter declined accepting them, 
and they were expended by Mahmoud’s order in erecting a mag- 
nificent fabric to his honour. Thus, what would have rendered 
Ferdofi happy during life, and have bound him by the ftrongeft 
ties of gratitude, was denied by a prince to whom the money 
was of no value, and whofe earneft defire it was to be celebrated 
in his poems. Yet the fame perfon, after having received in- 
{ftead of applaufe, the fevereft invectives from his indignant 
Mufe, expended them in a ufelefs compliment to his memory. 
So inconfiftent is man ! 

In this poetical hiftory, though truth commonly appears to 
be much exaggerated, fometimes veiled in allegory, and obfcur- 
ed by metaphorical expreflions, we apprehend that it exifts in 
fome form or other, however difguifed, and that a critical judge 
of the oriental mode of writing, well verfed in the traditional 
accounts and‘hiftorical narratives of different kingdoms in Afia, 
might elucidate many curious circumitances, and point out many 
interefting occurrences by means of thofe annals. ‘The Poems 
are dedicated to fir William Jones, the moit proper perfon, as 
a {cholar and a poet, to have done juftice to them. 
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20 Champion's Tranflation of Fer dofi’s Poem. 

Of the prefent work we cannot {peak very favourably, though 
willing to grant every allowance for which the author pleads. 
He feems to have undertaken no eafy tafk: to preferve the 
Perfian manners and idiom, and make them appear to toler- 
able advantage in an Englifh drefs,. required confiderable abi- 
lites; but it was not difficult to avoid fuch errors in grammar 
and profody, fuch inaccuracies and abfurd expreflions as fre- 
quently occur in this performance. The tranflation, however,. 
it muit be allowed, difplays occafionally marks of genius, and 
may be reckoned at leaft, on account of its fubject, a literary 
acquifition. ‘The following extraét is no unfavourable fpeci- 
men, and will give the reader a general idea of the wild and 
extravagant circumftances recorded in this poem. It relates ta 
Zohak, who ufurped the throne of Perfia,. and was the fifth 
monarch of the.firft dynafty., He is reprefented as the fon of 
Merdas king of Arabia, remarkable for his virtdes in early 
youth, and extremely defirous-of acquiring knowlege. Ebles, 
the rebellious angel, appears to him. as an ancient fage, and. 
offers to render him fuperior in knowlege and power to the reft 
of mankind if he would {wear to obey his injunctions. 


¢ Th’ unwary Zohak fwore : deluded youth ! 

To whom, unconf{cious, do you-pledge your truth 2 
He fwore that filence fhould the tale conceal ! 

> Twas then that Ebles broke the fatal feal: 

« A fon like you with ev’ry talent bleft, 

With God-like virtues, in unwarlike reit, 

Thus doom’d, depriv’d of empire and of pow’r,. 
To wait, unactive! for an old man’s hour, 

Argues a grov’ling foul—while thy ag’d fire 
Lives glimm’ring on, fuppretft thy active fire— 
Long will he rule ; a flave thou-muft remain; 
Seize on his fceptre, and affert thy reign. 

His throne is thine :. obedient to thy guide, 

Tke world will.own thee with a confcious pride,”” 
Zohak attentive heard ; ambition, pow’r, 

Rag’d in his foul, and mark’d the chofen hour. 

A {park of virtue ftruggled in his heart— 

«© Adopt fome mode, where nature will not ftart.” 
Ebles with. fternnefs anfwered—‘¢ Take his feat, — 
Or perjury is thine fhou’dft thou retreat, 

For perjury, will piety atone, 

Thus, thus ejected from a fplendid throne? 

For ages will your fire in-triumph reign, 

And thou, inglorious,. curfe the pious ftraint™ 
Alarm’d, the youth afflents—no tears appal— 

*¢ But how, or where ? the king’s belov’d by all !?%x.- 
Be filent only, and the means are mine ; 

Great fhalt thou be, and Iike yon fun fhall fhine-” 


A well 
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A well was funk, and covered in the night ; 
A level plain it feem’d to mortal fight. 
Merdaz each eve within the garden roves, 
And bow’d before his god in facred STOVES. 
There lay the fnare, alas ! defign’d by hell; 
In it at eve the pious monarch fel, 

Fearlefs of ill. For lious, though they rage, 
Submiffive wait upon a parent’s age. 

Zohak, whofe foul was in th’ infernal’s power, 
No fear or forrow knew — ‘* Let the fates low’r; 
‘The throne is mine.” So ancient annals tell ; 
And Ebles fmil’d to view the pow’r of hell. 
Th’ internal now a beauteous fhape affum’d, 


And words more gracious all his thoughts iilum’d. 


Each pow’r was granted him; till then the earth 
Yielded all food, ~ fimple was its mirth. 

No luxury it knew; the fowl, the fheep, 

With various oe 'fith from the watry deep, 
Were drefs’d by Ebles for the wond’ring king 5 
‘The winter, fummer, autumn, and the fpring, 
Were ranfack’d all to catch th’ inglorious mind, 
Whofe fenfes were to luxury refign’d, 

Zohak from Ebles, wond’ring, fecks to know 






From whence fuch knowlege, fuch improvements flow 3 


Whether of mortal or immortal race ? 


<¢ Say, what rewards can fuch atchievements grace !” 


To whom ;—** Oh monarch of Arabia’s plain ! 
My fchemes, my labours, fhall not prove in vain. 
Your kindnefs warms the flave of your defire ; 


One fole requeft I crave —one only boon reguire ; 


On thy immortal fhoulders let me place 

My faithful head, and bow my bending face.” 

Zohak, not confcious of impending ill, 

Bids him his wifhes and his boon fulfil ; 

Ebles, the moment feiz’d with proud delight, 

Touch’d either arm, and vanifh’d trom his fight, 

Inftant two ferpents {pring from either arm, 

All gaze, all wonder, trembling with alarm ; 

Erect thev rofe, and all around them view'd, 

‘Their open mouths demand immediate food. 

All ikiil’d in medicine, try their artin vain, 

All herbs prove fruitlefs to relieve the pain. 

Ebles, in habit of afeer unknown, 

Appear’d, and thus addrefs’d the royal throne : 

With brains of men alone thefe ferpents feed, 

For this no herb, no med’cine is decreed. 

This will deftroy them.”” Hell cou’d no more ; 
h’ infernal revell’d, pleas’d with human gore.’ 
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22 Champion's Tranflation of Ferdofi’s Poems. 


This ftory, at the firft view, might lead the reader to conjecture 
that thefe hiftorico-poetical annals of Perfia have as little foun- 
dation in truth as the ‘ Perfian Tales.’ ‘The prefent feems, in- 
deed, almoft a counterpart to that quoted in the Guardian 
(No. 148.) and entitled the Santon Barfifa. ‘They both con- 
tain the fame moral: that a good man once feduced from the 
paths of virtue, is led imperceptibly to commit the moft horrid 
enormities. But whatever the Saxton might be, Zohak was a 
rea] perfonage ; and, according to lefs figurative and eccentric 
hiftories, he reigned about eight hundred years before the 
Chriftian zra. His cruelty excited a revolt: ablackfmith, named 
Gao, headed the infurgents, flew the tyrant, and reftored Feri- 
doon, the right heir, to the throne. It is recorded as a faét, 
that the black{mith’s apron, which Gao difplayed as his banner 
when marching againft the ufurper, was found by the Arabians 
in the treafury at I{pahan, richly ornamented with jewels, when 
they conquered Perfiain 636. ‘This muft have been at the 
time when the original annals on which this work was com- 
pofed, fo narrowly efcaped the deftructive zeal of Zohak’s 
countryman, the caliph Omar. With the account mentioned 
above, relative to the former, this poem, giving proper allow- 
ance for embellifhment and exaggeration, perfectly agrees. A 
circumftance that from analogy naturally leads us to conjecture, 
as we before obferved, that however wild and extravagant the 
occurrences here related may appear, yet when divefted of their 
po oetical ornaments, they will be found in general, faithful re- 
cords of tranfactions in times but little known : on which ac- 
count this work may be confidered as of real value. The 
part of the Shah Nameh, the only poem in this volume, is, 
according to Mr. Champion, the leaft interefting of the whole 
performance. Should health permit him to reaflume the under- 
taking, ‘ the heroic poem which includes the atchievements of 
Ruftem Sohrab, and Isfendiar, will be the continuation of his 
next performance.’ Ruftem was the Perfian Achilles, and equal- 
ly celebrated in hiftory and romance. He flourifhed in the be- 
ginning of the Kianian dynafty, or fecond race of Perfian 
monarchs, which concludes in Ifkender, or Alexander the Great. 


‘I propofe (Mr. Champion adds) feleéting the moft animat- 
ing allufions, the moft fplendid actions, and moft beautiful paf- 
fages from Ferdoli, aia lofing fight of the concatenation of 
events. The number of lines will be equal to the Lliad of Ho- 
me This forms what may be called the fecond divifion of 
Ferd s heroic poems. With refpect to the remaining part, it 

33 impoflible to hazard, at this period, any decifive opinion,’ 


The 
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The Field Engineer 5 or, Infiruions upon every Branch of Field 
Fortification. (Concluded from Vol. LXVII, p. 3300) 


HE fecond volume commences with obfervations on para- 
pets, fleches, redoubts, ftar-forts, and other works; and 
in this chapter, the author admits occafionally of the utility of 
hexagonal itar-forts, particularly when defigned to occupy 
heights. Tétes du pont, works of confiderable importance, are 
explained at fome length. ‘Trous deloup, concealed holes in- 
to which the enemy may fall, now much difufed ; crows-feet, 
inftruments fharp-pointed, refembling the utenfil commonly 
called a cat, fcattered on the ground where cavalry are ex- 
peed to attack; and fturmbalken, heavy pieces of timber 
defigned to roll down from a height to oppofe an enemy who 
is afcending, next fhare the author’s attention. Fougaffes, a 
kind of minc, and abbatis, a mode of entrenchment well known, 
are the next fubjects of examination. We shall extract our 
author’s very humane obfervations, for humanity is not always 
uppermoft in the mind of an engineer; and M. Tielke, though 
by no means rafh or cruel, talks frequently as a profeflional 
man in this refpect. 


‘ In time of war, no greater abufes are committed than by 
the unneceflary formation of abbatis.—As they coft the mili- 
tary nothing, the commanding officers of corps and detach- 
ments generally make ufe of them without the leaft fcruple, as 
well for the defence of their own troops, as for the purpofe of 
deceiving the enemy : efpecially when they are defirous of re- 
commending themfelves to the immediate notice of their fove- 
reign, or the commander in chief of the army, as prudent and 
cautious officers. A foldier fhould be ready to make every et- 
fort, even at the expence of his own property, whenever the 
fervice of his country may make a demand of it; but he fhould 
remember at the fame time, that war is not carried on againtt 
the country men ; and it ought to be an invariable maxim with 
him, never to opprefs them with wanton injury, even in an 
enemy’s country. The deftruétion of wood is a great and 
permanent evil, and every benefit that can be derived from an 
abbatis, which we neither can, nor intend to maintain, are 
much too inconliderable to juftify it.—I have already endea- 
voured to prove that the defence of abbatis is difficult and pre- 
carious, and that no fervice whatever can refult from them 
when unoccupied by troops. Confequently, whenever a general 
repofes much confidence in them, he will be the more embar- 
rafied, and the probability of his defeat will be augmented. 

‘In the undermentioned cafes abbatis may be of real ufe. 

¢ ift. When woods are included within the pofition of a 


cOrps. 
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24 Emmerich’s Partifan in War. 


¢ 2d. When you wifh to put your advanced pofts or other 
fmall bodies into a ftate of defence, or to prevent their being 
carried off ; and, 

‘3d. When you wifh to retard the enemy’s march through 
hollow-ways, ravines, &c. or to make them impaffable.’ 

The conftru€tion of dams to. occafion inundations, the 
means of keeping an enemy at a diftance from them, and of 
forming a fluice which fhall not be injured by cannon-fhot, are 
explained with great precifion. ‘The method of retrenching 
heights, of defending an army by lines and retrenchments, of 
defending ground and buildings of every kind, are well elu- 
cidated. 

~ The third and laft part relates to ‘ taking up” ground, in 
other words furveying and planning it. In this part of the 
work there are many circumftances of curiofity and of ufe, 
which the practical furveyor may occafionally employ with 
advantage ; but perhaps on the whole, trifling circumftances 
of curiofity or Crnament are too much infifted on. 

Thefe volumes will, we think, prove a valuable addition 
to the ftock of Englith taétics: they are printed with great 
care and fome f{plendor, and the plates, which are very nus 
merous, greatly exceed thofe of the original. 

The Partifan ia War; or, the Ufe of a Corps of Light Troops ta 
az Army. By Lieut. Col. A. Emmerich. 3v0. 35.in Boards, 

Debrett. 7 


HE duty of a partifan has often been confidered as a fe« 
vere but ufeful ichool for the more regular officer, and 

the commander in chief of future armies. It teaches forti. 
tude, fteadinefs, a habit of finding ready refources, anda 
complete felf-pofleflion in the moft alarming circumftances, 
Our late war in America, from the nature of the fervice, 
formed light troops and partifan officers in great numbers, 
and in no inconfiderable perfeétion, Lieutenant-colonel Em- 
merich ferved not only in America, but in the feven years. 
German war. He was formed in the fchool of prince Ferdi- 
nand, and, indi{putably the fir general of the prefent mo- 
ment, the duke of Brunfwick; nor has he fince tarnifhed the 
laurels which he then acquired. The prefent flight fketch, 
the outline of the partifan’s duty, furnifhes ample proofs of 
his fpirit, his ability, his addrefs, and his honour. The 
partifan is not, as has been fuppofed, the allowed robber, the 
fikulking freebooter, or the difhonourable fpy. He condud&s 
his band in fecret, to diftrefs the enemy in a manner to which 
force cannot be applied. In his fadden excurfions he darts on 
an unprotected magazine, or a carelefs corps; but he neither 
plunders 
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plunders the individual, feeds at the expence of the unpro- 
tected farmer, or oppreffes thofe to whom he is not cppofed 
in arms. 

This little manual contains the cleareft and the mof ufe- 
ful rules for this kind of fervice; but it is not didactic only: 
the inftructions are enlivened by examples, where our author 
introduces the attempts of others as wel] as his own; nor does 
he avoid mentioning his own millakes, when any advantage 

can be drawn from them. As itis impofiible to abridge rules, 
we fhall extract a few thort paflages, as fpecimens of colone] 
Emmerich’s judgment and {pirit. 


‘It is of the utmoft confequence therefore to an army, that 
the perfon appointed to the command of a corps of light troops, 
fhould not only be an officer of approved good conduct, expee 
rience in fervice, and in whoin the greateft. confidence may fafee 
ly be repofed, as, from the nature of his command, i it may fomes 
times be found neceliary, by the commander in chief, to entruit 
him with the parales and counterfigns for feveral days together; 
the difclofure of which might be attended with fatal confes 
quences to the whole army ; ‘but a partifan fhould alfo be a per- 
fon of ftrong conftitution and active mind, and capable of un- 
dergoing the greateft fatirue of both. Great caution is like- 
wile neceflary in the choice of the other oflicers of a light corps, 
who fhould be men of known fobriety, activity, fidelity, and 
hardy conftitutions ; fuch a corps being infinitely more expol- 
ed to laborious and difficult fervice, than avy other troops what~ 
ever; more efpecially as they are never to be incumbered with 


tents; the fecurity of an army depeuding chiefly upon the vi- 
gilance of the partifan.’ 


The following paflage, for its fingular propriety, we fhall 
alfo fele& : 


¢ Men who are brave and zealous in their profeffion can effe&, 
what to others would appear impoflible, particularly if they are 
fo lucky as to have acommander in chief, who is beloved b 
the army, and knows how to cherifh and reward efforts of dif- 
tinction and merit. 

‘A partifan muft not, on fuch expeditions, feek occafions of 
attacking or engaging with the enemy, but on the contrary, a- 
void them as much as he can; for itis not in his power to take 
any proper care of the wounded, on the ftations which he muft 
in general chufe, much lefs to convey them to the army; be- 
fides, that they are entirely foreign to the fervice required of 
him, which is not to operate with ftrength, but addrefs in war. 
If a courier, however, paffes his poft, under an efcort of the 
enemy’s army, whom he cannot take without an attack, he muft 
then, as a foldier, riik every thing, in the execution of his 
duty ; but to expofe men, becaufe they are brave and volun- 
teers in the feryice, rafhly and wantonly, for plunder, or idle 


fame, 
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fame, is difgraceful to an officer, and proves him unfit for his 


command.’ 


In our Jate war, however unfortunate the event, the parti- 
fan was of great fervice, and to col, Emmerich’s detail of 
fome few incidents, more might, we know, be ealily added. 
The duty of the partifan officer was eafy, from the fimilarity 
of language, and the uniform of light troops, which, for the 
fake of concealment in woods, is always neceffarily green ; 
and there is, we believe, more than one inftance on record, 
where our troops arriving at a rebel magazine, or ftore, was 
not only miftaken for continental yagers, but were actually 
permitted to relieve the guard. ‘The confequences were ob- 
vious ; they were not allowed to mount guard again. On 
the whole, the hiftory of a partifan war would be very inte- 
refting and entertaining. We fhall conclude our article with 
one other extract, which is a kind of recapitulation of fome 
of colonel Emmerich’s various expeditions. 


‘ The foregoing are a few of a great number of fimilar expe- 
ditions on which I was ordered, but forbear to deta'l, prefum- 
ing that thofe I have mentioned, will be fufficient to give a pro- 
per idea of the nature of the fervice, upon which an officer, 
who acts in the fame capacity, may be employed, and probably 
help him to acquit himfelf, in fimilar fituations, with merit ; 
particularly as it is not courage only, which is neceflary, but 
a genius, truitful in expedients and refources, addrefs, perfe- 
verance, and precaution, muft contribute to form a partifan. 
Experience alone, however, can render fervice vealy. j found 
it very practicable to flip through the enemy’s army, on the 
Lower Rhine, remain at any diftance I found neceffary i in their 
rear, for three, four, and fometimes fix weeks; traverfe the 
country, make prifoners, deftroy convoys and magazines of 
provilions, intercept couriers, and at laft get round ‘the flanks 
of the enemy, through Franconia, and join the allied army, 
after having happily accomplifhed every object of the fervice 
entrufted to me, without incurring any cenfure or reproaches 
on my conduct from the enemy. This fort of expedition I re. 
peated eleven times in the fpace of two campaigns, from the 
beginning of the year 1761, until the peace in 1762.’ 





Remarks on the Internal Evidence of the Chriftian Religion. By 
Gilbert Wakefield, B.A. 8v0. 25. 6d. Deighton. 


VERY attempt to vindicate the religion of Chrift, in an 
age of fcepticifm and infidelity, demands our regard, 
efpecially when thefe arguments are taken from fo unexcep- 
tionable a fource as the Internal Evidence. Mr. Wakefield’s 
Remarks are unconnected and mifcellaneous. Among them 
we perceive fome that are ingenious, and many that are 
new. 
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new. Novelty, however, did not fo often meet our eye as 
we expected from the author’s preface ; and there are a few 
weak remarks which the Deift, if Deifts were eager to make 
profelytes, might convert to their own advantage. In al- 
moft every page alfo we find comparifons, contrafts, and il- 
luftrations drawn from the profane authors of antiquity ; but, 
in this part of the work, the allufions are often fo diftant, 
that thefe quotations rather illuftrate the author’s charatter as 
a {cholar than the Chriftian fyftem. We think too, in 
comparing the morality of antiquity with that of the Gofpel, 
Mr. Wakefield has not acted fairly. He might have feen, in 
a late courfe of the Bampton Lectures, that the preacher, eager 
to raife the divinity of Chrift, improperly leffens our eftimation 
of the morality of the New Teftament, and points out feveral co- 
incidences in the dictates of ancient authors, with fome of the 
purely benevolent and moral precepts of Chrift. In this compa- 
rifon too the ancient prayer, which comes fo near to the fpirit 
of one pafflage of the Lord’s Prayer, ¢ not our will, but thine 
be done,’ might have been mentioned. Perhaps a free tranf- 
lation may be more generally acceptable than the original. 
“ Give us, O Jupiter! thofe things which are beneficial to 
us, though we fhould negle& to afk them; and turn from us 
what would be injurious, even if we fhould be fo blind and 
prefumptuous as to requeft it.” We hazard thefe reflections 
with lefs apprehenfion, fince we have more than once had 
occafion to make and to enforce the obfervation; that what- 
ever occafional traces of piety, benevolence, and morality 
may occur in the heathen writers, they are neither fo clear, 
fo pointed, fo full, fo confiftent, or illuftrated by fuch an 
admirable practical comment, as the religion of Chrift. 
When we contemplate this pure, this extenfively applicable 
fyftem, we muft exclaim with the centurion,—* Surely this 
man is of God.’ 

It is necefiary, in our progrefs, to perform an act of juftice 
which efcaped us at the time of writing our account of the 
Differtation on the Mefflage of John the Baptift, noticed in 
our LXVIth volume, p. 216. The interpretation is the fame 
with that of Mr. Wakefield publifhed fome years fince, in 
his Commentary on St. Matthew. Though we fufpeéted at 
the time that it was not new, we were unable to recolle& 
where we had feen it. 

Of the different remarks we can give no very particular ac- 
count; but fhall felect one or two, and point out a few of 
thofe which feem to us ingenious. The following paflage is 
part of the remark on our Saviour’s conduct to the woman 
taken in adultery. 


* Yet 
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¢ Yet our Lord gave no fanction to adultery. The woman’s 
guilt is clearly acknowledged, when leave is given to the inzo- 
cent to put the law into execution againft her. The inability 
of her adverfaries to accept this condition dees not prove, or 
imply ser innocence in the judgment of our Saviour. The 
infidel can make out no juft exception to his character upon 
this ground. Indeed, he exprefly tells the woman to go and 
fin no more. 

¢ But our antagonift will object; ** he does not condemn 
her”’—Neither do 1 condemn thee:—‘* And this,’? he will add, 
*¢ amounts at leaft to an umpardonable connivance at her tranf- 
greflion.”? To this it may be replied in the firtt place, that 4e 
came not, according to his own declaration, zuto the world to 
condemn the worl/, and to execute the office of a judge: (and it 
is but reafon:ble to try him by his own principles; in which 
no inconfifteacy can be found.)—And inthe next place, any 
exercife of judicial authority would have given a direct contra- 
diction to that deference and fubordination, which he conitant- 
ly fhewed, and inculcated, to the power of the civil magis 
ftrate.’ 

The remarks on felf-commendation, occafioned by our 
Lord’s faying, ‘I am meek and lowly in heart,’ as well as 
fome other of his difcourfes, are interelling and jult. Thear- 
guments to prove that Judas died of a dyfentery, are labour- 
ed, erudite, and ingenious, rather than convincing. ‘The 
arguments in favour of the fimple, unadorned, and natural 
Janguage of the apoftles have great force, and thofe on the 
diftinguifhed excellency of St. John’s Gofpel are important. 
We fhall conclude our article with Mr. Wakefield’s peculiar 
interpretation of a paflage in this evangelift’s Epiftles; pre. 
mifing only, that it is connected with the event of the cen- 
turion piercing our Lord’s fide, out of which came blood and 
water; an appearance fuppofed by many commentators to be 
owing to the {pear having penetrated the pericardium. 


© And there are three, which bear witnefs on the earth; the 
Breath, and the Water, aud the Blood: and the end of the/e three 
zs one. 

‘ The circumftance, which is proved by thefe ¢hree things in 
conjunction —the Breath—the Water—and the Blood—is the 
death of Chrif?. Our evangelift had faid, that Jefus gave up his 
Breat>. Butwe all know, that life is recoverable in many in- 
ftances after refpiration ceafes. ‘The Breath alone, therefore, 
would not dear effectual cuitve/s. But the concurrence of the 
Water and the Blood makes the teftimony quite complete, and 
conftitutes an undeniable demonftration of the ceflation of ex- 


iftence.’ 
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The Spiritual Body. Being an humble Atiempt to remove thé 
Charge of Abjurdity from the Doétrine of the Refurrecticn, and 
thereby render it more the Objed cf a rational Faith; and a 
lefs Subject of Sneer to the Sceptics. 8vo. 1s. Buckland. 


N a late Number of our Journal we gave fome account of 

a Difcourfe on the RefurreCtion, which was defigned to 

difprove the opinion, that rhe body which died yofe again. 
Our prefent author, in his great object, concurs with Phila- 
lethes, but differs in the means employed to attainit. He 
confiders the fpirit, or the foul, for they feem in his opinion 
fynonymous, to be interwoven with the body, and in reality 
to be its effence, Matter, he thinks, receives its fymmetry, 
its beauty, and its organization from the {pirit conjoined to 
it; fo that, though the material fubftance decay, the effen- 
tial parts remain, without any change in appearance, If, for 
inftance, a body received light from the fun, and this light 
remained after the body was removed into a dark room, the 
form, the appearance, and even the varied fhades would re- 
main; and we fhould fee the body, though with refpe& to 
our fight the corporeal parts might be fuppofed no longer to 
exift. We fee light only in the different varieties with which 
3t was received. Thisis the cafe with phofphorefcent bedies, 
and comes nearer to our author’s idea than any other which 
occurs tous. ‘That the body, however, confifts only of ani- 
mated particles of matter will probably not at once be admit- 
ted by phyfiologifts; and divines will contend for a diflin& 
principle, which, independent of the animation of the body, 
thinks, reafons, and judges; and in the end is account- 
able for the aétions done in the body. ‘To bring the fubject 
within the reach of our comprehenfion, both thefe views 
feem to have been neglected ; and it will require fome far- 
ther attention to combine them with this fyftem: but it will 
not be avery difficult tafk. 

As our author confiders the foul to be incorporated with 
the body in its minuteft parts, and confequently to be able 
to aflume the appearance of the body, he muft fuppofe the 
dofrine of apparitions not to be very incredible. He does 
not rifk fo much as to contend that they are now to be feen; 
but, on fecurer grounds, thinks the impoflibility of the fa& 
cannot be proved; and as it is not inconiiftent with reafon, fo 
it is fupported by various teftimonies, and by many parts of 
Scripture. ‘Thefe bodies are fuppofed to rife from the ftate of 
reft and tranquillity, which fome have ftyled the fleep of the 
foul, previous to the day of judgment; though, in a fubfe- 
quent part, the author, a little inconfiitently, feems to op- 
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pofe the opinion (p. 38). What he has faid of the nature of 
fpirit is fo juft and proper that we with to preferve it. 


¢ But modern philofophy having refolved every thing into 
matter, argues thus: having no medium by which to judge of 
fpirit, and. arguing only negatively, we conclude fpirit is in 
every refpect what matter is nor: a very rafh conclufion indeed. 
Suppofe they had no poilible means of acquainting themfelves 
with a worm, and only hearing of fuch a reptile living in the 
earth, and crawling under our feet, and feeding on our dead 
carcafes : if the conclufion in this cafe fhould be, that the worin 
muft in every refpect be what man is not, would not fuch a 
conclufion be falfe ? as che worm has a fenfe of pain, a love of 
life, and fome other properties in common with man. Thus 
might we rationally judge of {pirit; although it is impoffible to 
be acquainted with pure fimple fpirit unconnected with matter ; 
yet, judging by the infinite variety and perfect coherence 
throughout all the works of God; confidering the curious link 
which joins, or hair-breadth line which feparates nature, fo 
thar it is fearcely difcernible where vegetative life ends, andthe 
animal begins ; where the brute ends, and the human nature be- 
gins; or, perhaps, from a Newton to an angel, where the human 
powers flop, and the angelic begins. ‘lhefe things confidered, 
why may we not conclude matter and fpirit muft fomewhere 
divide in as nice a point? and where fo likely as the fpiritual 
body, which (as it belonged to this world) is moft likely to be 
the very loweit degree of {pirit, and having lent its aid to, and 
been incorporate with matter, will retain many of the fame 
properties when feparate from it.’ 


On the whole, this little pamphlet is written with candour 
and judgment. In a path fo intricate it is eafy to ftray; and 
our author’s fyftem is entangled with fo many difficulties, that 
while we give him full credit for its ingenuity, we can hardly 
even ftyle it probable. In a few points his reafoning is per- 
plexed and obfcure: he will forgive us if we are miftaken, 
but we think we fee him, on one or two occafions, endea- 
vouring to imprefs the conviction which he does not fenfibly 
feel. 


— 


4 Differtation on the Proce/s of Nature in the filling up of Cavi- 
ties, healing of Wounds, and reftoring Parts which have been 
deftroyed in the human Body; which obtained the Prize Me- 
dal, given by the Lyceum Medicum Londinenfe, for the Year 
1779. By Fames Moore, Member of the Surgeon's Company of 
London. 4to. 35. fewed. Printed for the Society. 

—a fociety’s queftion we fhall firft tranfcribe: ¢* In what 

manner are cavities, whether formed by fuppuration, 
wounds, or otherwile, filled up?—-What are the appearances 
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of their filling up properly ?—In what manner is the new fkin 
formed ?——W hat are the fymptoms of 1is forming properly ?— 
In what cafes, and in what manner are the parts, which were 
deftroyed, reftored ?? Of thefe queitions the two firft are ex- 
amined together; the two fecond parts alfo form one head ; 
and the lait is confidered in a diftinét chapter. Mr. Moore’s 
fyitem is, in fome refpects, the fafhionable one ; but from it he 
occafionally deviates: his Differtation is written with great 
neatnefs and propriety; but his opinions feem not always to be 
correct, or arguments juft: yet, on the whole, it is an ele- 
gant and refpectable performance. 

The firft ftep, in this myfterious and almoft miraculous pro- 
cefs of nature, is the natural and immediate confequence of 
the divifion of the veflels, the effufion of blood or of ferum ; 
the interftitial Auid, which Mr. Moore fuppofes is abforbed 
as faft as itis poured out. Of this, fo far as our obfervation 
leads, there is fome doubt: a glutinous matter, which con- 
fitts of the coagulable part, once diffufed in the ferum, feems 
to be left, and even from the firit this thinner fluid appears to 
form a layer on which the reft concretes. ‘The fubfequent fe- 
ver certainly renders the effufion more copious and more glu- 
tinous; but this fever Mr. Moore fuppofes to be the primary 
fymptom, and to occur previous to the inflammation. From 
every view that we can take of the fubje€t, our conclufions are 
very different; but we fhall felect his arguments. 

‘ Many reafons could be given, if it were not improper here 
to enlarge upon this fubjest, to evince the impropriety of con- 
fidering moft of the fymptoms of fever, as fymputhetic with, 
or caufed by the inflammation. I hall only mention in parti- 
cular, that the fever is always antecedent to the inflammation : 
and it is impoffible to {i ppote that an effect fhould precede its 
caufe. Belides, it appears very improbable, that fympathy 
fhould in every inftance of confiderable inflammation produce a 
fet of fymptoms which are frequently dangerous, and fome- 


_ times fatal. 


¢ But the fuppofition that the fever is the caufe, not the ef. 
feét of the inflammution, is not embarraffed with the fame dif- 
ficulties. For when a folution of continuity of any of the parts 
of the body has occurred, it becomes requilite to unite this 
breach in the folids; the divided parts mutt therefore inflame ; 
and in order to produce this inflammation, certain actions take 
place in the couftitution. A {paim feizes the capillaries on the 
{urface of the body, the contraction of the heart and veffels are 
increafed and quickened, an unufual hcat, and the other fymp- 
toms of fever follow. By thefe extraordinary conttitutional 
actions, and by fome local ones, inflammation is generated.’ 


We can find no inftance of fever, fo far as our reco!lection 
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carries us, without an object to be removed, by which it ap» 
pears to be excited; for in what. way can we fuppofe nature 
to be fenfible of the neceffity of her efforts, or of their proper 
dire&tion, but by the pain and inflammation in fome inftances, 
and the infiuence of noxious matter in others? If then thefe. 
exift previous to the fever, they are probably the caufe of the 
fever. But Mr. Moore fuppofes that they do not; and in 
this he evidently confounds inflammation from an internal 
caufe with the fame affection from an external one: in the 
former, the fever is the firit fymptom; but in the latter, it 
cannot be contended that the fever is previous to the wound, 
and confequently to the pain. 

Our author then explains the nature of adhefive inflamma- 
tion very correctly, and feparates this procefs from that of 
snofculation, which probably feldom or never takes place. 
Arteries, veins, as well as nerves, are formed, itis faid, in this 
glutinous fubilance ; and M. Fourcroy’s obfervations on the 
nature of the fibrous part of the blood feem to give it fupport. 
Yet we would rather lean on our author’s expreflion of its be- 
ing a ¢ medium” for the new veffel to expand in, than on the 
fyftem of the living priaciple of the blood, which we tuf- 
pect to be a gratuitous hypothefis. Let us explain ourfelves 
alittle. From the firft formation of the feetus there feems to 
be no new organization: the whole procefs of nutrition ap- 
pears to depend entirelyon evolution. The newly animalifed 
matteris depofited in the interftices of fibres, for thefe form the 
mould to direct the growth, and the reft of the bulk 1s made 
up of acellular texture which is merely the infpiflated gluten 


of the bleod. In wounds healed by the firft intentaon, 


the efufed fluid forms, as we have faid, the medium; and. 


in this medium the extremities of the old vellel expand. We 
have much reafon to fuppofe that the fmalleit arteries are in 
fome degree ferpentine, for thofe conne&ed with the nervous 
fentient papillz we knoware capable of expanding; and there is 
no peculiar glandular fracture, or any other variation in the or- 
ganization of the fubfervient arteries to fenfation. Ir then the 
{mall arteries expand they will foon meet fo as to unite and fill up 
the fpace, while each artery returns the blood by its own vein. 
We know too that the extenfion of arteries is always accompanie 
ed by an increafed fenfibility of the attending nerves; and this 
increafed fenfibility in the nerves takes piace in inflammations, 
where fome new fpace is to be filled with a vafcular fruéture. 
In wounds uniting by the adhefive inflammation, the {pace 
is fmall, and the expanfion as weil as the pain 1s very iacon- 
fiderable. Where the fpace is larger the inflammation is 


greater, more extenfive, anda fluid, feemingly more favour~ 
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able to the expaniion is prepared, viz. pus. - Inflammation is, 
therefore, as Mr. Moore fuppofes, conftantly an attendant $ 
but, when he oppofes the common opinion, that a wound 
heals more readily by the firft intention, when the inflamma- 
tion is flight, he does not feem to comprehend its full force, 
To fay that a wound heals more readily when there is no in- 
flammation would be abfurds but a fight inflammation only 
is neceflary to the healing by the firft intention; and, when 
it is not increated by any additional] caufe, it is certainly more 
probable that the fides of the wound will unite by the adhe 
five inammation. ‘The whole diilicnity depends on the term 
fight : a little inflammation is, we have faid, neceflary, but 
there may be toolittle, in which cafe no proper medium is 
afforded, or too much, when purulent matter is the confe- 
quence, 

The appearances of the fuppurative inflammation our au- 
thor has defcribed with equal accuracy; and, in this cafe, 
we think the fame extenfion takes place in a greater degree, 
from a larger {urface, where the extended arteries rife from 
the “eating and meet from each fide, with rather an unufual 
proportion of ceilular fubitance. The burfting of abfceffes is 
not full aes ined by our author: we fhall add a little to ity 
and correé in a point or two what we think he has miftaken, 

The lymphatics abforb in general effufed fluids, and parts 
feparated from the living ones by the jaxta- pofition of addi- 
tional nutriment: they appear to have no influence on living 
organifed parts. W hen an ab{cefs {wells, it ditends on that 
fide where there is leait refiftance ; and from its preflurc. it 
deftroys the life ana the organization of the parts compreffed, 
Thefe are aniformly abforbed, of whatever nature they may be, 
‘The tendons flough, the ligaments are gradually deftroyed, 
and the bones become carious. On the furface, when the 
matter tends that way, the fkin becomes thinner, and at lai 


‘ burfts. This aperture is commonly imall: our author con- 


tends that itis large enough for the purpofe, as it is effected 
by nature with the defign of difcharging the matter; not re+ 
fieGing that nature 1s often blind, often in error, or at leaft 
miftakes the proper dire€tion. ‘The aperture is fixed to one 
{pot from reafons which it would be impoffible to enumerate, 
but which chiefly depend on the part affected, and the tex- 
ture of the kin. ‘The wound is ufually fmall; but what is 
of more confequence, itis feldom in a.depending direction to 
evacuate the matter completely ; and it is almoit always nes 
ceflary to add to what nature has done, by a larger opening, 
but more frequently by one on the lower fide, 

The next object of Mr. Moore’s attention is the formation 
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of new tkin, which he explains with great perfpicuity and 
accuracy. The new fkin refembles, however, in fome degree, 
a condenfed cellular fubftance rather than a true cutis. It 
has a cuticle and rete mucofum, but few veffels, no papille, 
or hairs. 

The laft part is on the organs, which after deftru&tion have 
been reftored ; and on this fubject our author makes fome juft 
diftinétions, refpecting organs efflential to life, and thofe 
parts whofe functions are lefs important. But the regencra- 
tion of nerves, with powers unchanged, is contradi¢tory to 
the experiments of Fontana and Monro. The ambiguity 
probably ariles from fmall nerves not conneéted in bundles, 
which efcape divifion: fo far as we can perceive, when the 
great nerves are divided, though the continuity is apparently 
reftored, the nervous energy is very greatly impaired. The 
view of the late difpute on the continent, between thofe who 
contend. for the complete and perfeé reftoration of parts, and 
thofe who wholly deny it, is fufficiently correét. As we have 


only once curforily glanced at it, we fhall tranfcribe what Mr. 
Moore has faid on the fubject. 


¢ One party infifts, that in wounds, ab{ceffes, and ulcers, 
there is alwa\s a growth of flefh of the fame nature with that 
which is divided or deftroyed. Ifa mufcle is cut through, or 
part of it deftroyed, the new flefh, they affert, becomes muf- 
cular; if the fame injury happens to a gland, the new fubiiance 
becomes glandular; or if to a tendon, tend nous; and fo on of 


_all the different fub{fances of which the body is compofed. 


* It would be happy for mankind if this conftant rettoration 
took place. And perhaps the opinion was at firft admitred, 
from the tendency natural to men, of eafily Lelieving what they 
wifh to be true, 

‘ The other party is equally pofitive, that in wounds and ule 
cers there is no growth ot new flefh of any kind or quality what- 
foever. They infift that the cavities of fore: are obliterated, not 
by new flefh arifing from the bottom to the height of the fkin, 
but by the parietes of the cavity fhrinking to the depth of its 
bottom. And notwithflanding that they muft ores have been 
obliged in their practice to oppofe the exuberant granula‘ions 
by bandages and efcharotics, yet nothing would compe! them 
to fwerve trom their opinion, and to truft to theireyes. The 
exerted their ingenuity in proportion tothe difficulties they had 
to encounter, and have difplayed wonderful fubtlety in attempt. 
ing to prove, what one can hardly conceive they believed. 

‘ It would certainly be very d fferent from the ufual procefles 
of nature, to remedy the inconveniences refulting from the lofs 
of an ounce of flefh, by caufing the neighbouring parts to wafte 
a quarter of a pound; but this 1s in effect what meffieurs Fabre 


and 









and Louis have afferted and endeavoured to prove, by long dif- 
fertations, in the Memoirs of the Academy of Surgery at Paris.’ 

The laft fection contains many new as well as interefting 
remarks ; and, as we have freely pointed out faults, we can 
as freely add, that this differtation deferves no inconfiderable 
commendation. 





An Introdu&ion to the Practice of Midwifery. By Thomas 
Denman, M.D. Volume the Firft. 8v0. 65. in Boards. 
Jobnfon. 


WE have confidered fome part of this and the volume 

which is to fucceed, in the former Numbers of our Jour 
nal (Crit. Rev. vol. LXIII. p. 49.) as they were publifhed in 
detached portions ; but we fhall now examine our author’s 
fyftem as = whole, without repeating the former remarks. 
The publication feems to have been one of laft year; but, either 
from its not being advertifed, or fome accident which we can- 
not explain, it has but lately come to our hands. Dr. Den- 
man’s character and merit induced us to perufe it immediate- 
ly, and give the earlieft account of it that was confiftent with 
our other indifpenfible obligations. 

As a fyftem of midwifery the work muft contain much in 
common with other fyftems; many parts where the author 
can add little to our knowledge; and others which no inge- 
nuity can embellifh. Our readers will, therefore, fuppofe that 
nothing which deferves attention is omitted ; and that, while 
we ftep with little notice over many pages, the chafm is notin 
the volume bat in our article; for, of a fubje&t which cannot 
always be treated in a popular work with due decorum, it is 
not proper to extend the account beyond what the views of 
{cience and of utility may demand. 

The introdu@tion, which feems to have been wholly or in 
part an introdutory lecture to our author’s clafs, is a fhort 
and inftructive hiltory of medicine and furgery. In the laft 
department midwifery is particularly confidered. An extrac 
from a manufcript-work by Dr. Percival Willoughby, who 
lived at Derby and afterwards in London, about the middle of 
the feventeenth century, is very curious, from the pointed ap- 
pofite illuftrations of different parts of the fubject, and from 
the earneftnefs with which he recommends attention’ and 
delay. Dr. Chamberlain’s fecret inttrument our author 
believes to have been the vectis; and Dr. Maubray, about 
1723, feems to have been the firft public lecturer in midwife- 
ry which Britain can boaft, Our author’s account 1s only 
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brought dewn to the year #740: he feems to dread in a more 
recent Kiftory, 





—— ignes 
Suppofitos cineri tities 


In the work, the firft obje&t which attra&s our attention is 
the occafional feparation of the bones of the pelvis. Dr. Den- 
man thinks that fome fpace may be gained by this feparation, 
which. probably takes ‘place, in a few inftances, to a certain 
degree. We have feen weaknefs and lamenefs after hard la- 
bours, which have been attributed to lacerations of the peri- 
nzum, but which were probably owing to a little relaxation 
in the ligaments. ‘Lhe reunion is effected after fome time; 
and, in one inftance adduced, feems to have been delayed by 
a formation of pus: this was evacuated by the nataral paf- 
fages; but, in future cafes, the event may not be {o fortu- 
nate. It.is, however, pleating to refieCt that this termination 
will not probably be frequent. We remember to have feen, 
in Dr. Hunter’s collection, the cartilaginous connection of the 
fymphyfis of the pubis, with a cavity feemingly natural in 
the middie. This might allow fome additional play of the 
bones, but would, we fufpe&t, favour the formation of an 
abfcefs, and, as it had no du&t, the abfcefs. might defiroy the 
¢artilage and the bones. The feparati on which our author 
fpeaks of, he feems tothink may be in fome degree natural, 
or the effect of violent labours: the Sigaultian operation will 
probably be the fubject of a future confideration. 

The next part of this volume which engaged our attention 
was the author’s remark on the retroverfion of the uterus. We 
fhall tranfcribe his obfervations refpecting the caule. 


¢ The fuppretfion of urine has hitherto been fu; ppofed to be. 
the confequence of the retroverfion of the uterus, which has 
been afcribed to various accidental caufes. Bur if we confider 
the manner in which thefe parts are connected, and examine 
the effect produced by the inflation of the bladder in the dead 
fubject, fo as to refemble the diftention brought on by a fup- 
preffion of urine in the living, we thal 1 be convinced that the 
uterus murft be elevated before it can be retroverted. Now, as 
there.appears to be no caufe, befides the difleniion of the blad- 
der, capable of elevating, and at the fame time projec ang the. 
fundus of the uterus backwards; and as {uch elevation and: pro- 
jection neceffarily follow the diffeniion of the biadder, 1: is. 
more reafonable to. conclude that the fuppreffion of wiine pre- 
cedes the retroverfion, it we do not,allow it to be a,caufe with- 
out which the retroverfion cannot exift, Moreover, if the ute- 
rus is in a tate which permits it to be retroverted, when the 
bladder is ‘much diftended, a retroverfion is a neceflary confes 
quence." If a woman, for inftance, about the third month of 
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her pregnancy, has a fuppreffion of urine continuing for a eer 
tain time, we may be affured that the uterus is tetroverted,? 


But whatever may have been the caufe, the cure muft always 
begin by drawing of the water, for which Dr. Denman re- 
commends a flexible male catheter, flowly introduced. The 
uterus will undoubtedly return, in confequence of its farther 
diftenfion; and our author very fenfibly concludes, that, 
though we could wifh on the whole to be able always to reduce 
it at firft, yet, if the operation be found troublefome and in- 
convenient, it is fafer to wait for the procefs of nature, caré-~ 
fully guarding againft the eéffeSs of the change of its fitua- 
tion. 

The dropfy of the perinzum is a difeafe which does ‘not 
often occur, and has been fcarcely ever mentioned. It is, 
however, only a fymptom of afcites, where the water falls 
down on the infleGed part of the peritoneum, which lies be- 
tween the vagina and rectum. [It often protrudes the vagina, 
and gives a fufpicion of prolapfus uteri. Though formidable, 
if independent of pregnancy, we fufpect it to be a favourable 
appearance ; for the water has been difcharged by tapping the 
tumor, and leaving a canulain the orifice. In this depend- 
ing fituation the afcites may be removed, and the veffels -en- 
abled to recover their tone gradually. A hernia between the 
wterus and rectum may alfo fometimes occur, when it will net 
be eafy to afcertain the caufe. Ifit be -afcertained, perhaps 
only the more general remedies can be employed. 

In the chapter which relates to conception, Dr. Denman 
races the generation and growth in the three kingdoms of 
nature. In the mineral kingdom we begin to fee now pretty 
clearly, that elective attraction is the remoter. canfe of union + 
that kind of polarity in diferent particles which feems to.in- 
fluence cryftallization is the more immediate one, while gra. 
vity brings the minuter molecules thus formed within the 
fphere of attraction of cohefion. In other words, cryftalliza . 
tion and juxtapofition are the ‘peineip al caufes of the forms 
and the increafe of matterin general. But, when ourauthor 
proceeds to his more general pofition, and tells us that, by ‘ the 
time required for the formation of matter under every indivi- 
dual modification, its continuance under fuch modification is 
regulated ;? though we fee it tobe true in general, the ex- 
ceptions are too numerous to enable us to derive any advan- 
tage from the law. The argument is perhaps lefs juft: * for, 
fays he, if there had been no relation between the power of 
increafe and the tendency to decay, the whole world, in a 


- courfe of years, muft have been compofed of matter ander one 
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peculiar form.’ This, we think, can be only true if matter 
was capable of one modification of form, and no new body 
could arife from its altered parts. Ifin one form it decays 
fafter than it grows; and in another, it grows more rapidly 
than it decays, which we perceive to be the cafe in many in- 
ftances which occur to us, the refult would be what we now fee, 
independent of the general principle, which we believe, howe 
ever, on the whole to be true. Ofour author’s illuftration of 
the generation in the vegetable kingdom from feeds, we hall 
extract a part, premifing only, that in the MS. of Dr. Wil- 
loughby before quoted, delay is recommended and illuftrated 
by a fimilar aflufion. 


‘ A nut iscontained in a foliaceous cup or hufk, by which it 
‘Is connected to the tree. The broad end of the nut is clofely 
attached to the cup by fmall veffels, which, in the early flate 
of the nut, are very numerous; but, as it advanceth towards 
maturity, thefe gradually wither away, till the few remaining 
ones bicoming too feeble to fupport the nut, it drops to the 
ground. This may in one fenfe be called the birth of the nut, 
though it may with more propriety be likened to the feparation 
of the impregnated ovum from the ovarium in viviparous ani- 
mals, or to the expulfion of theegg in oviparous ones. When 
the nut is fallen tothe ground, if the bed which receives it and 
other circumftances are favourable to germination, a new pro- 
-cefs begins, the fhell, foftening by the moifture abforbed by that 
end of the nut which before adhered to the cup, and which is 
more porous than the other parts. The whole internal furface 
of the fhell is lined with a flocculent fubftance for the preven- 
tion of injury to the kernel from the hardnefs of the fhell, and 
for the referve and preparation of the moifture already abforb- 
ed. ‘The kernel has alfo two membranes, the inner of which 
is fine and pellucid, but the outer is of a coarfer texture, re- 
fembling that fubftance which lines the fhell. On the internal 
furface of the broad end of the fhell there is a congeries of vef- 
fels, or a ligament, which paffes, between the kernel and fhell, 
to the apex of the kernel to which it is attached, and probably 
ferves the purpofe of an umbilical cord. When the fhell has 
continued in this fituation for a certain time, it decays or burfts, 
and gives room for the expanfion of the kernel. During this 
interval, the procefs of germination is going on in the kernel, 

which is not deprived ofits coverings, fo long as they are necef- 
fary for its protection. The corculum, or bud, begins to 
{prout; the outer membranes decay ; and, together with a great 
rt of the kernel, ferve as the firft fupply of nourifhment. 
Then the radicle and other parts of the little plant are unfold- 
ed; and when they have acquired a certain degree of itrength, 
the kernel is divefted of all its fubfervient parts, the root ftrikes 
into the ground, and the plant is perfected by the vigour of its 

own principle,’ 
| é So 
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So far as anatomy and phyfiology have elucidated this very 
myfterious and important procefs in the human fpeciés, Dr. 
Menman has followed the beft and moft rational fyftems. We 
are alittle furprifed, however, that he has not alluded to Bon- 
net and his fyftem of pill-boxes (emboitement). So far as ex- 
periment can go, the foetus is undoubtedly found in the 
mother; animated and perhaps nourifhed by the impreg- 
nating fluids; and, from analogy, we muft fuppofe the pro- 
cefs to be a fimilar one in the human fpecies. Yet, when we 
furvey the univerfe, and the myriads which inhabit earth, air, 
and water, we may be allowed for a moment to confider the 
fubject in the abftra&t, and to look on vitality, as matter ani« 
mated, whofe form and appearance depend on the nidus in 
which it is depofited, and the organs by which it is convey- 
ed; nor can confufion arife in the univerfe from this fyftem, 
when we perceive in every ftep the regulations of an all-wife 
Creator, either impreffed by fixed and unalterable properties 
on matter of different kinds, or, in fome cafes perhaps, fi- 
lently and immediately infiuenced by his power: an aweful 
confideration, which will lead the attentive mind from earth 
to heaven, and make a fchool of philofophy, as it ought to 
be, and as it is to the intelligent and reflecting enquirer, the 
beft {chool of religion. 

In the more particular phyfiological confiderations, Dr. 
Denman’s remarks are extremely juft. The expulfatory power 
of the uterus, however, he feems to perplex, by his explana. 
tions, and by looking farther for the folution than the pheno. 
menon appears to require. The uterus is confeffedly a hollow 
mufcle, whofe ftimulus is an over-diftenfion in proportion to 
the cavity which receives it. This gives a determined period 
to the time of geltation, and the ufual fympathy brings, dur- 
ing its action, the abdominal mufcles to confpire with it to 
the fame end. Dr. Denman gives an inftance, and we have 
feen more than one, where, from ah afcites, the action of the: 
uterus alone effected the delivery; nor, fo far as we could 
obferve, was it flower than in the healthy ftate. 

In ‘the difeafes of pregnancy, if we were hypercritical, we 
might remark a little error, or what we fufpeét to be error, in 
the beginning. He properly defines irritability to be the 
difpofition to a& ; but he calls the action, when produced, ir- 
ritation, The aétion is, however, only the effect, and irrita« 
tion is the exciting caufe: the effect is manifeited by reft« 
leffnefs and anxiety, or in the mufcular fyftem, where it is 
ufually found, by irregular actions, fpafms, and convulfions, 
The vomiting of pregnant women is, he thinks, excited by 
a matter to be evacuated; and, if the vomiting be repreffed, 
fhould be difcharged by ftool. This advice cannot be inja- 
D4 rious, 
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yiOuss; yet we do not think it well founded, for the matter 
brought vp feems to be emulged from the glands by the ftrain- 
ng, ince it appears only after fome urging*. When this 

action has béen quieted by opium, we have not perceived the 
necejlity of an inereafed evacuation by fool. To obviate 
coftivenefs, even in irritable ftates of the Romach, ourauthor 
recommends falts; and we have frequently found them to re- 
main when every thing elfe was rejected. Boerhaave, we 
believe, attributed am antiemetic power to falts, even to com- 
mon falt; of which we once faw a ftriking inftanee. The 
tate of the Romach, which produces a fanciful and eaprici- 
.Ous appetite, is very difficult of explanation. It is very cer- 
tain that the eager defire after any particular food may be 
yepreffed with fafety, though, when the fancy is within proper 
bounds, no man of tendernefs and: humanity would fpare any 
trouble to granfy it. The conneétion between the mother 
and the feetus is myfterious. It is a faét, we think well efta-. 
blifhed, thatthere is no nervous conneétion ; yet if in the 
‘gmaternal part of the placenta there is a feparation of hurtful 
and improper parts of the mother’s blood,’a fuppofition high- 
ly probable, the agitation of hermind may injure this fecre- 
tion, and, in this way, affect the child’s general health; but 
that it can‘ produce a {pot on the fkin of any determinate co- 
Jour, break a bone, or deprive a cvild of the moft minute 
part, is a fuppofition that every rational phyfiologif will re- 
volt at. That the child can be infe&ted with fiphylis, or 
fmall-pox, except in the paffaze daring delivery, Dr. Den- 
man is unwilling to believe. We have feen inftances fo ftrong: 
of both Sabebktan 5 that we muft admit of the poffibility; but 
this only happens when the blood is greatly loaded with vene- 
real matter, or with the matter of fmall-pox, as we once had 
eccafion to obferve, at the moment of the retroceffion of the 

ftules, It isan ingenious fuppofition of our author, that 
the opinion of women’s longing was decidedly countenanced: 
to fecure them fome 

eriod in lefs civilifed times. The following obfervation, for 
the comfort of the ladies in this difagrecable predicament, 
we fhall tranfcribe. . 

‘ At the latter part of the utero-geflation it is not uncom. 
mon for women to have an incontinence of urine, not perpe- 
tually, but occafionally, when they ftand upright, or have any 


fudden though flight motion, efpecially it they have a trouble-: 


fome cough. Ais far as either the ftrangury or incontinence of: 


rine depend upen the preifure of the enlarged uterus, it wilt 
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Grigg" 3 Advite to the Female Sex 4t 
only be in.our power to alleviate them: for the caufe muft re- 
main till the time of delivery ; and the peculiarity of the com- 
plaint may be owing to the compreftion beimg cafually made 
either upon the neck or fundus of the bladder. Et is fome com- 
fort for women to be informed, and I believe the obfervation 
is generally true, that affections of this kind are never produc- 
ed, except in thofe cafes in which the prefentation of the child 
ts natural.’ a : 

Our author’s explanation of a ‘common obfervation may 
alio give them ‘fome fatisfa@tion. It has been remarked that 
if a pregnant woman has the fmall-pox, and, during the. dif- 
eafe, fhould be in labour, though at the fall time, the cer- 
tainly dies: fhe dies, fays he, not becaufe fie falls into la- 
bour;: but fhe falls into labour becaufe fhe is dying. This is 
frilly trite; and if the difeafe'is not dangerous, there is no 
danger fromthe complication of pregnancy: indeéd there is 
no period of a woman’s life when he is lefs in danger of dying 
than during pregnancy. 

The volume concludes with our author’s Effay on Natural 
Labour, in fome parts corrected, and in ethers a little en- 
larged ; but this we have already confidered. On the whole, 
we think this a very valuable volume; it contains an accurate 
view of the fcience, whofe bounds it occafionally extemds, and 
whofe obfcurity it has often elucidated. We could have wihh- 
ed that Dr. Denman had fometimes been a little more expli- 
cit, and, in a few inftances, more correét in his language 5 
but many of thefe errors we believe to be typographical ones, 
and we ought to add, that we have dilcovered no milftakes 
that materially affe& the fenfe. 





Advice to the Female Sex ix general, particularly thofe iz a State 
of Pregnancy and Lying-in. To which ts added, an Appen- 
dix, containing fome Direions relative to the Maxazement of 
Children, in the firft Part of Lif. By Jobe Grigg, Pra&i- 
tioner in Midwifery. Sve. 35. Gd. in Boards. Robinfons. 

ME: Grigg offers his afliftance to the ladies with the deli- 

cate plaufibility which engages their attention on fub- 
jects the moft truly interefiing. While a nemerous race of in- 
efficient or uninformed quacks eroud round the fair, we are 
not difpleafed, a# the whele, that they wall probably be faper. 
feded by a manof fome experience and of fome information: yet 


we own that we do not greatly approve of the attempt, It re- 


quires a flrong mind and a found judgment, to be able to fee, 
unmoved, the various difagreeable accidents which may attend 


‘the fituation in which we muft be neceffarily placed. Works of 
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this kind, in the delicate minds of the timid female, may be very 
injurious; or, by infpiring a confidence that no other affiftant 


“except this volume is neceffary, fhe may mifapprehend the na- 
ture and the caufes of her complaint, and mifapply thofe reme- 
dies which are imprudently brought within her reach. If we 


examine the * Advice’ with thefe views, we fhall find that Mr. 
Grigg has guarded with fome care againft the firft, but has paid 
little attention to the laft. The profpeés held out are often 
chearing ; and the inconveniencies concealed, as wel] as va- 


“ious misfortunes incident to the different ftates which he de- 
fcribes. The accidents in labour are fpoken of flightly: the 
puerperal fever is fcarcely confidered with more attention, or 


as more dangerous than a common inflammatory one; while 


the dangers of a profluvium in the later months are fcarcely 


hinted at. On the other hand, our author fpeaks with con- 
fidence of remedies which often fail: he fcarcely ever hints, 
that peculiar management is frequently neceffary under the 


eye of a more experienced practitioner; or at what the af- 
‘frighted woman muft do when fhe finds her valued formula 
‘has failed. The advantage refulting from his former caution 
‘renders the fecond part of his conduét ftill more inconvenient, 
for what is fpoken of flightly, the woman, unlefs taught by 
‘dangerous experience, will not confider as of importance. 
“What then muoft be the refult? that every popular attempt in 
the medical line is inconvenient on every fide, always impro- 
‘per, and moft often dangerous. 


If we confider the work itfelf, we muft pronounce it to be 


‘plaufibly and neatly written. ‘The authorities are numeros-, 


but not always well chofen ; for fome volumes are pretty large. 


“ly copied which do not add to the value of the compilation ; 
‘and fome medicines feem to be introduced merely to bring 
‘forward particular names. Who, for initance, before Mr. 


Grigg, ever confidered the mangel wurtzel as an emollient? 
“The whole is extended, by a ftyle more copious in words than 
we remember ever to have feen. | 

As Mr. Grigg depends much on Dr. Denman, Dr. ‘Hamil- 
ton, and M. Puzos, we need not fay that his obfervations are 
-often valuable and ufeful. What relates to the more domef- 
‘tic management of labour we fhall tranfcribe, for we with to 
make it more generally known. 


¢ According to the prefent improved ftate of midwifery, as 
-{oon as a woman is in actual labour, a few neceflary friends at- 
tend her, and not before, neither does the accoucheur inter- 
fere with his affiftance, unlefs the cafe abfolutely requires it. 
Her drefs, which is generally troublefome, is exchanged for 
another more convenient and lighter, and in which fhe may ~ 
ercife 
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ercife her mufcles with more eafe and freedom. The door and 
even windows of her chamber, in the fummer time, are kept 
open during the day, and in the winter, no more fire is- allowed 
than may be fufficient to. render her apartment agreeably warm, 
She is neither confined to her bed, until it is judged neceffary, 
nor kept ftanding againft her inclination, but is at liberty to walk 
about, and occafionally to fit-or lie down. | 
© The min4 is particularly attended to, and it is found to be 
of the greateft importance to foothe and divert it, during the 
intervals’ of pain, with prudent, rational, and encouraging 
converfation. 

¢ If, upon the intermiffion of pain, the patient is inclined to 
fleep, this is encouraged as ufeful in predifpofing to labour, and 
if fhe falls into fome refrefhing, though perhaps fhort flum- 
bers, fhe may happily forget what fhe has before fuffered, and 
not anticipate the uneafy fenfations fhe has yet to experience. 
To indulge fo favourable a circumftance, eipecially if fhe has 


before undergone much fatigue, the room js ordered to be kept 


quiet, her friends are requefled to withdraw, except fuch as 


may be ufeful, and a perfect filence is enjoined. 


‘ During this feemingly inactive ftate, nature is very affidu- 
ous in difpofing the parts to dilate, and bringing about thofe 
changes, which are neceffary, in an almoft imperceptible man- 
ner; asthe aim which fhe endeavours to accomplith cannot be 
obtained without pain, fo the reft of the patient is often there- 
by interrupted, and fhe not unfrequently finds every fucceed- 
ing pain more confiderabie. 

‘ If the is of a weak conftitution, and inclined to faint, fome 


mild nourifhment is given, fuch as a little panada with wine, a 
‘ bafon of warm caudle, broth, or any thing elfe, that is proper 


for her; but, in general, the beft refloratives are cool air aod 
diluting liquors, efpecially where the faintnefs proceeds from 
long continued labour. Cordials of a fpiri:uous kind are dif- 
approved, unlefs the patient has been accuftomed to them at 
other times, and appears very low, but ifthey have not the ef- 
feét of increafing the pains, which is rarely the cafe, the repe- 
tition of them is feldom allowed, for, upon the advancement of 
labour, fhe acquires an increafe of f{pirits and grea:er refolu- 
tion.’ 

The praétice of whifpering while the patient lies feemingly 
afleep is very pernicious: it will roufe from light flumbers, 
and always gives fufpicion, during the labour, of fomething 
apprehended. Nurfes are frequently guilty of this fault, and 
we have known them talk to themfelves for want of a com- 
panion to addrefs their difcourfe to. The management of 
children is on the whole well defcribed, but chiefly copied 
from fome of the laft and moft valuable fyftems, 
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A Tour through Sweden, Swedifp Lapland, Finland, and Den- 
mark. In a Series of Letters. Llluftrated with Engrave 
tugs. By Matthew Confetti, Efg... 4to. 105. 6d. in Boards: 
Goldfmith. | ; 


WE have many companions in a nofthern tour: in Eng- 

land, the fentimental Wraxal has led us to various 
fcenes in the Baltic: the philofophical Maupertuis carried us, 
in purfuit of an important object, the menfuration of a degree 
of the meridian within the arétic circle, to Tornao, and en- 
livened his drier problems with fome accouat of his adventures, 
and the cuftoms of the inhabitants. . Various miffionaries, 
with the laudable defign of promoting the knowledge of the 
Chriftian religion, have added to our acquaintance with the 
inhabitants of thefe dreary regions; and Linnzus, in his dif- 
ferent itineraries, particularly in his-Flora Laponica, has told 
tis of the cuflom# of the Laplanders, and of their neareft 
neighbours. Mr. Confett, with fir H. Liddell, engaged, in 
the fummer of 1786, in an expedition to the northern kings 
doms. ‘There feems to be fome myftery in their plan and 
their defign, which it is not our bufinefs to examine; but 
they embarked at Shields on the 24th of May, returned there 
on the 17th of Auguft following, ran in that interval to Swe- 
-den, and from Gottenburgh, at leaft 1600 miles, in a cauntry 
where delay is unavoidable, and accommodations by no means 
‘frequent ; fo that they could not have found much time for 
‘the examination of particular objects. Added to this, we 
“do not perceive that this party, from previous knowledge of 
‘what had been already done, or the experience'of their pre- 
deceffors, were inftructed to turn theireyes to objects not al- 
ready explored. In fhort, we muft-look on thefe remarks as 
the hafly obfervations of travellers, who ftaid not to examine, 
_and who communicated the firit impreflions which they re- 
ceived with fpirit and fidelity. If we meet with complaints 
-and inconveniencies often in the foreground of the picture, 
we can affure the young eager traveller that he muft atquire 
_philofophy by habit, if nature has den-ed it, before he will 
be able to overlook or to forget them. 

Our fir attentidn, in this. volume, was direfted to the 
king of Sweden, an object of the firft importance in the pre- 
fent political fyftem of the North. -From his general con- 
~ du&, and his behaviour to Mr. Wraxal, xot recorded tn.his 
journal, we confidered him as able, intelligent, and enlight- 
ened. Mr. Confett feems to reprefent him as impetuous and 
inconfiderate. ‘The event of the prefent war may furnifh the 
folution of this dificulty ; for, without knowing his founda. 
tion 
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tion or his refources, it is not eafy to form any opinion of the 
propriety of his conduct: we own that we fufpect Mr, Con. 
fett’s view to be the moft accurate. The account of the diet 
of Sweden is fhort, fimple, and correct; and the king ap- 
pears by no means the abfolute monarch which he is repre- 
{ented to have made himfelf; nor do we fee that his late con» 
queft over the nobility wall greatly extend his power, if the 
clergy and peafants have fill authority to reftrain inordinate 
and inypropet expences. : 

The country of Sweden, broken by mountains and beauti- 
fied by lakes and fertile valleys, affords many romantic or 
pleafing profpetts, Lapland, the place of this party’s deftina- 
tion, even in their fhort fummer, can fcarcely be an intereft- 
jng or an entertaining {cene.- We fhall extract our author’s 
fhort fketch-. indeed all his pictures are fketches—of a Lap- 
Jand family 

¢ This confifted of an old man, his wife, a young man and 

his wife, wih a very young child, probabty about two months 
old. The infant was : oft curioufly ruffed up in a cradle, or 
machine, almoit refembling a 5 cafe, made of the thick 
bark of a tree, fo formed tha it exactly contained the babe, 
who was fixed ‘nit with a kind of brafs chain, made fo portable 
and light that the mother ilove eafily carry it in one hand, 
This cradle, which is alfo fometiines n rade of a hollow plece of 
timber like a fall boat, the Lapland women, when they travel, 
tie with the child init to their hack. ‘The child is not covered 
with bed clothes, but with a foft and fine mofs, over which 
they lay the tender ‘kin of a young rein-deer. When they rock the 
child they faften the ciadie with a rope to the top of the hut, 
and toffing it from one fide to the othe r, lull the child afleep, 
This j,apland family invited us to their tent, and offered us 
their common and — fare, which confifts of deer’s milk, and 
cheefe nade of the fame milk; occationally they eat deer’s Aefh, 
bur have no kind of bread. We pretented them in return for 
their civilities with fume wine, which they feemed to relifh 
yery much, but gave us to underiiand that brandy would have 
been more accept. ble 

‘The Laplanders are a ftrong featured people, low in ftae 
ture, but fo conftitutionally hard as to bear the preety of the 
moft inclement feafon. Thefe Pep le are generally born in 
woods, and are ty uently upon the inow, and wanderers from, 
their birth to their life’s end. Their huts are formed of pieces 
of timber, or rafters joined togeiher, and covered with turf, 
or the br«nches or bark of pine- -trees, fo that architecture here 
may be faid to appear in its firit rudiments. Sometimes coarfe 
cloth makes a part of the covering of theirtents. In fome 
places, we were told, that their hoafes were built upon the 
tr unks of trees raifed above the jurtace of the earth, or upon a 
lione 
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| girls brought to England, in copfequence of a wager. 





46 The Trifler ° 


flone foundation, to prevent, in thofe defolate regions, their 
being overwhelmed in the enormous drifts of fnow, or devoured 


by wild beafts.’ 
. The following fa&t is, we believe, wholly new. 


'¢ The-low priced brandies are made from rye and ants, a fpe- 
cies of infeé very plentiful in this country. Upon enquiry I 
find, that *‘ ants fupply a refin, an oil, and an acid, which 
have been deemed of confiderable fervice in the art of phyfic.” 
The ant ufed upon thefe occafions is a remarkably large black 
infect, commonly found in fmalk round hills at the bottom of 
the fir tree. Iti, lefs to be wondered that they fhould ufe thefe 
infects in their diflilleries than that they fhould eat them and 
confider them as highly palatable and pleafant. As I was walk- 
ing with a yo ng gentleman in a wood near Gottenburg, I ob- 
ferved him fit down upon one of thefe living hills, which from 
the nature of its inhabitants I fhould rather have avoided, and 
begin with fome degree of keennefs to devour thefe infects, 
firt nipping off their heads and wings. The flavour he declar- 
ed was of the fineft acid, rather refembling that of a lemon.’ 


‘To fulfill a particular engagement *,’ fir G. Liddel brought 
home two chearful innocent girls from Lapland, with five 
rein-deer. We hear with equal pleafure that the rein-deer 
thrive in England, and that the fimple engaging maidens 
have returned, equally innocent and chearful, to their native 
woods and fnows. On the whole, our author’s accounts, 
though of a fight texture, are amufing, and fome of his de- 
{criptions, though fhort, are interefting. 
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The Trifler. A new Periodical Mifcellany. By Timothy Touch- 
frone, of St. Peter’s College, Weftminfier. 80. 75. Od. in 
Boards. Robinfons. 

WV HETHER the fuccefs of the Microcofm of Eton has 

induced the young inhabitants of the rival feminary of 

Weftminfter to try the force of their unfledged pinions; or 
whether fome young author has put on the fquare cap to per- 
fonate a Weftmintter ftudent, is of little confequence to deter- 
mine. Mr. Touchftone tells us that he is young; and we 
think that he is unexperienced in the ways of men, and in the 
walks of literature: indeed the Trifler is in many refpeéts in- 
ferior to the Microcofm; and, as we once endeavoured to 
give afcale of merit by which thefe periodical effayifts were 
to be meafured, we think that our author fhould be reduced 
to fome of the loweft degrees. 





* We have been informed that the journey was undertaken, and the 
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The Trifler, like every author of this kind fince the days 
of the inimitable and unimitated Speétator, offers us ferious 
effays, characters, hiftories, adventures, and one eaftern tale: 
philological difcuffions, grammatical errors, a little allegory, 
and numerous poems complete his bill of fare. We know 
not in which branch to praife him highly, or in which he 
finks loweft. The whole is in one unvaried ftrain of mediocrity. 
The ftyle is neat and corre&t, without animation and without 
point. The effays contain few thoughts for which it was ne- 
ceflary to dive beneath the furface of the fubje&t; the cha- 
rafters are neither new nor well defcribed; the hiftories and 
adventures are dull and improbable. As we know not then 
where to find particular merit, we fhall extra& a paflage or 
two from the profe and from the poetry, that if we have erred 
in our judgment the author may be able to appeal to that of 
our readers. The following remarks on fafhion are fhort, if 
not new. 


¢ Fafhion is almoft expofed to as many viciflitudes as the at- 
mofphere; when aman is once enlifted under its banners, he 
folely devotes his time to the execution of its commands. Ever 
other idea is banifhed, and his mental faculties (which in gene- 
ral are not ftrong) are racked in the invention of new fafhions ; 
literature, and every other intellectual improvement, are tafks 
too laborious, and beneath the confideration of a man of the 
world; fuch is the title affumed by thefe gilded butterflies. 

‘The grand principle which induces them to adopt thefe 
grotefque whims, is to gain the attention of the fair. Arrayed 
in the magnificent difplay of fafhionable levity, they injudici- 
oufly dangle after the fair, as an appendage to their equipage. 
If they underftood the difpofition of female minds, they would 
devote to internal improvement the time watted in the abfurd 
decoration of their perfuns. An extreme obfervance of fafhion 
deftroys the effect of their real external qualifications ; although 
it calls the attention of their fuppofed admirers, it creates pity, 
and excites difguft in the eyes ot females, whofe powers, they 
falfely imagine, are incapable of difcerning their ignorance and 
vanity. 

‘ Thefe failings in general {pring from an intelleétual weak- 
nefs, rather than a depravity of feeling. An inordinate paffion 
to be admired, and the flattery of applaufe, eafily extend their 
influence on men, whofe minds are fufceptible of the moft tri- 
vial impreffion.’ 

The following little poetical attempt, faid to be written by 
a correfpondent, is, we think, one of the mof pleafing pieces 
in the collection, 

€A Vitvace Firesipe. 
¢ When nature pines beneath a hoary veft, 
And winter frowns in rugged tempefts dreft, 


When 
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‘When géntle flréams no longer murm’ ring flow, 
And frozen lakes their icy mirrors fhow, 

Then village ruflics round the blazing hearth 
Confume the heavy hours in harmlefs “mirth, 

And as they blithfome quaff the nutbrown nale, 
Each pealant tells his coarfe unftudied tale ; 

Elow many a ghoit oft leaves hi: flinty bed, 

To bring down v engeance on the guilty he ‘ad ; 
How often villuge maids have been deceiv’ a 

By perjur’d maa, have liften’d and beliew’d, 

‘Till fold for wealth, or facrifie’d to pride, 

Like fading lilies roop’d their heads aaa died, 
Whofe ghotts oft thine amidft the fhades of night, 
And gleam revengeful in their lover’s fight : 

The peafant crowd, with’reverential fear, 

Regard thefe tales, and tremble whilft they hear, 
In clofer circles throng around the fire, 

And dread to hear, yet timidly defire; 

Each blait of wind, that murmurs o’er the hea:h, 
Swift fancy paints a meflenger of death ; 

And foon as night her dewy moifture fheds, 

The ruftic crowd afcend their homely beds, 
With heated fancies and diftemper’d heads.’ 


The following lines are in many refpedts beautiful; but 
the application is not very pointed or happy: the author 
furely needs not to be told alio that the ftructure of a fonnet 
is very different, 


‘S$ ON NE T, 


¢ Say, lovely rofe, fince half-reveal’d 
My view thy beauty meets, 
» Has diead of morning’s bleak wind feal’d 
The tragrance of thy fweets ? 


€ Yet deareft to th’ enamour’d fight 
hy purple form appears, 
As blufhing o’er the mofs’s height 
Thy cup its head uprears. 


€ Truft—whilft thy outward leaves are fliewn, 
Our fancy paints the rett ; 
- Once fcen, adieu, —(thy all is known) 
To fancy’s flatt’ring tett. 


¢ Such are the charms my fair one deck 

Tn perfon asin mind ; 
Where half-feen heaves her {welling necks 
_ Half-told, her fenfe I find,’ 


Ocavreg 
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Oeuvres Pcfthumes de Frederic II. Roi de Pruffe, en 15 Tomes. 
8vo. Berlin. Vofs et Fils, Decker -et Fils. 


Ocuvres Pofthumes de Frederic II. Roi de Pruffe. Tome I. Partie 
I. 8vo. 75. in Boards. Robinfons. 


The Hiftory of my own Times, Part I. Tranflated from the 
French, by Thomas Holcroft. 8vo. 7s. in Boards. Robinfons. 


WE long fince announced the propofed edition of the late 

king of Pruffia’s works, which was a little difgracefully 
fupported by fubfcription, and with the mean arts of a profeffed 
book-maker extended to fifteen volumes, printed on very 
coarfe paper. At this time, we muft alfo mention the new 
edition reprinting in French, executed much better; and the 
firft volume of a tranflation by Mr. Holcroft, from whom we 
are led to expect the fucceeding volumes in their order. We 
take them up together, to prevent recurring to the fame fub- 
ject; but we mean chiefly to keep the original in our eye, 
and, though we may return occafionally to it, at the periad of 
Mr. Holcroft’s fucceflive volumes, which we fhall take the 
opportunity of announcing, and perhaps of examining, yet our 
quotations will feldom be taken from the Englifh work, without 
fome attention to the king’s own expreflions. What has been 
publifhed before, we fhall pafs over curforily : the Pofthumous 
pieces, which now appear for the firit time, we fhal! dwell upon 
with more pleafure, and our accounts will be extended toa 
greater length. 

In the Berlin edition, ‘ the Hiftory of my own Period’ fills 
the two firft volumes, which Mr. Holcroft and the Englith 
editor have comprifed in one. ‘The ‘ Hiitory of the Seven 
Years War’ is contained in the fecond and third ; in the fourth 
are the Political Memoirs from the peace at Hubertfbourg, to the 
Partition of Poland, in 1775, the moft important events, down 
to the year 1778, and the correfpondence between the emperor, 
the emprefs-queen, and the king, on the fubje& of the fuccef- 
fion of Bavaria, and the negociation of Braunau. ‘The fixth volume 
contains, both in profe and poetry, fome mifcellaneous works ; 
the feventh, and nearly one half of the eighth, the king’s later 
poetical attempts: the remaining part of the eighth is filled 
with letters to Meff. Jordaine and Voltaire. In the ninth and 
tenth the letters to Voltaire are continued; and in the eleventh 
and twelfth, fourteenth and fifteenth, is the correfpondence with 
M. D’Alembert. In the thirteenth, are the letters of the Mar- 
quis D’Argens to the king. 

In the introduction to © The Hiftory of my own Period,’ Fre- 
derick obferves how little in hiftory is to be depended on, except 
Vor. LAVILL, Fuly, 1789. E the 
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the outlines; and that, on this account, he is determined to re- 
-cord what he knew. He has chofen the calm dignity of Cefar 
as his model; but it is Cafar in an undrefs. The language is 
free, eafy, and often familiar, yet the king feldom fteps lower 
tnan he ought. ‘The work is not to be tried by the hiftorical 
code, for it approaches more nearly to what our neighbours calt 
memoirs, or at leaft memoires pour fervir al’hiftoire; and, in 
this view it is excellent, for it is the work of a man who pof- 
feffed the fulleft information of a philofopher, capable of tracing 
faéts to their fource; of a general, from whom the plans origi- 
nated, and to whom the moft exact details were neceffarily 
returned, fince it was not very eafy to deceive him: it may 
ftand without difadvantage by the fide of Czfar, Polybius, and 
Xenophon. 

‘The firft chapter contains an account of the ftate of Pruffia on 
the death of Frederick William ; the character of the princes of 
Europe, of their minifters and generals; an abftract of their 
forces, their refources, and of their influence on the politics of 
Europe; the ftate of the fciences and the fine arts ; the caufes of 
the war carried an againft the houfe of Auftria. Thefe details 
are fhort and comprehenfive, interefting and entertaining. The 
king feizes thofe familiar circumitances which place the whole 
before our eyes, and inftruét more than volumes of laboured 
details.’ We fhall extract a few circumftances relating to the 
ftate of England at this period, about the year 1740. 

« Of all the nations of Europe, England was the moft opulent : 

its commerce comprehended the whole world: its riches were 
immenfe ; its refources almoft inexhauftible; and with all thefe 
advantages, it did not obtain the rank among the European 
powers which feemed adapted to it. 

¢ George II. ele€tor of Hanover, at that time governed Eng- 
land : he had fome virtues, fome genius, with pafiions extremely 
warm : firm in his refolutions; rather covetous than cecono- 
mical; capable of labour; impatient; violent, and brave; but 
governing England by the interefts of his electorate, and too. 
little mafter of himfelf.to conduct a nation whofe idol is its 
liberty. 

‘ This prince had fir Robert Walpole for his minifter. He 
gained the king’s heart, by making retrenchments in the civil 
lift, with which George added to his Hanoverian riches. Wal- 
pole managed the national fpirit, by places and penfions, which 
he diftributed properly, fo as to gain majorities in parliament. 
His genius did not extend beyond England; and for the general 
affairs of Europe, he trufted to the wifdom of his brother 
Horace. One day, when fome ladies preffed him to make a 
party at cards, he anfwered, «* I give up play and Europe to 
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my brother.”” He knew nothing of politics, which gave room 
for his enemies to accufe him of having been bribed. 

‘ Notwithftanding all the knowledge which Walpole had of 
the internal management of the kingdom, he undertook an im- 
portant defign, in which he failed: he withed to introduce a 
general excife. If this attempt had fucceeded, the revenues 
which it would have produced, were fufficient to have rendered 
the king a defpotic monarch. The nation felt it, and oppofed 
it with violence. "The members of parliament told the minifter, 
that he payed the current price for ordinary follies, but that this 
was above all bribery. At the breaking up of parliament, 
Walpole was attacked ; the mob feized his cloak, which he 
left feafonably, and was preferved by a captain of the guards, 
who, luckily for him, was in the tumult. The king was taught 
by this experiment to refpect the liberty of England; the 
{cheme was dropt, and his prudence re-eftablifhed his dominion. 
Thefe inteftine difturbances hindered England from taking any 
fhare in the war of 1733; but foon afterwards the war with 
Spain broke out againft the wifhes of the court. The city mer- 
chants produced the ears of the Englith fmugglers, which the 
Spaniards had cut off, to the houfe of commons. The bloody 
robe of Czfar, which Anthony fpread before the Roman peo- 
ple, did not caufe a greater alarm at Rome than this fight 
produced in London. The paflions were excited ; war was 
tumultuoufly voted, and the minifter was obliged to confent. 
The court gained by this war, only the removal of admiral 
Hadock, whofe eloquence was more powerful in the houfe of 
commons than the bribes of Walpole ; and the minifter, who 
declared, that he knew the price of every Englifhman, becaufe 
there were not any whom he had not bargained for, or cor- 
yupted, faw that his guineas were not always prevalent againft 


the force and evidence of reafon.’ 


We have tranflated this paflage in the negligent forcible 
ftyle of the king ; we fhall add the remainder of the picture in 
the words of Mr. Holcroft, as a fpecimen of his manner, and 
becaufe the tranflation is in this part particularly correé. 


¢ England at that time had eighty fhips of the four firft rates, 
and fifty inferior veffels, with about thirty thoufand land forces: 
ber revenues in time of peace amounted to twenty-four millions 
of crowns, befide which fhe had immenfe refources in the pur- 
fes of individuals, and the eafe with which taxes might be levied 
on her opulent fubjels. She granted fubfidies to Denmark for 
the maintenance of fix thoufand men, and to Heffe for the like 
number, which, added to twenty-two thoufand Hanoverians, 
furnifhed her with a body of thirty-four thoufand men, at her 
difpofal, in Germany. ‘Wager and Ogle enjoyed the reputa- 
2 tion- 


—_—s — on — -+-+ Pe pp See I 
Ses > See ck oe I ee a 

: ae 5 
ad > 4, ee = 4 ~ y 
eh ee eS S —= — - 


- - & po tae See 


= pan teh Fg . 
Pom + 
ae ee ee RES TE 































52 The Hiftory of my Own Times. Part I. 


tion of being her beft admirals: the duke of Argyle and the 
earl Stair were the only perfons who had any well-founded 
pretenfions to head the military, though neither of them had 
ever commanded armies. 


¢‘ Littleton was faid to be the moft vehement orator, lord 


Hardwick the beft informed man, lord Chefterfield the mot 


witty, and lord Carteret the moit violent politician. 

‘Though the arts and fciences had taken root in the king- 
dom, their native mildnefs had not fo{tened the ferocity of the 
national manners. The unfeeling character of the Englifh re- 
quired tragedies of blood: they perpetuated thofe combats of 
gladiators which are the difgrace of humanity. They produced 
the great Newton, but no painter, no fculptor, no good mutfi- 
cian. Pope {till flourifhed, and adorned poetry with thofe bold 
opinions with which he was fupplied by Shaftefbury and Boling- 
broke. Swift, whofe parallel is no where to be found, was 
fuperior to his countrymen in tafle, and fignalized himfelf by 
refined criticifms on manners and cuftoms. The city of London 
exceeded that of Paris in population by two hundred thoufand 
fouls. The inhabitants of the three kingdoms amounted to 
nearly eight millions, Scotland, then full of Jacobites, groaned 
under the Englifh yoke; and the catholics of Ireland com- 


plained of the oppreifion in which they were held by the high 
church.’ 


The king’s refle€tions, on the ftate of the fciences and fine 
arts, we could have wifhed to have tranfcribed ; but they would 
lead us too far, and are not perhaps at this moment particularly 
interefting. 

The fecond chapter is introduced by the reafons for goin 
to war with the queen of Hungary, after the death of Charles VI. 
and contains a defcription of the winter-campaign in Silefia. 
Thefe reafons are curious. ‘The great elector had lately ereéted 
the marquifate cf Brandenburgh into a kingdom ; but the mild 
cautious conduct of Frederick-William was calculated to lay the 
foundation of an empire rather than to rifk prematurely what 
had been acquired. He prepared for war; but his caution in 
his later years was fo confpicuous, and fo pointed, that his 
apparent ftrength was confidered only as a brilliant weaknefs : 
he was neglected, defpifed, and infulted. The king had the 
national character to fupport; his own mind wanted a larger 
{cope for the exertion of his various talents. His army was ready 
to act, his exchequer full; and perhaps his ambition of raifing 
his own. credit determined him at laft to declare war againit 
Maria-Therefa. It is remarkable that the juftification of this 
meafure, which we mentioned. in our account of the Abbe De- 
nina’s Life of the King, occurs in thefe memoirs only in a 
letter from cardinal Fleury, as applied to the conduct of France; 
and 
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and the vivacity of his chara¢éter, which the biographer men- 
tions as a caufe of the war, feemingly from thefe Memoirs, eva- 
porates in the work before us into perhaps a wih of raifing his 
own credit*. Let us tranfcribe the little converfatiors with the 
marquis de Botta, the imperial ambaffador, fent oftenfibly to 
congratulate the king on his acceflion, but really to difcover the 
caufe of his warlike preparations. 'Thefe ftrokes of fineffe are 
to be had only from the real authors. 

‘ The marquis, acute and penetrating, perceived at once the 
Objest in view ; and, after having made, on the day of his au- 
dience, the ufual compliments, he expatiated on the inconve- 
mience of the journey which he had taken, and dwelt a little on 


‘the bad roads in Silefia, which the inundation had broken fo 


much, that they were nearly impaffable. ‘The king feemed not 
to comprehend his defign, but anfwered, the worft that could 
happen then to thofe who came that way was, that they would 
‘be dirty travellers. 

* # * + 

‘ Before the king went to join the army, he gave audience 
again to the marquis, to whom he faid what the count de 
Gotter was direéted to declare at Vienna. Botta exclaimed, you 
are going, fire, to ruin the houfe of Auftria, and to deftroy 
yourfelf at the fame time. It depends only on the emprefs- 
queen, replied Frederick, to accept of my offers. ‘This made 
the marquis reflect a little ; but he foon recollected himfelf, and 
replying with an ironical air and tone, faid, fir, your troops are 
fine, I allow : ours have not the fame appearance ; but they have 
feen fervice : I befeech you to reflect on what you are going to 
undertake. The king was impatient, and replied with fpirit, 
‘ You find my troops fine in their appearance, I fhall make you 
confefs that they are good.’ 

The third chapter (we are forry that we muft pafs on fo 
rapidly) contains the campaign of 1741, negociations for peace, 
the fubmiffion of Breflaw, and the king’s return to Berlin. The 
campaign was a fingular one: the battle of Molwitz was the 
{chool of the Pruifian army, for the king obferves, that marfhal 
Schwerin was the only officer of knowledge and experience in 
the field on that day. He gives a full account of the faults of 
his antagonift marfhal Neuperg, as well as his own; but he con- 
ceals what his biographer Denina has allowed, that he ran 
away, and waited the event at a diftance. The only paffage, 
that comes near to the event which the Abbe records, is the 
following: ‘ The king, who thought he could rally the cavalry 





* We have been informed that the ‘ vivacity of his character’ was exe | 


pwaged by Voltaire, to whofe correction the MS. was fubmitted. 
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54 The Hiftory of my Own Times. Part I. 
as eafily as he could check a pack of hounds, was hurried away 
in their confufed retreat to the centre of the army, where he 
found means of rallying a few fquadrons, which he led to the 
right.’ 

At this time, the diftrefs of the emprefs-queen, from the other 
political events of the year, and the yidtories of the king, was 
very great. France and Bavaria were arming againft her ; 
Silefia was loft; and the impending calamities were worfe than 
the real ones. The emprefs-dowager wrote to folicit the friend- 
fhip of prince Ferdinand; fhe offered all that the king atked ; 
and even called her enemies perfidious, and unbelievers in God: 
fuch was the fyftem then‘at Vienna. 

The fourth chapter contains ‘ political reafons for the truce ; 
the war of the French and Bavarians in Bohemia; an account 
of the declaration of Spain againft Auftria ; the diet of the em- 
pire; revolution in Ruffia, and various negociations.’ The infor- 

- mation contained in the firft part of this chapter is new and 
curious. Politicians have always been furprifed at the truce 
which the king conciuded in the full career of victory; but he 
tells us himfelf the reafons. His obje@ was to gain Silefia: the 
French locked farther, and thought of dividing the dominions 
of the emprefs into four feparate kingdoms fo equal as to 
balance each other, and each fo weak, that fhe could be at all 
times the umpire between them. The king would therefore be 
furrounded with rivals, add little to his own kingdom, and be 
fubjeéted to France. ‘The truce he could obferve or break at 
pleafure, fince its continuance was to depend on the court of 
Vienna keeping the fecret, which at. that time he knew was 
very unlikely ; and, in this interval, the emprefs could with 
more effect oppofe France. The fcheme was deep, well laid, 
and completely fuccefsful. The conduét of the diet, and the 
Secret fprings which actuated Fleury in figning the treaty of 
neutrality with England, are extremely curious ; but we cannot 
enlarge on every fubject. 

The fifth chapter contains various military details, in Bohemia 
and Moravia, with negociations which rendered a battle ne- 
ceflary to bring the Auftrians to fome determination. All thefe 
events fhow the ability and the addrefs of the king ; the battle 
which followed difplayed his military improvements. Yet 
there were faults difcovered ; and the king looks back, with 
great coolnefs and impartiality to examine and point out defeéts 
ou either fide. It terminated, however, in the peace of Breflaw, 
and in the king’s obtaining andifputed pofieffion of Upper and 
Lower Silefia. 

. The latt chapter of the firft volume in the Berlin edition, is 
pide in detgiling the confequences of the peace to the 
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A Survey of the Modern State of the Church of Rome. 


Pruffians, and the condué& of the other powers. To Fleury, 
whofe favourite fcheme of partition the king’s feparate peace 
had deftroyed, he made apologies which at once difplayed the 
refined politician, and an intimate knowledge of the human 
heart. ‘The cardinal could not in his anfwer conceal his regret, 
or his diftruft of the king’s profeflions.. ‘The allies carried on the 
war; and when marfhal Maillebois was fent into Bohemia, the 
court of Vienna parried the blow, amufed the cardinal by ne- 
gociations, and procured pofitive orders to be fent to the mar- 
fhal not to rifk a battle. The king fays, that he knows this 
with certainty. In other refpeéts, what Frederick could not 
effect by arms, he attempted by negociation; and the year 
paffed away in thefe plans, which fometimes failed of fuccefs, 
and at others fucceeded : but he did not negleét the beft part of 
a king’s duty, repairing by the arts of peace, the ravages of 
war, and adding to the profperity, probably the happinefs of 
his people. 

We have been led by our partiality to this work, into details 
too extenfive for our limits. We muft now beg leave to ftop; 
and, as it would be unfair to arraign the tranflator’s general 
conduct by the fpecimen of one volume, we fhall defer our re- 
marks on it for the prefent. We hope to refume the work in 
our next, and to ftep on a little more rapidly in future. 


[To be continued. } 





A Survey of the Modern State of the Church of Rome. With 
additional Obfervations on the Doétrine of the Pope’s Supree 
macy. By William Hales, D. D. 8v0. 5s. fewed. Faulder. 


Hie is a very animated and candid appeal to the unbiaffed 

judgment and to the rzafon of every confiderate reader, 
by an able advocate of the Proteftant religion. We are, hows 
ever, forry to obferve that Dr. Hales, while he endeavoured to 
paint the tenets of the Popifichurch in their trueft, though at 
the fame time in the moft difgufting colours, has forgotten the 
ends which he propofed to himfelf, and by being tao prolix on 
what might have been treated with more concifenefs and fi- 
delity, he has almoft induced us to fay, in the words of a canon 
which he quotes, Qui alios, cum poteft, ab errore non revocat, 
feipfum errare demonftrat. The prefent age is too enlightened 
to perufe with pleafure the labours of controverfialifts: the pon- 
derous volumes, which were read with advidity in remoter pe- 
riods, when nations drew the {word againft infidels, are now 
fuffered to moulder away in libraries, and the polemical writer 
has the mortification to find his readers as few ashe knows the 
field of his arguments is barren and unproduftive. 
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The writer of this Survey attacks with proper indignation Dr. 
Batler, Mr. O’Leary, &c. whofe writings in favour of the Popifh 
religion feem to have deluded many of the Irifh who are devoid of 
judgment to determine and of refolution to purfue. The catechifm . 
of the former of thefe gentlemen Dr. Hales confiders, and we 
think very properly, not only as fubverfive of the pure doctrine 
of the gofpel, but of every moral duty; and the rapid fale which 
this little compofition has had feems to kindle a proper refent- 
ment in the bofom of our author, who, as a minifter of the Pro- 
teftant church, and asa fubjeét of his majefty, is confcious that 
Popery in Ireland ferves to feparate many ufeful members from 
promoting the interefts of the filter kingdom. ‘The many and 
too often tedious inftances which Dr. Hales has produced to ex- 
pofe the tyranny of God’s vicegerent on earth, as the pope 
ftyles himfelf, will ferve to prove that they furely could never 
breathe the fpirit of true religion who countenanced the cruel- 
ties of the inquifition, and fhed more blood than the maffacres 
of Mithridates, or the flaughter which accompanied a Saracen 
army. ‘The cruelties of a Ximenes, the thoufands that were 
coolly configned to the flames in France, and the 50,000 who 
were hanged by the order of Charles the Fifth, are fufficient in- 
ftances of this.—In the 180th page of the Survey the curious 
reader will be informed of what, perhaps, few could believe ; 
yet Ict him not be too much aftonifhed to hear that public offices 
are eftablifhed in the Spanifh dominions, where the indulgences 
granted by the pope are obtained with mercantile commodities, 
end produce his Catholic majefty a revenue of more than 80,000 
pounds fterling per annum. Upon the whole, we cannot but 
wifh fuccefs to Dr. Hales in his controverfy ; ufurpation is ever 
difgufting, and more fo when power is abufed to miflead the 
ignorant, to fpread the flame of rebellion, and to confufe and 
mifinterpret the plain felf-evident truths of the gofpel. 
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'E muf labour to overtake the Tranfactions of this So. 
ciety, and fhall not therefore detain our readers by 
any introdudtion or. any apolovy. 

The firft trimeftre contains fome remarks by M. Morveau, 
on the nature of fteel, and its component parts. The experi- 
ments, which he made on this fubject, were publifhed in the 

| : Dijon 
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Dijon Tranfactions for the year 1785, and the refult was 
fhortly given, in our LXVth Vol. p. 552. In this paper, he 
draws fome corollaries, from his trials, which illuttrate the 
nature of fteel. The fum of theife we fhall now fubjoin. 
Steel he thinks is only iron approaching more near to that 
metal in a malleable flate, in proportion as its martial earth 
is more free from heterogeneous particles, and if not perfeétly, 
yet more equally metallic than crude iron. It is however, 
diftinguifhed from iron, becaufe a confiderable proportion of 
plumbago enters into its compofition, In irs mephiuc fulphur, 
it approaches nearer to crude than to malleable iron; the 
grey crude iron contains, in his opinion, more fulphur than 
fteel; but fteel is fill farther diftant from the white crude iron, 
which contains earthy particles, not metallic, but heteioge- 
neous, and which may be feparated, by repeated fufion in clofe 
veflels, without addition. Crude iron may, he fuppofes, be 
reduced to the nature of fteel by purifying the iron, and fepa- 
rating the molebiena in it, while the tranfition of iron into 
{teel is greatly promoted by the plumbago; and the heat 
required is at firft only neceffary to preferve the fluidity, that 
the union may be more pertect; but afterwards he feems to 
think, that fome of the fire is combined with the fteel. The 
gencral properties of fteel depend ona determined quantity of 
its own material, andthe different {pecies from its different pro- 
portion. He obferves with Bergman, that in this invetligation, 
it is proper to begin with malleable iron, fince this is the 
pureft ftate of the metal and not with fieel, as many chemifts 
have done. 

M. Petr. Jaoccjelm fubjoins many attempts of the Swedes on 
this fubject ; but much remains to be done. 

M. Olaus ab Acrel relates a curious cafe of incarcerated 
hernia, where his fuccefs was complete, though, for a long time, 
the excrements came from the wound. 

M. A. Chapman. in the fourth article, points out a method of 
finding the centre of gravity of a fhip, fwimming in the water, 
And Meff. Falk and Lidtgren give the refult ot their obferva- 
tions on an eclipfe of the moon, the third of January 1786. In 
the feventh article we find M. Lindtquiit’s obfervations on the 
tranfit of Mercury over the Sun, May 4th. 1786. 

M. Olaus Swartz next defcribes twelve fpecies of urtica, 
which he has difcovered, and four of the moft curious plants 
are engraved. ‘They are found in Hifpaniola, Domingo, Ja- 
maica, &c. In the ninth article there is a curious defcription 
of a woody lake, by M. Haggren, whofe curious remarks have, 
on more than one occafion, embellifhed our Journal. This 
Jake is covered with the roots of trees; and he fufpects with 
great reafon, that it was formerly a wood over which the wa- 
ters have flowed, or which, as is more probable, may have funk 

in confequence of fome fubterraneous convulfion, ‘The laft ar- 
ticle in this part is by M,. Morian, who humbly conde/cends to 
i defcribe 
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defcribe the method of making the blue paper with which fugare 
loaves are covered, 

In the fecond trimeftre M. Moller publifhes the chemical 
analyfis of the refiduum of fifhes and whales, which is feparated 
when the oil is boiled in water. ‘Thecontents of this fubttance, 
as it is obtained from different bodies, muft neceffarily be differ- 
ent. Our author, however, found that it contains a volatile 
alkali and an animal oil; that the caput mortuum confifts of 
charcoal and a calcareous earth. It may be employed as fuel, 
or to procure fal ammoniac, 

M. Peter Adr. Gadd examines how far infects, worms, and 
zoophytes contribute to the generation of ftwnes. Their effects 
in this way are owing, he thinks, to their mucilage, for they are 
frequently mucilaginous, and to the phlogifton feparated trom 
them during their putrefaction, which contributes to the con- 
cretion of the earths. This folution is a little fanciful: it 
would have come nearer to the purpote if he had faid, which he 
might have done with truth, that infects contain earth, and that 
on the decompofition of the principles of their bodies it becomes 
evident. 

M. Landerbeck, in the third article, confiders fome kinds of 
curves which may be produced from each other by the affittance 
of tangents. 

Many have been the new fpecics or the varieties of the Pe- 
ruvian bark lately difcovered in the American iflands. In the 
Forcign Intelligence of our Supplement, we mentioned a fpecies 
peculiar to Guadaloupe and Martinico. Another has been de- 
fcribed and engraved by Dr. Swartz in the volume before 
us, which he found on the banks of the rivers in the ifland of 
St. Domingo, in the year 1784. He calls it cincona auguttfolia 
foliis lanceolatis, pubefcentibus, floribus paniculatis. From his 
‘pharmaceutical trials, he has ditcovered that the bark of this 
tree is more foluble, and its active powers more eafily extracted, 
than thofe.of the common bark, while it is equal to the common 
in its powers, particularly when fiefh. In the fe: winftances where 
it has been exhibited, the effects feemed to be very good. 

M. Thunberg, in the fitth article, defcribes ‘and delineates 
three lizards from the eaflern extremity.of India. The trivial 
names are lacerta Japonica, lateralis, and abdominalis. 

M. Peter Hielm recommends, in the room of borax, to the af- 
fayers, a mixture of fluor {par and calcareous earth, with a lite 
tle clay, that it may not runthrough the veffels. It is not only 
cheaper he fays, but produces the fame effets in a fhorter time. 

M. Andrew Wahlin defcribes, in the fubfequent memoir, 2 
morbid conformation of the cefophagus. It happened to a fol- 
dier, who for many years found his deglutition troublefome, 
without being confcious of any caufe for it. He was brought 
to the ho!pital in January 1 787, much emaciated, not able to 
fwallow the Jeatt folid food, fearcely the {malleft portion of li- 
quid, which feemed to reach fome obftacle feated in the chai, 
an 
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and was then immediately rejected, accompanied by much mucus, 
About the middle of February the efophagus was fo much ob- 
ftructed, that not even a dip of water would pafs, but every 
thing which he attempted to fwallow, returned with a mucous 
difcharge. He was releafed from thi- pain on the 12th of March. 

On diflection, the cefophagus, from where it pafies through the 
ciaphragm, was found in almoftits whole length greatly contraéted 
and enlarged again towards the fauces. On paifing « probe, the 
abirubiine appeared very great. On diffecting it, the paffage 
was found to be totally oblirudted by a congeries of trantverfe, 
pale fibres, refe»b ling polypous conc etions, ‘The neighbour 
ing parts were enti rely natural, { that no explanation could be 
afligned for the appearance, except a conftitutional conformation, 
increafed perhaps by fpa{ms. 

In the cighth article, M. Colliander defcribes a poor unfor- 
tunste boy of feventeen, who, on account of « great deformity in 
the genita's, was thought to be an hermaphrodite. M. Samuel 
Fahlterg has communicat:d meteorological obfervations made 
in the ifland of St. Bartholomew, as well as the difeafes and re- 
medies moft frequently found and emploved there. ‘This part 
concludes with the obiervations of Meff. Nicander, Lindtquift, 
Lidtgren, and Falk, cn the eclipfe of the tun, which happened 
the rsth of June 1787. 

The third trimefire begins with fome curious experiments by 
M. Zachariis No:dmark, made witha defign o{ trying whether 

the heating power of the fun exifted alfo in the coloured rays 
feparated by a prifm. He threw the coloured rays on the bulbs 
of different thermometers, and found always fome expanfion 
of the mercury, though it was fmall. It amounted to about 
half of a Swedifh degree, fcarcely a degree of Fahrenheit; but 
we do nor perceive that the cifferent colours produced different 
heats. He looked at the flame of fulphur alfo through a prifm, 
and found that it was feparated into the prifmatic colours. 
He fhows alfo how the ligtt of a candle may be made to exhibit 
the different cqlours, but this was explained in a German work, 
fo long fince as the year 1743 » by M. Chriftian Haupt. 

In the fecond memoir M. ‘Thunberg defcribes three new 
tortoifes. The firft, the teftudo Japonica, pedibus pinniform- 
ibus, uni ungulatis, tefta carinata, crenata, pottice quadriloba. 
The fecond, t. roftrata, pedibus palmatis, tefta integra carina~ 

a, elevato ftriata, feabra. The third, t. areolata, pedibus dir 
gitatis, telte gibbofa, fcutellis elevatis fubquadrangulis, {triatis, 
medio deprefi is {cabris. 

M. Nichol. Swederus defcribes a new genus of infects, and 
fifty fpecies of infccts, from the collections which he faw at 
London. The new genus fhould, he thinks, be placed near 

the cimex of Linnzus, and is fiyled macrocephalus. He has 
defcrited only twenty-five fpecies of the infects in this number, 
and added engravings of the macrocephalus, and fome of the 
Species, as well as of tortoiles decribed in the former memoir. 


M. Etic 
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M. Eric Guftavus Adlerberg has communicated fome obfer- 
vationson the uro galli. He brought up a young male, which 
uttered through the whole year the peculiar found (pfalzen) 
which the wild bird ufes only during the pairing feafon and oc- 
cafionally in autumn. ‘The fame bird when he fereams in this 
way, turns his eyes upward, and diitinguifhes only what is over 
his head. When other birds do the fame, they are commonly 
fuppofed to be infenfible to every objet, becaufe they do not 
fee the towlerin his approach. When females were brought 
to this bird, they laid eggs but refufed to fit on them, which is 
not uncommon, for wild birds can feldom be induced to perform 
this office while in captivity. The ezgs were put under a hen, 
but when there was no appearance of youny after thirty days, 
our author broke the eggs and found the young ones dead : the 
fhells were very thick, and the beaks of the chicken were pro-~ 
bably unable to bre«k them, which the mother’s inflinct would 


have fuggefted to her the neceffity of doing. This advice our 
author gives thofe who may wihh to rear young ones of this 
fpecies. 


M. Arvid Faxe has made fome experiments on the Carlf{croon 
waters. The city is builton rocks andiflands. When wells are 
dug, unlefs a rock intervenes, below the level of the fea, fale 
water is found which has percolated from it. The other wells 
are really refervoirs, into which the water running from higher 
ground is collefed, but in no very pure ftate, and in fummer 
foetid. This fluid is ufed for the common people, fince the 
fupply of purer water is not more than fufficient for the opulent. 
To it are attributed the dyfenteries and putrid fevers by no 
means uncommon among the lower claffes, for when frequent 
or continued rain dilutes the impurities, the epidemics ceafe,. 
There is a vaftconcourfe of naval people who refort to Carlfcroon 
in the fummer ; and thefe, on their rerurn, fpread the epidemic 
difeafes through Sweden, fo that a fupply of purer water is an 
object of very general national concern. 

M. A. H. Flormin, proteffor in the univerfty of Lunden 
(Londini Scaniz) defcribes the difeafe, with which, in July and 
Avgult 1786, the oxen, horfes, and {wine were affeted. Tumors 
arole in the neck, belly, and thighs, which containeda yellowifh 
vifcid lymph, and after ceath, was of a decp yellow mixed with 
fphacelated flefh. He applied fetons, and anointment containing 
powder of cantharides, With a few exceptions, a fimilar dit- 
eafe prevailed in the neighbourhood of Leipfic, defcribed by 
Glafer and Waener, in 1780. 

The altitude of the apex of the Norway Alps, called Oref- 
kut, above the lake of Jemtland, M. Tornflen found, by geome- 
trical calculations, tobe zogoells. If, as Mr. Ricard contends, 

ells of Stockholm are equal to 1090 of Amfterdam, and 584 
of England, the Swediih el! mutt be juft half an Englifh ell, or 
22 inches and a half. - The height then will amount to 382 
feet. Trees grow only at about 1100 ells above the lake, or ia 
our 
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our meafure about 2co0 feet. If, therefore, the altitude of the 
lake above the fea be computed, we fhall find that in the lati- 
tude of 63° or ae the bounds of vegetation is at 1714 ells above 
the fea, about 3214 feet. 

Theeighth memoir confifts of a medical cafe of fome import- 
ance. A woman feven months pregnant, weeding in her garden 
felt a bite on her toe, fo flight that fhe thought it arofe trom a 
nettle: but as the pa'n increafed, fhe turned back and faw a 
ferpent efcaping. She went home, but in her way felt the pro- 
grefs of the poiton : the felt, or fancied fhe felt, the child reftlefs, 
and at laft convulfed very violently, without any of the pains 
preceding abortion. In three or four minutes, the child feem- 
ingly dead, felt like a weight in the womb. As there was no 
other remedy, the drank largely of new milk, her body at the 
fame time f: welling and growing black with the moft excruciat- 
ing pain. ‘To the wound was applied oil of tobacco, which the 
country people confider as a fpecific againft the bites of {nakes 5 
but neither this nor deep fcaritications wereof any fervice. The 
woman, greatly agitated, in the intervals of her delirium defired 
tobe bled. After the operation had been twice performed, fhe 
mifcarried of a dead infant of the colour of lead and enormouily 
fwelled. With the lochia, which were very copious and black, 
much of the poifon may be fuppofed to have been difcharged, 
for without any other evacuation the tumour fubfided; fhe re- 
covered her natural colour and her former health. 

M. Claud. Bjerkander tells us, that, in the month of Auguft, 
on the folidago virga aurea, were found fome brown aphides, 
pedibus & antennis grifeic, antennis corporis longitudinem 
equantibus. Whin prefled, they afford a brown colour, whofe 
nature he recommends as an object of future eegey M. Seft- 
filrom recommends {moke of camphor for killing fleas. 

The fourth trimeftre is very fhort. The firit memoir, by 
Afzelius, botanical lecturer at Upfal, contains § fome obierva- 
tions relating to the knowlege ot the Swedifi plants.” He enu- 
merates fome indigenous plants not interted inthe Flore Suecice, 
defines their characters more exactly, corrects fome errors, and 
points out fome ambiguities with much botanical parade. The 
polypodium criftatum he defcribes more accurately, and has il- 
luftrated his defcription with a plate. 

Swederus defcribes the twenty-five infects omitted in the 
former Number;'and M. Bugge computes the powers of a 
moveable wheel, allowing for the weight of the wheel and the 
rope. 

In the fourth memoir M. Swartz deferibes a new genus of 

lants which he calls the folandra, from Dr. Solander. Inthe 
laft edition of the Syftema Vegetabilium, this name is given to 
a plant long fince diftinguifhed by a very different name in 
France; but the name was affigned to the prefent venus b 
Linnzus and Alftroemer : it is reprefented on a medal ftruck in 
honour of Solander. The plant was gathered in Jamaica, and 
belongs 
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belongs to the pentandria monogynia, in the fection of flores 


‘monopetali, infert angiofpermi. A branch is engraved of its 


natural fize. Plumier was the only perfon formerly acquainted 
with it, and he drew it under the name of ftramonium icandens 
flore luteo ; but his drawing was never publifhed. 

M. Hornftedt defcribes the acrocordus, a new genus of fer- 
pent from the ifland of Java, an account of which we have al- 
‘Feady given: its place in Linnzus is immed:ately before the 
amphifbzena. 

The volume concludes with a defcription of the coracia gare 
tula of Linnzus, (Angl. Roller) with an account of its man- 
ners and ceconomy. The male is diftinguifhed by the extreme 
feathers of his tail, each fide being at leaft two inches longer 
than the others, by their points being black ; the circle round 
the eyes wider, by two or three verruce, which, at the time 
of treading fwell, fo that the root of the beak is almoft co- 
vered by the feathers, whicW are pufhed forwards by the {well- 
ing. ‘Two or three males fight for one female, but when the 
victory is decided the pair live conflantly together. Wiallughby 
(Ornithol. p. 89. Tab. 20) and Edwards (Nat, Hitt. of Birds, 
p- 103.) have defcribed the male : Linnzus (Faun. Suecic. ed. 
2. p. 32.) and Briffon (Ornithol. tom. i. p. 177-) have de- 
fcribed the female. Where Hellenius lives, they arrive with 
the fwallows from about the tenth to the twentieth of May, and 
have ufually retired before the middle of Auguft ; fo that, there 
at leaft, they cannot plunder the new-fown fields which they 
have been, perhaps unjuftly, charged with; as in North Ame- 
rica the gracula quifcula is fufpected of eating the peas which 
have been fown, though it has been difcovered that they feed 
only cn the larve of infects, by whom the whote crop would be 
etherwile deftroyed. 





Effai fur P Hiftoire Naturelle de Chili, par M. P Abbe Molina, tra- 
duit de? Italien &F enrichi de Notes, par M. P Abbé Gravel, 
M.D. Paris. Née dela Rochelle. 8x0. 


‘ROM the numerous works relating to different parts of 
South America, we have reafon to hope that we fhall in 
time receive fome fatisfactory accounts of this moft beautiful 
part of the fouthern hemifphere. Chili, in particular, was fo 
little known, and, what we knew of it was fo doubttul, fo 
= and fo contradictory, that from the firlt appearance 
of this work, we took fome fteps to procure it: we had _not re- 
ceived the original, when chance threw in our way the tranfla- 
tion, which appears fo well executed, that we have not hefis 
tated t» give the earlicft account of it, The abbé was born in 
the country, lived many years in it, and appears to be well ac- 
quainted with natura! hiltory ; and the crantlator, to an accus 
rate knowledge of the language, feems to join no little fkill in 
the jame {cience. 
: Chili 
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Chili * has been called the Garden of America, as Italy has 
obtained the name of the Garden of Europe. The climate of 
thefe two countiics is nearly the fame, ana they are equally di- 
ftant from the equator. Each country is long and narrow ; 
each is divided by achain of mountains, from whence the vari- 
ous rivers, which water it, arife. Our author laid the founda- 
tion of this work in his early youth, and has been for man 
years continually adding toit. He divides the fubjeé into four 
parts: in the firft he gives fome account of the feafons, the me- 
teors, the volcanos, earthquakes, and every thing which re- 
lates to the climate in general: in the three other parts he ex- 
plains the objects of the three kingdoms of nature, beginning 
trom the mineral, and rifing by degrees to man, whom he con- 
fiders fo far as his form and conftitution are influenced by the 
country. The Patagonians, or pretended giants, he thinks are 
the mountaineers of Chili. The work 1s terminated by a methodi- 
cal defcription of the new fpecies mentioned init, arranged ac- 
cording to the fyflem of Linneus, and by the Chilian names of 
the different fubjects, We fhall felect from this work, in-the 
order of the narrative, and in general in the words of the au- 
thor, whatever may appear interefting or agreeable. 

The abbé Molina defcribes the country as a foil naturally 
fertile, adapted to every ufeful production; the temperature 
mild, almoit always equal, and the climate extraordinarily 
healthy. This, though perhaps a litle exaggerated, we can 
eafily believe; for, on one fide, the breezes from the Pacific, 
and, onthe other, the Andes covered with perpetual fnow, the 
higheft mountains in the world, muft naturally foften the fer- 
vour of the almoit tropical fun of the northern parts. Before 
the arrival of the Spaniards contageous difeafes were unknown, 
They brought the imall-pox, which are ftill diftinguifhed by 
the name of the plague, and which occafionally occur in the 
northern provinces. Their neighbours, during the prevalence 
of the epidemic, make them perform a rigorous quarentine 3 
and, in this way, preferve themfelves from it. When thofe 
tribes of Indians fufpeét any one to be infected with it, and 
the fufpicion arifes from their having had connection with the 
Spaniard:, they burn him in his hut by means of lighted ar. 
rows ; a method violent indeed, but it has fucceeded in check. 
ing the progrefs of the malady. A phyfician of the country, 
F. M. Verdago, was the firft who, in 1761, tried innoculation ; 
and fince that period it has had great fuccefs. Tertians and 
quartans are equally unknown; and the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring marfhy provinces, who are attacked by them, 
come into this country, wherein a very fhort time they re- 


_— 





* Chili comprehends the whole of the weftern fide of America on the 
Pacific Ocean, from Cape Horn, to the twenty-fifth degree of fouth lati 
tude, where it is bounded by Peru. Itis narrow, fince on the eaft is the 
province of La Plata. 
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cover their health. ‘There are fome years when an ardent fe- 
ver, accompanied by delirium, occurs among the country peo= 
ple, chiefly in fummer and autumn, ‘This “difeafe, which the 
Indians cure. by the help of vegetables that ‘experience has 
taught them, is culled chavolonco, the d:feafe of the head. 
The venereal difeafe has made very little progrefs in the Spa- 
nifh poffeffions, and {till lefs among the Indians: it is remark- 
able that there is no word in the language of Chili to charace 
terife this malady ; and, from theie confiderations, it is pro- 
bable, that it has been known only fince the arrival of the Spa- 
niards. Indeed Columbus had vifited only the iflands, when 
he was accufed of bringing home this dreadtul fe: ourge, and the 
diftance of Chili, added to the little communication which was 
afterwards found to prevail among the different nations of South 
America, will perhaps be thought to counterballance in fome 
degree the teftimony of our author. 

The rickets, which within thefe two hundred years have made 
fo great ravages in Europe, had not reached Chili; and the 
muinber of the lame and the deformed is confequently very 
fmall. Many other difeafes of warm countries, as the difeafe 
of Siam (elephanuatis?), the morbus niger, the lepra, &c. 
are unknown here, M. Condamine’s obfervation, that cats and 
dogs do not become mad in South America, is well founded, and 
fupported by our author’s teftimony. Chili, indeed, is unac- 

uainted with any of thofe dangerous and venemous animals, 
which the luxuriant foil of warm countries frequently nou- 
rifhes, 

The water of the rivers is at its greateft height from Septem- 
ber to February. In {ome of thefe, ebbs and flows may be ob- 
ferved, which are attributed to the expofed fituation of their 
fources, and the influence of the funon them.  Thefe rivers 
never overflow, and inundations are uncommon in Chili; for 
the beds are large and ieldom deep, though often too deep to be 
traverfed without danger on horfeback. The opinion that fhow- 
water produces the goitres is now, we believe, univerfally given 
up; but, as we have remarked that the Andes are covered with 
fnow, the rivers are very generally compofed of melted fnow ; 
yet the difeafe is unknown, The water, our author tells us, 
is excellent. 

Authors, who have written on the fertiity of Chili, do not 
agree refpecting the productions of the earth. Some pretend 
that they gather fixty or eighty parts for one part fown; others 
affert, that it is tty ad a bad harveft if they do not gather an 
hundred for one; others raife the crop fo far as an hundred and 
thirty. ‘Iam fir, adds the abbe, from criticifing, thofe ref- 
pect ble authors, many of whom have been eye-witnefles of the 
facts ; efpecially as we fometimes obferve prodigious increafes, 
which ought not, however, to ferve for a ftandard. I remem- 
ber to have feen fome lands that have produced from an huns 
dred and twenty to an hundred and fixty for one; but the com-. 
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mon harvefts in the internal parts of the country afford genetala 
ly from fixty to feventy, and the ground on the coait from for- 
ty to fifty. In the provinces fituated between the 24th and 
34th degree of latitude, the harvefts are generally rhore con+ 
ftant, becaufe the hufbandmen water their fields by canals ; 
while, in the northern provinces, they depend only on the nas 
tural dews, though the brooks and rivers offer them the fate 
advantages. I believe the calculation maybe extended, if we 
reckon the quanuty of wheat loft in the harvett, fince it is fel- 
dom reaped till it begins to germinate, and the wheat, left on the 
ground, is often futhcient fora new crop, without the labour of 
fowing again. 3 o 

There are many plants, he obferves, which Chili poffeffes in 
common with Europe, as plantains, fuccory, fage, nettles, 
mallows, &c. others, which are cultivated with care in the 
gardens here, grow naturally in -that country, as the lupinsy, 
pimento, crefles, celery, fennel, &c. Several tropical. plants, 
fucceed very well in the northern provinces (the reader will re- 
colleé& that we fpeak of a country deyord the equator), as the 
fugar-cane, the cotton-tree, the banana, the jalap, and mee 
choacana. Befides thefe, Chili produces a great number which. 
are peculiar to herfelf. ‘The plants which our author collected 
in his different botanical excurfions amount, he fays, to three 
thoufand, of which the greater part are not defcribed in_any 
botanical work. Among them, he tells us, that there are many, 
whofe flowers are very fuperb, which deferve to be cultivated 
with care; but the inhabitants, we find, have the common er- 
ror of preferring the exotics of Europe to their own riches. The 
number of aromatic plants, which grow wild, give the flefh of 
of animals, not domefticated, a flavour with which the inhabi- 
tants of other countries are unacquainted. As the different ve- 
getables which afford them nourifhment fucceed each other re 
gularly, and there zs no want of verdure at any time of the year, 
torage is not preferved dry as in other countries. In the cities, 
horfes are fed with barley and a kind of cultivated trefoil. The 

eadows afford twelve different forts of trefoil, much lucern, 
and a kind of Venus looking-glafs, which they call loiqui la- 
huen, or alfilerillo, which cattle are very fond of. The Chie 
lians call the maize, gua, It fucceeds well in Chili, and the 
inhabitants cultivate eight or nine varieties, of which many bear 
three or four loaded ftalks. One of thefe varieties is preferred 
to every other, and is called aminta. The grains are bruifed 
while they are frefh, like cocoa-nuts for making chocolate, and 
butter and fugar are added: they afterwards boil it in water. 
Magu, a kind of wheat, and teica, a fpecies of barley, were 
cultivated by the Araucos, before the arrival of the Spaniards ; 
but, fince the corn of Europe has been introduced, thefe {pe- 
cies have been negleéted, and I have not, adds the abbe, even 
been able to procure a fpecimen of them. 

In the province of St. Jago is found a fpecies of wild bafil 
VoL. LAVITI. Fuly, 1789. F (ocy- 
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(Scymum falinum), which greatly refembles the common bafi!j. 
except m the ftalk, which, 1 this fpec'es, is round and jointed. 
Its {mell and tafte are thote of’ fliys and feu-weeds. The 
plant, which grows: from'the earlieft {priny % long as the be- 
ginning of winter, is‘found“every morhing covered’ with faline 
globules, which are hard and fplendid :thiey look at a dilkance’ 
itke dew, and‘each plant furniflres about half an ourice every 
day. Tite’ peafants collect this falt, aid ufe: it:like common 
fatr, though'im flavour’ it’ is fuperfor, The abbé thinks this 
phenomenon"difficult’to explain, fince the plant’grows in very 
fertile ground, ata diftance of more than’ fixty miles from the’ 
fea, where there is no other veftize of falt. But; while we fre’ 
that different fpecies of plants form filts in their conffitutions. 
ftont the’ very fintple materials fowhd inthe ground; and per- 
ceive that in’different’kinds thefe falts are more or lefs evolved,. 
we need ‘not be furpriféd if: they fhould be fometimes féparated’ 
fo perfectly as to exude with the infenfiblé perfpiration,. and to 
concreteon ‘its: evaporation: , 

The Chilians, for a fériés‘of' ages, have uféd their indigen- 
dus plants*for‘dying ; and their’ fuperior quality rendered the’ 
introduction of foréiyn dj es'wholly fuperfluous.. The abbé tells 
us that he has’ cloths dyed in this*country, which; after thirty 
years ufé, have loft nothing oftheir beauty. The yellow,: the 
xed, the green, and the blue are equally permanent’;; neither 
the air nor foap’can: change‘them:: In the northern provinces 
they employ a‘plant for the btue-dye which is not Known. A- 
mong the Araucos, and in the Spanifh territories, they employ” 
indigo, diffolved by fermenting urine ; and the ftuff or linen is 
dipped in it feveral times. This fimple procefs is faid to give 2% 
durable and beautiful colour: the volatile alkah, feparated by 
the fermentation, is thought to fix,. ¢ to bite’in,” the colouring 
parts of the indigo. Thie-red’is produced by a kind of’madder,. 
thé rubia Chilenfis. A Kind of' eupatsrium, eupatorium Chi- ~ 
lenfe, furnifhes the yellow, which is fometimes procured from: 
the poquel, the fantolina tinétoria, a-fpecies of creffes, whofe 
elongated leaves give it the appéarance of* flax: the ftatks pro- 
duce the green colour. The root of a lively plant,,catled panke,. 
affords a beautiful black ; and this is the moft ufeful plant of 
Chili, Some‘authors have called it the bardana Chilenfis, be- 
caufe its Kaves refemble thofe of the Bardana, though the fruc- 
tification is entirely different. The colour comes from the juice 
of the root, which may be alfo ufed for ink,. fince its vifcidity, 
and the beautifuliblack which it acquires from time, render it 
very proper for this purpofe. Perhaps. it may be really a na- 
tural ink, finee every vegetable conrains a little iron,. and the 
aftringent power of the panke’is evident from its being employ~ 
ed'to tan leather. It is, however, a deleterous pliant ;' it is ne+ 
ceffaty to bruife it for the tanner’s ufe; but the fmell is fo ftronz 
that the workman cunnot endurceit for halfan hour. The fhoe- 
miakersemploy the woody ftalk for the lafts of the fhoes ; and they 

fuppose. 
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Tp pofe it to be lafting. The internal parts of the ftalk are 
fliphely acid; and, on this accaunt, are eaten in the flimmer. 
Our limits will mot allow us to extend this account much far- 
ther, What we have extracted will, we fuppofe, render our 
readers folicitous to look at the work; but we muft not omit 
what the abbé fays of the inhabitant: of Chili. 
¢ Man, fays M. Molina, enjoys in Chili all the advantages 
derived from a mild and fteady climate; and thofe who do not 
fhorten their lives by irregularity, arrive in that countiy to an 
advanced age. Notwithftanding the affertions of M. Paw, I 
have known more than one old man of 105, 1¢5, andeven of 115 
years. PD. Antonio Roza died there not many years fince at 
the age of 106. My uncle and great uncie, both creoles, reach= 
ed the age of gs and 96 refpectively, Thefe exainples are not 
rare, particularly among the natives. The women are very 
fruitful; and in nocountry perhaps are twins foc mmon. The 
Chilians, like the Tartars, have very little beard; and their 
cuftom of plucking out the hairs makes them feet beardlefs. 
The nippers are their common companions, and they make al- 
ways one of the inftruments on their toilet. Yet there are fome 
who have beards as ftrong as the Spaniards. The opinion that 
the want of a beard fhows a weak conititution is not {fupported 
by this people. The Indians are generally vigorous, ahd 
bear fatigue better than the Creoles: on this account Indians 
are chofen for the laborious works. “Chole who inhabit the 
lains are of the fame fhape with the Europea:s; but the in 
Gibiewe of the mountains are diftinguifhed by a taller ftature, 
and I am perfuaded that thefe are the Patagonians fo often ipo- 
ken of. Lord Anjon’s opinion is exaétly the fame: the defcripe 
tions which Byron, Wallis, Carteret, Bouguainville, Duclos, 
and Giraudais give of thefe pretended giants agree perfectly with 
our mountaineers. What confirms me in this opinion is, that 
their language is the Chile‘e, as we can judge from the few words 
which thefe voyagers have preferved. Belides, the language of 
the Patagons contains many Spanifh words, whi-h fufficient- 
ly proves that there is a communication between the two na- 
tions. The ordinary ftature of thefe mountaineers is about five 
feet feven inches, and the talleft that I have {cen was fix feet 
three inches *. But what makes them appear larger is the enor- 
mous fize of their limbs, which appear by no means propor- 
tioned to their height: their hands and feet form an exception 
to this obfervation, for they are very fmall. The whole of 
their figure is not unpleafing: their faces are ufually round, 
nofes rather large, eyes brilliant, teeth of a dazzling whites 
nefs; hair black. and in diforder : fome of them have a moufta- 
chio. They have generally a browner tint than the Chilians, 
becaufe they are continually.in the air.’ 
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* Thefe are probably French fect, and we mift corre& the meafure by 
éur ftandard, he fit i is nearly equal to five feet eleven inches; the late 
ter to fix feet feven inches and three quarters. 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 


MEDICAL. 


Odfervations on the Rupture of theGravid Uterus : with the Sequel 
to Mrs. Manning’s Cafe. By Andrew Douglas, M. D. 8v0. 
2s. 6d. Johnfon. 


R. Douglas has enlarged his former obfervations by addi- 

tionat cafes, and the fequelof that very interefting and im- 
portant one, w hich was the occafion of his firft publication. It 
occurs 1n our LIXth volume, p. 39@- Mrs. Manning was foon 
afterwards again pregnant; and if we except a fevere pain, 
probably from fome adhetion in confequence of the former in- 
flammation, the pregnancy went on well, and fhe was deliver- 
ed of a living child at the end-of the eighth month : the reco- . 
very was {carcel, interrupted. In a fubfequent parturition at | 
the ufual time, a little faintnefs, pain at the bottom of the back, 
and vomiting, came on foon after delivery, but difappeared in 
about:an hour. In this pregnancy too the pain of the fide was . 
felt, but a little higher. ‘The adhebons had not, probably, 
been. all deftroyed. Our author’s very judicious conclutions, 
from the cafes felected, we fhall tranfcribe: they will conclude 
our article, 


‘ Firft: That a rupture of the gravid uterus, which has even, 
allowed a foetus to pais into the cavity of the abdomen, is not 
to be confidered as a cafe abfolutely hopelefs. 

‘Secondly : That no relief is eabsilalily to be expected from 
any power which we can fuppofe.the conititution to have over 
a foetus in fuch circumftances. 

‘ Thirdly : That the danger: of fuch a cafe is not folely from 
the injury done to the uterus itfelf ; but is greatly increafed by 
that which the vifcera muft fuftain, from the child remaining 
inthe cavity ofthe abdomen. 

‘ Fourthly: That the danger will generally be in proportion. 
to the time the child is fuffered to remain among the vifcera, 
and to the fufceptibility of 1 irritation which then prevails i in the 
conttitution. 

‘.Fifthly : That delivery affords the only profpectof recovery 
to the patient ; and fhould therefore be effected as foon as the 
circumitances will permit: and that by delivery i is to be under 
ftood the extraction of both foetus and placenta.’ 


An Effay.on the Rupture called Hydrocele. By Benjamin Hum- 
page, Surgeon. 8vo. 15. Murray. 


This pamphlet comprehends a fhort anatomical defcription 
of the parts, the methods of, different authors ancient and 
modern, with the objections which occur on each fubject 
and each mode of proceeding. What is new, independ- 
ent of the objections, which have great force, though perhaps 


thofe derived from the uncertainty of the radical attempt, arg 
not 
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not fo fatisfactory as the others, may be comprifed in a few pages, 
Our author’s plan, or rather his firft improvement, confifts in 
the conftant or occafional ufe of the fponge tent, according to 
the pain and inflammation excited ; the fecond depends on cor- 
roding a circle of the fkin, where Mr. Elfe applies his cauttic 
by means of the concentrated nitrous acid. The acid is con- 
fined by a circular ring of defenfative plafter, within which 
there is a round plafter fomewhai lefs in diameter. Our au- 
thor thinks his method a very advantageous one ; but reafon- 
ing for this purpofe would be ufelefs: the whole mutt be re- 
ferred to the decifion of experience. 


Confiderations on Bilious Difeafes: and fome particular Affections 
of the Liver, and the Gall Bladder. By fobnu Andree, M. D- 
Svo. 15.6d. Murray. : 


Thefe Confiderations contain fome ufeful and interefting re- 
marks, but they are fo little below the furface, that many apo- 
thecaries and moft old women could fupply the defect, if this 
pamphlet had never been publifhed. The author has becn hime 
ielf bilious ; but his own experience furnifhes little that is new, 
The pain at the pit of the ftomach is relieved by warm tea, and 
cordials employed, for it might produce indurations of the li- 
ver; aloes are well adapted for the difeafe; a {cirrhous liver 
cannot be felt, fometimes, through the integuments. Is there 
any thing more? Truly we have not perceived any thing of 
more importance, 


RPirYV.§ Ri FF. 


A Sermon preached at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, London, 
before his Majefty, and both Houfes of Parliament, on Thurfdayy 
April 23, 1789, being the Day appointed for a general Thank/- 
giving. By Beilby, Lord Bifbop of London. to. 15. Rive 
ingtons. 

In a moment of folemn thankfgiving for a great and effential 
benefit, it was perhaps the beft fubject of reflection that we are 
in the Lord’s hands, and that from him flow bleifings as well 
as afflictions, benefits as well as trials and diftrefs. From the 
example of David, who in his way to the throne of Ifrael, and 
after he was fecurely feated on it, experienced various misfor- 


‘tunes, the bifhop properly advifes his hearers to put their truft 
in the Lord. , 


‘O tarry thou the Lord’s leifure; be ftrong, and he fhall 
comfort thine heart; and put thou thy truft in the Lord.’ 


This is a precept not only of the law, but of the gofpel; and 
‘it cannot be too deeply impreffed on our hearts: indeed the moft 
rational and well founded piety is confpicuous in every page of 
this difcourfe, 


F3 A Sermon 
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A Sermon on the Occafion of his Mayefty’s Recovery from the Indif- 
pofition with wich it pleafed Almighty God to affidt him, preach- 
ed in the Parifo Church of Mansfield, on Thurfday the 23d of 
April, 1789. By the Rev, Charles Plumpire, M. A. gto. 
1s Longman. rans 


In this fhort Sermon, which the author fays he publifhed 
merely becaufe it was defired, he takes occafion ferioufly, but 
briefly, to lament the prevalence oi duelling, fuicide, adultery, 
gaming, and theft. He obierves that God has heretofore bleff- 
ed this nation in a peculiar manner, and concludes with faying, 
* therefore. that virtue and religion may be re-eftablifhed uni- 
verfally among us by our fovereign’s example and authority, 
Jex us all, in thankfulnefs jor this his frefh prefervation of us, 
pray fervently, with one heart and one voice, God fave the 
ing.” ‘To which we moft heartily fay amen. 7 


Caufes for obferving the late memorable Event, by a public and Na- 

«-. tional Thank/giving: a Sermon. 8v0. 1°. Payne and Son. 
We fhall copy the Addrefs to the Public prefixed to this pro- 

duction, of which we fee no reafon to doubt the truth. '°  * 


¢ The following difcourfe was partly compofed, and partly 
extracted from a yolume of pofthumous fermons (but little 
known) by an unbeneficed clergyman, of the bifhop of London’s 
diocefe ; who, with a wife and five children, and debts un- 
nvoidably contracted, to the amount of one hundred pounds, has 
no dependance whatever, befides two curacics, in an obfcure 
part of the country ; the one of thirty, and the other of twenty 
five pounds.” 
’ Did this work poffefs lefs merit than it really does, we fhould 
be glad to promote its fale. “But we are afraid that the profits 
of a fingle fermon, and that upon fo hackneyed a fubject, will 
go but a little way towards relieving the dillrefs of the reverénd 
author and his family. All that we poor critics can do, is to 
‘drop this hint to thofe whom it may andought toconcern, 


SLAVE-TRADE. 


Scripture the Friend of Freedom; exemplificd by a Refutation of 
‘the Arguments offcred in Defence of Slavery, in a Traét entitled, 
Scriptural Rejearches on the Licitne/s of the Slave Trade. 8vo. 
1s. 6d. Debrett. | ey 2 : : 
Notwithftanding the unhappy prevalence of infidelity and ir- 

religion,’ it {till continues'a matter of fome confequence to con- 

tending difputants, to fhew thar they have the ‘Scriptures on: 
their fide of the queftion. This is a fanction for which it is 
fill thought worth while eagerly to contend. There is fcarcely 
any caufe fo bad but the facred volume has been preffed into its 

— fervice. Owing to the perverfenefs of the human mind, it has 
_ been made to teach defpotifin to kings, and abject fubmiffion to. 
‘Lubjects ; to enjoin all the bloody horroys of the inquifition ; 

_tebte alien je oe . ‘ yet and 
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cand laftly, Mr Harris and fome other writers have endeavour- 
ved to convince mankind that it countenances the African flave 
trade. The objeét of the work before us is to prove the very 
reverie; and we are of opinion thatthe author has fucceeded in 
-fheuing, that the /prit and mearing of the Scriptures are on his 
.fide of the queftion. Butswe-do not think-his aman elegant, 
-or his-reafoning fo. perfpicuaus and. forcible as tome other re 
plies which the ¢ Scriptural Refearches’ have calied forth, 
‘Perhaps the advocates for the flave-trade would do well to con- 
fine them{. |ves more to the arguments of commercial policy, 
-and political necefliry. ‘This feems to be their ftrong ground. 


No Abolition; or, an Aztempt to prove to the Conviction of every 
vational Britiyh Subjel, that the Abolition of the Britifh Trade 
swith Africa for Negroes, would'de a Meafure as unjuft as im~ 

politic, fatal to the Interefts of this ‘Nation, ruinous to its Sugar 

Colonics, and more or lefs pernicious in its Confcquenees to eveep 

Defcription of the People. 4t0. 2s. Deébrett. 

‘Our author’s violence, as ufwal, renders his‘ facts fufpicious 5 
“chough many of thefe are extraaed trom the beft fources. After 
a Hittury ofthe African’Trade, from our firft connections with 
ics weftern coaft to fhe préient time, he calculates the advan- 
‘tages derived from the trade to the nation, by arather pompous 
difplay of the flipping and failors employed; by the vaft 
property at flake, on the event of the abolition, in our Weft In. 
dia iflands ; and the utility of this trade, not only from the 
snanufactures exported, but from the Weft India productions 
“brought back in return. Of his: reafoning ‘or declamation, we 
Yhall add a‘fpecimen:: vhis facis, wefuppote, have in general a 
“betier foundation. 


‘It is humanity witha vengeance,’ to cut off from the remain- 
ing, colonies, the means of their exiftence.; to doom ,to ruin 
68, coo of our felow-fubjects ; and to hazard the lofs .of fhips, 
feamen, income, and revenue, whofe amount and vaiue to Great 
Britain, almoft: furpafs-the. powers. of computation. 

¢ Admirable bumanity!—to xiolate all compact with, and wreft 
from:them their birth-rights. Tro coerce; to.denounce the ter- 
‘sible thunder of Britain ; to do what? to ‘crufh its benelactors. 
‘The brave veterans of the Britith navy could never tarnifh their 
‘well earned honours, by the difgraceful office to ‘be affigned 
them, of centinels to intercept fupplies from the iflands, and 
larve their honeit induitrious countrymen. 

‘ There canbe no doubt, but that the-wretches whom a pres 
‘tended Sumanity would leave to be _deftroyed on ‘the African 
scoait, will be taken care of by our ancient competitors the French 
and Dutch. But the fate of thofe now exifting in the ifland, is 
more deubtful.—They will diminifh in number.—The work of 
‘many, will become too heavy for a few.—Their difcontent will 
increafe i in proportion, until fome fatal cataftrophe ‘hall serm- 
ate the-fcene.’ 
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Doubts concerning the Legality of Slavery in any Part of the Bri- 
tifp Dominions. 8vo. 6d. Stockdale. 
This author obferves, that colonel Henderfon, a zealous op- 
onent of the abolition of the flave-trade, ftated laft year before 
the committee of privy council, as appears by their report, the 
reafons why in his opinion this country has no right to deprive 
the Weft Indian planters even of one hour’s labour of their 
flaves without their confent. His princ'pal argument was, that 
ail the old and valuable laws of England are the birthright of the 
inhabitants of Jamaica, and that therefore they have “the fame 
‘legal rights as the people of England to the poffeffion of their 
property. 
The writer of the little pamphlet nae us avails himfelf very 
ingenioufly of this argument, and concludes, if the laws of 
England are the birthright of the inhabitants of Jamaica, that 
every man in Jamaica is free, whether native or alien, and 
equally entitled to the prote‘tion of the Englifh laws. He ar. 
gues that this is a right which no colonial legiflature can take 
‘away ; and that it can no more take it away from the Negro, 
-than from any other ftranger who thould happen to be in the 
colony. This he conceives to be the natural confequence of 
what he confiders colonel Henderfon has unwarily advanced re- 
lative to the inhabitants of Jamaica and our other iflands * be- 
ing entitled to the full enjoyment of the Britifh conftitution in 
all its parts ; one of the peculiar and ineftimabie privileges of 
which the author before us fays is, that where that exifts, flavery 
cannot exift, aad that every alien j is, equally with the native, 
entitled to the full p:otection of the laws as to his life, his pro- 
perty, and his liberty.’ This writer thinks, that until an act of 
arliament is obtained to legalife flaverv, the Negros havean un- 
doubted right to claim their liberty in the court of King’s Bench 
of Jamaica, or, on refufal of redre‘s there, to appeal to that 
Englifh jurifdiction which is authorifed to hear appeals from 
our colonies, 


8 O-bit®hC «1. 


A Review of the Parliamentary Condutt of the right bon. Charles 
Fames Fox, and the right hon. Edmund Burke. 820. 25. 
Stalker. 

This pamphlet is chiefly a panegyric on Mr. Fos, but copi- 
oufly larded with trite remarks and details concerning different 
adminittrations, ‘Che author fays, that liis ¢ aim and endeavour 
has been to blend the wz//e with the duéce; toinform and entertain.’ 
But we mutt acquuint him, that in a fubject of this nature, his 
endeavour to entertain was mifplaced. ‘Nor, indeed, have we 
received any other entertainment from the perufal than what 
arifes either from the evidence of his own partiality, or the nu- 
merous, hackneyed, and often inapplicable quotations from 
Shak{peare. 

A Fragment 














i 


MontHty CaTALocuek. 73 


A Fragment which dropped from the Pocket of a certain Lord, on 
Thurfday the 23d of April, 1789, on his Way to St. Paul’s with 
the Grand Procefion. 8vo. 25.6d, Priett. 

We apprehend there is an erratum in the title of this pam- 
phlet, and that inftead of Lord, we ought to read, Grub-/irect 
author, But let the Fragment drop from whom it might, it cer- 
‘tainly was not worth the picking up, far lefs the publifhing. 

A more infipid prodution, though ftuffed with poetical quota- 

tions, we do not remember to have feen. The author has 

affixed to it as a motto, /iber 7 pete famam, but alas, how inappli- 


cable ! 
ye o's F, Rh ¥. 


Conway Caffle. A Poem. To which are added, Verfes to the 
Memory of the late Earl of Chatham; and the Moon, a 
Simile for the fafbionable World. By Fames Whitey Efy. hte 
25. Dodiley. 


The verfes on Conway Caftle are profeffedly an imitation of 
the elegiac meafure of the Greeks and Romans. Sydney’s 
verfe, Pope obferved, halted on Roman feet, and we do not 
think Mr. White has fucceeded better, though he not only af- 
ferts his pretenfions to an equality, but to a fort of fuperiority 
over his clatlical predeceffors. 


‘In their elegy, the ear was relieved by the manner of ter- 
minating the fecond line in every diftich: this imparted at the 
fame time an additional plaintivenefs to the compofition, But 
the mode here. attempted, may be faid to poffefs one advantage 
over that of antiquity, in being adapted not only to the melan- 
choly ftrain, but alfo to fubjects of an elevated nature. It aps 

a “ r4 9 
pears to be capable both of tendernefs and majetty. 


Thefe advantages appear to ustotally loft on the comparifon. 
The mode is ungenial to our language. The halting pace of 
Sydney, and titupping amble of Mr. White, equally fail in 
giving a refemblance of the eafy flow and harmonious cadence 
of Tibullus and Propertius, as may be judged from the open- 
ing lines. 

‘ Conway, deferted pile, in whofe exhautfted halls 
The difcontenred winds frefh wrath engender, 

Whofe figure knightly times to Fancy oft recalls, 
Take the fole boon a paflenger can render, 

Who to thy tow’rs augutt in giddy wonder clings, 
Thy mien unhumbled by mithap rehearfes, 

Thine aged arches grey and fea-worn rampart fings, 
And mofs-clad battlements, in plaintive verfes. 

Where oft in victor Edward’s hand the goblet flow’d, 
Where oft the dance was gay, perch’d owlets flumber, 

And thefe thy rooflefs rooms, duil horror’s chill abode, 
Now formlefs fragments and vile clay encumber.’ 


The other poems are of little importance. 
Thought, 
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Phoughts on the Seafons, (3c. Partly in the Scottifo Dialed. By 
David Davidjon. 8v0. 358. 6d. in Boards. Murray. 


We find nothing fo ridiculous in thefe Thoughts as te raife 
* a laugh ;’ and nothing fo abftrufe in fentiment, or peculiar m 
language, though not Scotchmen, as to prevent us from ¢ fully 
uinderftanding’ aur author’s meaning. Allan Ramfay’s Gentle 
Shepherd, if it be really Allan’s, is often in our hands, and 
thofe who can underftand its phrafeology, will be.at no lofs for 
the meaning of the provincialifms occafionally fcattered in this 
poem. Perhaps our author meant to give a Doric appearance 
to his language, but he ought to reflect, that this peculiarity 
cannot alone form a pleafing werk: a paftoral mutt be free, 
eafy, and ‘natural iin its language, its fentiments, and its con- 
‘traction, while it avoids too great familiarity, as weli as unpo- 
Yifhed and vulgar terms. We are forry to obferve that Mr. Da- 
vidfon has not attained cither the one or the other object. 


Sable 7:ctims. A Barbadoes Narration: infcribed to the Prome- 
ters of the Slave-Trade, aud addrefed to J. Hargrave, cfq. 4t0e 
2s. 6d. Bew. 

‘The advocates for the abolition of the flave-trade have been 
induced, by their great zeal for their caufe, to apply for affift- 
ance to Parnaflus. {it does not appear by the production be- 
fore us thatthe Mufes are particularly fond of the caufe inte 
which they have been prefied. The ftory of this poetical per 
formance is fumewhat fimilar tothat of Oroonoko : but if flavery 
‘be allowed in the land of the Mufes, we think this author de- 
derves it for his lame and impotent attempt. 

N O V E L &. 
The Son of Ethelwolf. An Hiftorical Novel. By the Author of 
Alan Fitzofoorne. 2 Vols. 12ma. 6s. Robinfons. 

The Son of Ethelwolf is inferior to his predeceffor; and 
though Alfred calls tor ali the veneration.cf aa Englifhman, 
vet his obfcurity and his adventures afford little that is not weld 
Known, and that has not been often repeated in modern times, 
Some expreifions .are a little exceptionable: ¢ Alfred firlt of 
men,’ is an cncondum amifapplied at the period when the words 
ave.e fpoken; and ‘ nurtured in the foftnefs and delicacy of a 
court,’ is a reprefentation not very confiftent with the manners 
of the times. But, notwithftanding thefe, and a few fimilgr in- 
confifiencies, this work has confiderable merit. Mifs Fuller 
engages attent’on by her pleafing language, and generally in- 
tereits the reader by a varied contexture of adventure. 

The Young Widow ; or, the Hiftory of Cornelia Sedleyy in a-Series 

of Letters. 4 Vols. 12moe 125. Robinfons. 

“This work is the production of no common author ; to an 
extenitve knowledge ot modern literature, he unites a very par- 
ticular acquaintance with different parts of the continent; and 
our young ladies have fome-chance of improving their minds, 
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as well as of amufing their fancies, from the perufal of * The 
Young Widow.’ Yet, while we allow our author this advan- 
tape, we cannot compliment him on his fuccefs in what appears 
to us nis new emplovment. The cpifode of Giuliana is ex- 
cellent, though at the expence of a litile probability: the let- 
ters of Cornelia will perhaps be ftyled fermons; and, with all 
our refpect for religion, we think the third volume hangs heavy 
on the hands; while Cornelia’s motive for rejecting Seymour 
becaufe of his tendency to infidelity, will not appear to many 
readers a fufliciently valid one for the hinge on which the whole 
plot turns. We fhould not have noticed this part, but to point 
out a ftrong contrafl in our author’s gentle treatinent of feduc- 
tion, and . life of avowed incontinency in Edmund and Sylvia. 
The ftory does not end happily; but, not to leave the reader 
in diftre's, the author gives a fupplement, and refumes the 
narrative. afrer a period of fifteen years, to umite the children 
ef Cornelia with thofe of the brother of Edmund. From the 
increafed buik of the fourth volume, this addition feems to have 
been made at the {uggetiion of fome experienced critic, who 
knew the prev iling ‘cmae ‘afte for a happy, and confequently, 
in their opinion, for a matrimonial conclutton, 


Doncafter Races; or the Hiffory of Mifs Maitland. A Tale of 
Truth. Ina Series of i.etters. Publifbed from the Original, 
with interefling Additions. By Alexander Bicknell, 2 Volse 
L2m0. 65+ Stalker. 

Mr. Bicknell was editor of Mrs. Bellamy’s Apolagy, Cap- 
tain Carver’s Travels, &c. and he tells us, in his preface, that 
thefe works have * keen indebted in no inconfiderable degree to 
his pen for the univerfal approba'ion fhewn to them.’ We point 
out this confeffion by the author of ¢ interefting additions,’ that 
the public may be aware of the deception, and not quote as 
authentic, memoirs and travels which owe their merit to the 
editor, and his own fuppiementary remarks. In the work be- 
fore us, we know not how mich is real, and how much may be 
ftyled ¢ interefting additions ;? but the whole is trite, flimfy, 
and improbable. The remarks on Egypt, fo artificially brought 
in, and fo unfkilfully gleaned from Savary and Volney, may 
be perhaps the work of the editor; but, for the future, we mut 
diftruft an author who will firft deceive, and then boat of his 
de¢eption. , 


Priory of St. Bernard, au Old Englifb Tale, being the firft lites 
rary Production of a young Lady, 2 Vols. 12mo. 5se Lane. 
Tiere is, as may be expected, much fancy, a luxuriance of 

defcription, and no little improbability in this work. The 

young lady fteps in the veftiges of mifs Lee and other novellifts, 
and violates a little the truth of hiflory, by repre‘enting Richard 

as fickle, inconftant, and unjuft. Yet, on the whole, it is a 

pleafing piece; and the young lady’s opinion, that all her fe- 

taale perfonages are happy in the married ftate, fhows thar the 
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herfelf entertains favourable expectations when fhe follows their 
exainple: we hope fhe will not be difappointed, 


The Spectre. In Two Polumese Small 8vo. 65. fewed. 
_ Stockdale. 


Our author’s aim, in this novel, has been to mix general 
obfervation and more ferious difcuffion with adventure. This 

lan has, however, as little novelty as the ftory of the Spectre, 
which, in fubftance, has been repeated'y detailed, particularly 
in the Sylph, and more clofely in an old novel entitled the 
Apparition. There is great improbability alfo in the condud, 
and little that can intereft in the character or fituations. 

The few difedffions whieh occur in this work deferve a bet- 
tercharacter. Perhaps the criticifm on Emmeline is too fevere ; 
the defenc. of public ichools is oo a better foundation; and we 
muft neceflarily approve of it, fince, in a former examination 
of the queftion, we were led to reafon from the fame pofitions. 
The little epifode in the Grecian iflands, we could have wifhed 
to have been more extended: at prefent the modern Greek 
poetry is moft interefting ; but fome of the thoughts refemble 
fo much the concettt of the Italians, and fome thofe of little fus 
giti e Englifh poems, that we hefitate in allowing their authen- 
ti. ity on anonymous authority, The firft is perhaps one of the 
beft. 

¢ The rofe, when dews of night are fhed, 
That folds its leaves and bows its head, 
Shall to the genial beams of day 

Its blufhing beauties full difplay. 

Ah! when fhal! Anthia’s beauties rife 
Ayain to ble(s thefe longing eyes ? 
Eyes that muft clofe in endlefs night, 

If the delay to charm their fight. 


She comes, the lovely virgin fec! 

She comes again to love and me, 

Before the radiance of her eye 

The gloomy fhades of forrow fly. 

Not fo reviving morning’s light 

To flow’rs that wither, chill’d by night, 
As the {weet hopes her {miles impart 

To cheer with joy my drooping heart.’ 

Yet, notwithftanding fome fimilarity, we ought not to be too 
fattidious, for many paffages i in thefe volumes fhow that the au- 
thor is a man of tafte, of judgment, and of learning, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Authentic Corref{pondence between tre Duke of Richmond and 
Lord Rawdon. With an Appendix ; containing Authentic Pa- 
pers refpecting the Affair between the Duke of Yerk and Lieut. 
Col. Lenox. 8vo. 1s. Ridgway. 

The correfpondence between the duke of Richmond and lord 
Rawdon relative to fome expreffions fuppofed to have been nia 

y 
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by the former in parliament, took place in February 1782, and 
was at that time fully detailed in the public prints. To that 
corre{pondence, however, which the editor of the prefent pam- 
phlet very induftrioufly refcues from oblivion, he has added 
‘ authentic papers refpecting the atfair between the duke of York 
and lieut. col, Lenox ;? in which he has likewife been antici- 
pated by the news papers We are forry that the editor can- 
not employ his time to no better purpofe than malignantly 


raking into the embers of difcord which cannot be too foon ex-* 


tinguifhed,. | 

Letter to the King: in which the Condud of Mr. Lenox and the 
Minifter, le? tbe Affair with his Royal Highnefi the Duke of 
York, is fully confidered. By Theophilus Swift, E/q. 8v0 1S. 6d. 
Ridgway. 
In this Letter, Mr. Theophilus Swift profeffes to have fully 

confidered the conduct of Mr. Lenox and the minifter in the “fai 


with the duke of York; but had’ he confidered it a ditle more filly, 


his opinion would have been very different. That the minifter 
fhould be dragged into a difoute in which he had‘no concern, 
may juftly appear furprifing ; but the artifice probably fuited the 
purpofe of the author, who appears to bea violent party-mane 


A Letter to Sir William Auguftus Brown, Bart. ona late Affair 
of Honour with Colonel Lenox ;. and the Corre/pandence with 
the hon. Colonel Phipps.. By 7 heophilus Swift, fj. 870 
is. 6d. Ridgway. 


This letter relates. to the late affair of honour, as it 1s called, 
between Mr. Swift and colonel Lenox. Mr. Switt éndeavours 
to exculpate himtelf from two imputations ; one is, that he dif=; 
eovered a finguinary difpofition, and the other, that he betray-: 
ed an unfair detign in Offering to go out alone with the colenel- 
Whether he vindicates himfelf on either of thofe heads to the 
fatistaction of impartial judges, is not very clearly afcertained. 
But there is a previous imputation of a different nature, which 
it may be as difficult to difprove, as it would have been ealy 
not to incur; we mean that of rafhnefs and imprudence. Mr. 
Swift profeffes to entertain the ftrongeft fenfe ot the obligations: 
of religion and mofality,:yet he cou Id deliber rately, and without 
the {mal!eft- provocation, obtrude his officious and intemperate 
endeavours to rankle a wound, which every duty, and every 
liberal contideration, as wellas humanity, fhould have prompted 
him rather to affuage. Mr.:Swift might certainly have faved 
himfelfthe trouble of entering his pamphlet at Stationer’s Hall, 
for neither the fubjeét nor-the author’s conduét can give it any 
pretenfions to popularity. 


A Short Review of the recent Affair of Honour between his Reyal 
Hizhnefi the Duke of York and Lieut. Cole Lenox. By the 
Captain of a Company in one of the Regimeuts of Guards. Sao. 
15. 6d. “Bell. 

The author of this Review appears to give a candid and juft 
: account 
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a¢count of his fubjeét. He vindicates the conduct of li¢ut, 
col. Lenox through the whole of the tranfation, and with fuch 
obfervations it muft be acknowleged, as cannot but force the 
affent of all impartial and diinterefted readers. Thofe who 
have injurioufly attacked the character of col. Lenox, may have 
rendered this publication expedient ; but enough is now faid to 
fatisfy the demands of truth and juttice. 


An Addrefs to the Diffenters on Clafical Literature, By E. Cogan. 
8vo. 1s. Crowder. 


We think the Diffenters are much obliged to the author of 
this-well meant and fenfible Addrefs. If, as we fufpect, the 
complaint be juft, that this otherwife refpectable body of men 
are, generally fpeaking, peculiarly deficient in claifical know- 
ledge, the fooner they attempt to remove this ftigma the better. 
The caufe and the remedy of the evil are here pointed out. 

We cannot altogether agree with this and other authors in 
one refpect, viz. that we have no orators, in modern times, 
equal to the ancient ones. It fthould be confidered, that the 
orations which are handed down to us from antiquity, are ei: her 
ftudied, precompofed productions ; or, perhaps, written in the 
clofet long after the time of their pretended delivery. We very 
much doubt whether the extempore, unpremeditated fpeeches, 
which are fometimes heard in the Britifh fenate, are not equal 
to any thing of the kind among the ancients. 

As to the main objeét of this Addrefs, we think that it be- 
hoves the Diffenters fcrioufly to attend to it. In recommend- 
“ing his brethren, in diffent, to apply for affiftance, in their {chools, 
to the clergymen of the eftablifhment, Mr. Cogan manifefts an 
unufual degree of good fenfe and liberality. 


The Rights of Diffenters from the Eftablifbed Church, In Relation 
principally to Englifh Catholics. By the rev. Fofeph Berington. 
8vo. 2s. Robinfons. : 

Mr. Berington’s different publications led us to ecnclude 
that he was himfelf a diffenter from the church of Rome; at 
‘Leaft his opinions on fome tenets of the Romifh church, are fo 
different from thofe of other Catholics, that we apprehend he is 
confidered by many as a weak and falling brother. His account 
of the Revolution, witha few exceptions natural to his principles 
and fituation, is extremely juft, and he labours toclear himfelf and 
his fociety from the charge of Jacobitifm; an attempt not very dif 
ficult, fince the divine right of fucceflion is no more. He con- 
tends that the oath of allegiunce fecures their fidelity; bug he 
does not give his opinion of that power claimed by the pope of 
difpenfing with oaths. In other refpects, according to his repre- 
fentation; the clainis of the C:tholics are at leaft as fair as thofe 
of the Diffenters. We aré forry that we have not yet met with 
arguments fufficiently ftrong to convince us of the juftice of 
¢ither. 
: Primate 
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Private Worth the Bafis of Public Decency. An Addrefi to People 


of Rank and Fortune. By a Member of Parliament. sto. 
35e Richardfon, — 


We have feldom read a more iaterefting and ufeful addrefs, 
where the author, in the moft forcible and elegant language, 
and occafionally with the warmeft indignation, impreffes om 
his reader the neceffity of beginning a general. reformation, by 
an attention tothe moraliduties ; and fhows ver ry pointedly that 


this attention, ro be effectual, fhould originate in the fir ranks. 
of fociety. 


* But how the characters of fuch:as fill the fuperior walks of 
life may affect inferiors, and operate on public decency, is ar 
object peculiarly interefting to all who have any fincere regard 
for the laws of heaven or the laws of England. And it is nos 
eafy to make a confcientious election among candidates for pow- 
er, who are chiefly diftinguifhed' by politics without morality, 
morality without religion, and religion without morality ; who 
cover private profligacy by public pretenfion = and who fubtti- 
tute prudery for virtue, or refolve all human and divine obli- 
gations into mere form oF etiquette. Whar are all thefe but 
certain traits of the fame low, unprincipled character ? And 
furely he can be no patriot, however eminent and popular, 
whofe abilites are proftituted in fabricating apologies for obli- 
quity, or who does cheerfully forego a little of his own incli- 
nation for the benefit of others: no. philofopher, who afferts 
not the dignity of his nature at the expence of his pajffions ; 
and no ftatefman,in whofe meafures there isa general difidence, 
ef whofe integrity there can be a doubt, whofe principles 
are as pliable as his propentities are unaccommodating.’ 


We have tranfcribed this fhort paffage as a fpecimen of our 
author’s manner, and as fome hint refpecting the inteaded ap-. 


plication of his fentiments. Both the one and the other have 


our warmeft and mott unreferved approbation. 


A Statement of Facts, occafional of, and relative to, the late Dif 


turbances at the Theatre Royal, Edinburgh. By James Fennele 
Svo. 1s. Bell. 


It appears that Mr. Fennel, having: unfortunately imcurred 
the difpleafure of fome perfons at Edinburgh, Has retired froin 
the ftage, to fave the managers from the confequences with 
which he was threatened, by retaining that performer. In fuch 
a flituation we cannot But fy mpathife with Mr. Fennel, who, 
according to the prefent Statement, feems to -have been arbi- 
trarily and cruelly treated. If, however, he fhould continue 
in his refolution of relinquifhing the ftage, we hope. he will 
‘choofe fuch a part in the drama of life, as will render him lefs 
dependant-on the caprice either of individuals or the public. 


A Defiri;ticg 
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A Defcription of a Set of Prints of Roman Hiffory, contained in @ 
Set of Eafy Leffons. By Mrs. Trimmer. 

A Series of Prints of Roman Hiftory, defi: igned as Ornaments for 
thofe Apartments in nvhich Children receive the fitf? Rudiments of 
their Education. 24m0, 25+ 4d. Marfhall. 

The Defcription aud the Plates are admirably adapted for the 
purpofe defigned. The ingenious author gives an outline of 
the Roman Hiftory, in plain but neat language, and leads the 
young pupil to a knowledge of facts as well as of words... We 
were peculiarly pleafed with the management of the {tory of the 
Rape of the Sabines ; and, though not accuftomed to tranfcribe 
froin’ {chool books, we think our readers will be entertained 


with it. 
¢ The Sasine Women interpofing between the Two Armies. 


‘ Romulus prevailed on a number of people from other coun- 
tries to join him, and increafed his colony very much ; but moft 
of his followers-had no wives, and they could not well manage 
their houfehold affairs without them; fo Romulus made a great 
feaft, and exhibited fine fights, which drew tie neighbouring 
people together, among whom were a great number of young 
women ; ‘but in the midtt of their diverfion, the Romans rufhed 
in among the ftrangers, and carried off fome hundreds of their 
daughters, and obliged them to marry fuch hufbands as Romu- 
lus chofe for them. 

‘ This ovtrage incenfed the neighbouring nations very much; 
and at laft there was a dreadful war between the Romans and 
Sabines, in which the latter got poffeflion of the city; at length 
the-women (having been kindly treated by their Roman huf- 
bands) refolved, through the advice of a very fenfible lady, 
called Herfilia, to try to put an end to it: fo Herfilia and the 
reft drefled themfeives in deep mourning, and taking their little 
babes in their arms, went to the field of battle, and ran in ‘a- 
mong the troops, begging them to defift. Upon this the war- 
riors on both fides let fall their weapons, and foon after came 
to an agreement, that Romulus and Tatius, the Sabine king 
fhould reign both together in Rome. 

¢ The Sabine women acted ina very becoming manner on 
this occafion; for it is proper for women to do every thing in 
their power to promote peace, both in public and private life.’ 


The Bufy Body. A Collection of Periodical Effays, Moral, Whimfi- 
cal, Comic, and Sentimental. By Mr. Oulton. 2 Vols. 12m. 
Ss “teed: Stalker. 


This flight Collection may amufe the pafling moment, but 
calculated at firft for the meridian of a newfpaper, the reader 
mut not look in it for deep refearches, acute inveftigations, or 
recondite learning. Jt.is enough if it catches the fleeting folly 
as it arifes, if itembodies the Cynthia of the minute, and bids it 
© livea little longer.’ 

6 The 

















MonTHLY CATALOGUE, Sr 


The effays, the memoirs, and the characters, are of the light 
amufing kind, where the mind will be employed without being 
engaged, where it may attend to the feries of the tranfactions, 
without the labour of inveftigation, or the pain of following a 
chain of clofe reafoning. If the author fteps from this line he 
occalionally trips: he feems not to be aware that literati may be 
feminine, becaufe it is the plural of the Italian literato, not of 
the Latin literatus, and of literato there is no feminine. He 
does not recoileét that extempore means without premeditation, 
and that corpfe is now a naturalized Englifh word, and means a 
dead body: the epithet added to it is, in both his inftances, a 
pleonafin for the purpofe of rendering the expreffion ftronger. 

Our author’s chief excellence lies in the humour of his pa 
rodies and imitations. In the letter from Lingo to Cowilip, 
the humour of the fchoulmafter is well preferved, and we may 
now remark, that this ftrange inconfifient character is borrowed 
from one equally ftrange, Holofernes, in Shakfpeare’s ¢ Love’s 
Labour loft,’ As this epiltle is too long, we fhall conclude with 
our author’s amplification of Pope’s examples of bad poetry. It 
is very well conducted. 


© How oft dull particles do trike our view, 

And many ANDvs and other trifles soo ; 

Then in a line or two how oft we find, 

With art moft great, ten, ten fall words are join’d, 

But polyfyllables for this make good, 

The magni-multi-tudinous intrude, 

And with great Alexander’s train at length conclude, : 
With yaping vowels next the line o’erflows, : 
Lo oft the one the other to oppofe, k 
Or harfh aifcorcant confonants, like thofe. 

As to the rhyme in:the fame line you'll jee, 

A word agree with what the rhyme may de ; 

And:fhould the bard attempt to paint fome trouble, 

Tis ten to one his rhyme is gay and double. ' 
How many tothe chyming art pre-tezd ? 
While the fame fyllable will ftill at-end; 
Some for the fake of found moft wifely con- 
Triving, have made two words of only one ; 
Lines with falfe meafure never iweetly flow, 
They are unnatural whofe feet to many grow, 
But wanting, like cripples, hobble fo.’ 


Thirty-Eight Plates, with Explanations; intended to illuftrate 
Linneus’s Syftem of Vegetables, and particularly adapted to the 
Letters on the Elementsof Botany. By T: Martyn, B.D. F.R.S. 
8vo. gs. plain; 185. coloured. White azd Son. 


Thefe Plates are defigned to illuftrate profeffor Martyn’s very 
ufetul and elegant edition of Roufieau’s Letters in the Englifh 
Language, which he has fo properly explained and enlarged by 
his {upplementary remarks. The fix firft plates are defigned to 
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explain the fix natural claffes defcribed by Rouffeau, viz. the 
Jiliaceous, of which the example is the white lily; the cruci- 
form, illuttrated by the flock gilly-flower, with explanations of 
the clafs tetradvnasia ; the orders filiquofa and filiculofa, and a 
figure of the almoft {pherical filicle of the candy tuft; the pa- 
oe exemplified by the garden-pea; the ringent flow- 
ers, for in ance, the dead-nertle, the {napsragon, and the purple 
fox-glove; the umbcilate flowers, illuftrated by. the garden- 

arfley, the fool’s s pari! ey, the garden-chervil, and the common 
elder; the compous vd flowers, as the common daify, the dande- 
lion, and the red clover. 

- The other plates reprefent the different claffes of Linneus, 
and fometimes the orders, when they form natural affuciations. 
The examples are very properly taken from common plants, fo 
that the author’s reprefentations may be eafily compared with 
the productions of nature. ‘The plates of the cry ptogamia are 
copied from Hedwig, where the objects are magnified ; and 
the thirty-fourth plate repre{ents nearia of different kinds. 


The engiavings in gencral cannot boaft of elegance, but they 
are clear and exact, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 
To th CRITICAL REVIEWERS, 


GENTLEMEN, 


HOUGH I have now for many years prefumed occafion- 
ally to addrefs the public from the prefs, yet I have 
never e:ther directly or indire@ly interfered with the critical 
cenfure which has been paffed upon my publications. I have 
ever left them to make their own way by fuch merits as they 
might poffefs ; apd have rather been defirous of improving by 
the remarks they have fuggefted, than of controverting the re- 
marks themfelves. Nor do | now mean to deviate from this 
general practice, but merely to reply to an obfervation or two 
which may be termed per/fona/, contained in your account of a 
work of mine in your laft month’s Journal. 

The notice you have pleafed to take of Exgland Delineated is, 
upon the whole, fuch as ought to give me fatisfaction. You 
have fjoken hberaily cf its merits, gently of its faults, and 
have recommended it to the attention of thofe readers for whom 
it was defi.ned. It is only with refpeé& to the matter of two 
paracraphs, eatéancous to the merits ef the work, that 1 beg to 
be indulged with a few words. Near the beginning of the ar- 
tic'e you fay, ‘ He ieems to hint that his letters have not al- 
ways been aitended to: perhaps his correfpondents thought it 
unrea‘onable that an author in a retired corner fhould hang out 
his eleemofynary box, and expect it to be filled by gratuitous 
communications for his own benefit.” Now I cannot but feel 
fomewhat hari and farcaftic in this remark, which, as it is 
. | 7 founded 
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founded on a miftaken fuppofition gives me fome juft caufe of 
complaint. When I lamented ¢ that my opportunities for ob- 
taining information fiom correfpondents had not been every 
where alike,’ I had not the leaft intention of hinting that my 
letters had been treated with neglect ; on the contrary, I with 
pride and pleafure acknowledge, that every application met 
with the moft liberal returns. I fimply meant to fay, that my 
connections for this purpofe were lefs extenfive than I could 
have wifhed. In fact, I hung out no begging-box to the public 
at large, but confined my applications to my friends; and as 
none of them have charged me with unreafonable expectations, 
Ithink no other perfons have a right fo todo. 

For the compliment in your concluding paragraph I think 
myfelf obliged to you. The application of it, however, is to 
fhow that I have mifapplied my abilities, fuch as they are, both 
inafmuch as I have employed myfelf in tafks unworthy of them, 
and as I have failed to perform fome things that might be ex- 
pected of me. I can very well bear cenfure conveyed by fo 
handfome an implication, and with refpect to the firft point I 
fiently fubmit myfelf to the judgment of the public. But with 
regard to the fecend, which involves fomewhat of a charge of 
violated obligation, efpecially as it is directed to a particular 

avork, 1 with, Gentlemen, to give you fome exculpatory inform- 
ation. The volume of Biographical Memoirs of Medicine, which 
I publifhed in 1780, finall as it was, coft me more time and la- 
bour than any thing | have undertaken ; yet fo completely did 
it fail in interefting my brethren of the faculty, that it was a 
pecuniary lofs to my bookfeller, and no apparent gain of repu- 
tation to myfelf, From this event I fhould readi! ly have concluded 
that I had gr eatly erred either in my plen, or in its execution, 
had not the opinion of fome of my friends, together with that of 
fome profefled critics (among whom I have always confidered 
you as holding a refpectable rank), fupported me a little againf 
the conclufions of difappointment. However, fuch being the 
faét, I conceive myfelf fufficiently juftified in dropping the far- 
ther profecution of that defign. "You know, ‘however, Gentle- 
men, that I have not ceafed from time to time to employ my 
pen profeflionally ; and i believe you will, from experience, al- 
low that it is not a neceffary confequenice of the parerga in 
which [ occafionaliy engage, to preclude the purfuit of more 
ferious topics. 

But of my‘elf enough: I fhall hope from your candour the 
infertion of this letter in your next Number, and remain, Gen- 
tlemen, refpectful iy: 

Yours, &c. 

Yarmouth, July 


sth, 1789. J. AIKIN. 


WE are forry that we have given our refpe&able correfpond- 
ent any pain; but, on referring again tothe paffage in queftion, 
we perceive it to be fo equiv ocal, that we doubt not many have 
fallen 
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fallen intothe:fame error with ourfelves, and this public expla- 
nation may confequently have fome good effect. We muift own 
indeed, that: we felt fome pain, perhaps fome indignation, at’ 
feeing ‘Dr. Aikin, whofe abilities: we ‘have often witneffed, en- 
gaged in trifling’* parerga.? Welblamed his inattention to his 
own charaéter,:anmd we blamed the world for a dilregard to his 
merits. The work, which in:the moment occurred to us, we 
know to bea produ: ction of much labour, and to deferve much 
praife:-we can only exprefs our regret that the world in general 
did not think the‘fame. } 





WE have received the letter from * one who was formerly a 
pupil of Dr.’ Monro ;’ and are well pleafed to find that we 
have, in his opinion, ‘ fuflfictently and effectually anfwered 
all the: remarks.in Dr. Monro’s Appendix,’ and are much to be 
‘commended onthis; as on all other occafions, where we freely 
point out the. defeéts or errors of authors.’ He ‘charges us, how- 
ever, with $ unfairnefs, ignorance, or difingenuity,” ‘for omitting 
Dr. Monro’s name in our Index and Contents. It was omitted 
we confefs, and we felt the omiffion feverely, by the difficulty of 
finding: the-article. But there could be no defign in it, for the 
Index-maker and the Reviewers are as diflinct perfonages as 
Alexander the Great and Alexander the Copper-{mith: we are 
convinced that they are not even perfonally known to each 
‘other, and could never feel any fhare of that. momentary ebulli- 
tion which fo fevere and fo pointed an attack would neceflarily 
produce. Butiuppofing the Reviewer had compiled the Index, 
we hope- ‘every member of our corps would be fuperior to a litile, 
mean, and paltry revenge. If Dr. Monro again appears as an 
author, our conduét will {how that we hatbour no rejentment. 
His anger evaporated in fcolding ; ; Ours wore out by a mild and 
attentive examination of the. ground we had trodden, and 
which we'had the fatisfaction of finding firm and fecure. Our 
Index to the lait volume was a new experiment, and, like all 
other new attempts, in fome degree imperfect. We hope to pro- 
fit in: this and fome other circumftances by our correfpondent’s 
remarks, which we {fhall carefully attend to; but we think he 
does not make the proper allowance for a fmaller type and the 
more condenied form, 





ete 


WEmotft acknowledge the receipt of an article faidto be writ- 
ten by a Lady, who has offered us fome afliftance ; but though it 
would gratify. us highly to feat a lady at the head of our board, 
yet ‘we muft be allowed to remark, that her.coup d’eflai does 
not give us.a very high opinion of her impartiality. The arti- 
cle fent to us is not even fo much guarded as to be:ftyled* Puff 
oblique.’ 





OUR .other Correfpondents fhall not be neglected ; but in 
this moment of hurry and labour, they. will be to obliging’ as to 
permit us to defer the confideration of their favours. 


i, 








